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Our mission

The mission of Zion
Evangelical Lutheran Church
and School is to preach and
teach God’s saving Word in

all its truth and purity.
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Sing God’s Truth

Cross and Glory
“Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle”

“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who
for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat
down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2).
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Pastor’s Message
Dear friends,

“Hey, | believe in God. | talk to him every day. |
even read my Bible from time to time. I'm just not
into organized religion. You don’t have to go to
church to be a Christian.” Maybe you've heard
someone say that before. Maybe you've said it
yourself. A bad experience with the church
sometimes makes people think this way.

It's true. You don't need to belong to a church to
be a Christian—in the same way that you don’t need
to be on a baseball team to be a baseball player. But
when a Christian says, “I don’t need to go to church,”
he’s forgetting a few things about Christianity.
Christianity is a lot like baseball.

Christianity, like baseball, is a team sport.
Christianity is all about good news. That Jesus died on
the cross to earn forgiveness and heal mankind’s
broken relationship with God is at the center of the
Christian faith. That healing also has an incredible
impact on our relationships with each other.
Christians naturally want to be with other Christians.
They always have.

Churches—gatherings of Christians—are the
places where these relationships between Christians
happen. In churches Christians love each other, serve
each other, encourage each other, carry each other’s
burdens—the list could go on. Of course, no
Christian—and no church—has all of this “each
other” business down perfectly. That's why in
churches Christians also forgive each other.

Christians, like baseball players, need their
teammates. What would you say to a ballplayer
who thought he was skilled enough to play all nine
positions at once—to make every out and score every
run all by himself? That would be the height of
arrogance and ignorance, wouldn’t it? Just like players
on a team, we Christians need each other. We all at
times find ourselves in need of correction,
encouragement, instruction, or comfort. Sometimes
we need to do the correcting, encouraging, instructing
and comforting. But no solitary Christian can play the
game of life all by himself. The game is too demanding
and too important. In fact, it's not just a game. It's a
life and death struggle. Eternity is on the line.

Christian, your teammates need you. There
aren’t many ballplayers so versatile that they can play
every position. But in Christianity, everybody can play
at least one. Everybody has a contribution to make.
Most Christians can make several. It's important to
see churches as more than just spiritual gas stations
or grocery stores—places we go to get something we
need. Churches are places where we can give
something too.

Can you be a player without a team? Can you be a
Christian without a church? In theory, yes. But a
better question is; Why would you want to?

Your teammate in Christ,
Pastor Sims
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Potluck Luncheon
May 1st at Noon

Summer Worship Times
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School News Continued
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Katelyn Wolf with her project at the
Social Studies Fair
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Power Hour
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Above: Jason Nickels is showing Jack
Schultz, Claire Schultz, Gavin
Wodill, and Faith Retzlaff a tortoise.

Left: Faith Retzlaff and Gavin Wodill
are getting a closer look at the
tortoise.

Ringing and Singing the
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Board of Education
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0 HEART FOR

Show Mom how much you
appreciate all she does for you
with this “heartfelt” craft.
Give it to her on Mother’s Day.

What you need:

¢ Floral stem wire

* Dried cranberries * .
(about 100, depending on
the wire’s length)

* Pliers

* Decorative ribbon (about
12 inches for each craft)

+ Construction paper v
or cardstock

* Hole punch .

* Crayons or markers ’

What you do:

1.With an adult’s help, thread
cranberries, one at a time
with no space between them,
onto the straight wire.

2.Bend the wire into a
heart shape.

3.With pliers, twist the
wire together at the top
of the heart.

4.Tie ribbon to make a loop
atop the heart (so your
mom can hang it up).

5.Fold the paper into a card,
and write a message of love
and gratitude to your mom.
You might want to add a
verse from Proverbs 31 that
best describes her.

6.Punch a hole in the card.
Attach it to the ribbon
that’s tied to the heart.

‘ Om

In Proverbs 31 (NIV), God provides the best example of a godly woman. Write the
number of the sentence in the space next to the character quality it best describes.

“A wife of noble character who can find? She is
worth far more than rubies” (v 10).

“She brings [her husband] good, not harm, all the
days of her life” (v. 12).

“She selects wool and flax and works with eager

hands” (v. 13).

“She sets about her work vigorously; her arms are
strong for her tasks” (v. 17).

“She opens her arms to the poor and extends her
hands to the needy” (». 20).

“When it snows, she has no fear for her household;
for all of them are clothed in scarlet” (v. 21).

“Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a
woman who fears the LORD is to be praised” (v. 30).

Caring Godly Prepared
Hardworking Hearty Priceless
Kind
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