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(920) 623-5180 
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Daniel Sims, pastor 
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Our mission 
As men, women and children 

disciples for time and for 
eternity by serving all people 

with the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

The Messenger 
VOLUME XXXXI, NO. 5, MAY 2008 

Sing God’s Truth  
Cross and Glory  

“Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle”  
“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who 

for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat 

down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2).   

How does someone become 

the King of kings and Lord of 

lords? In the history of this sinful 

world, many have become kings 

and lords by all manner of 

intrigue, deceit, power, and 

conniving. Even in a democratic 

society, where people choose 

their leaders, men and women 

are often elected not on the basis 

of leadership skills but on the basis 

of halfhearted promises or mere 

popularity. For those wanting to 

“get ahead” in the political 

realm, honesty and integrity 

sometimes are not high priorities. 

And how do those who have 

grabbed power often act? Jesus 

once commented that “those 

who are regarded as rulers [in this 

world] lord it over” their subjects, 

taking advantage of their 

position. After sharing that insight, 

Jesus warned his disciples, “Not so 

with you. Instead, whoever wants 

to become great among you 

must be your servant, and 

whoever wants to be first must be 

slave of all” (Mark 10:42-44). 

Jesus himself is the epitome of 

this profound Christian truth: the 

greatest in God’s kingdom is the 

one who becomes the least, the 

servant and slave of all! Nowhere 

is this truth more brilliantly 

amplified than in Jesus’ cross. 

Though in his suffering and death 

Jesus might seem to have been 

the lowest of criminals, the truth is 

that his cross brings him the 

greatest eternal glory. God has 

exalted his Son to the highest 

place, that at his name every 

knee should bow and every 

tongue confess that our crucified 

and risen Savior is the King of 

kings and Lord of lords (Philippians 

2:8-11). 

“Sing, My Tongue, the 

Glorious Battle” (CW 122) is an 

ancient hymn written by 

Venantius Fortunatus (530–609). 

This Lenten hymn describes how 

Jesus “as a victim won the 

day” (st. 1). After recounting the 

Savior’s redeeming work (sts. 2,3), 

the poet reveals how Jesus’ 

cross—that shameful Roman 

implement of cruel pain and 

death—is for us the “true sign of 

triumph” as the unequaled 

“symbol of the world’s 

redemption” (st. 4). By his cross, 

Jesus not only won eternal glory 

for himself but also for all those 

who trust in him! 

Sing, Christian! Praise God 

that our Savior took up his cross 

and achieved glorious 

forgiveness, life, and salvation for 

us all! 

© 2007 Northwestern Publishing 

House. All rights reserved.  
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Ladies Society 
    The next meeting of the 

Zion Ladies Society will be 

on May 1st in the church 

basement. It will be a pot 

luck luncheon at Noon, 

rather than 1pm. Please 

bring a dish to pass and your 

table service. All ladies of 

the congregation are 

welcome to come for an 

afternoon of fellowship. 

Entertainment will be the 

Zion School Band. 
  

150TH Anniversary 
Thank offering 
      As we celebrate Zion’s 

150th Anniversary in our 

special worship service on 

May 3rd, the Church 

Council has designated that 

a special thank offering be 

taken at this service and 

divided as follows:  80% to 

Zion, 15% to our Synod and 

5% to our Lakeside building 

commitment.  Please use 

the Anniversary envelope in 

your regular box of church 

envelopes for this offering.  

What a wonderful 

opportunity to show our love 

and thanks to our Lord for 

blessing our congregation 

for 150 years!  
 

Batter Up! 
      If you are interested in 

playing church league 

softball this summer, there is 

a sign up sheet on the 

information table in the 

back of church. Games are 

usually held on Wednesday 

nights, and the first game is 

Wednesday, June 4th. All 

confirmed members are 

eligible to play. 
 

Messenger Articles 
     Please submit your 

articles by May 23rd.  

Contact Becky Weidner at 

623-5796 if you have any 

questions. 
 

 
 

 

Summer Worship Times 
     Starting May 27th our 

Sunday worship services will 

be at 7:45 and 10:00am. 

Thursday evening will still be 

at 7:00pm. 
 

Ministrations 
     Marriage 
1. Anthony Luey and 

Andrea Peck were married 

April 12, 2008. 
     In Memoriam 
7. Ruth Holsten born August 

23, 1915 and went to 

heaven March 20, 2008. 
 

Bible Information Class 
      Pastor Wilke is planning 

to start a new Bible 

Information Class beginning 

at 7:00pm on Monday, May 

5th at church. This class is 

intended for people 

interested in becoming 

members of Zion or as a 

refresher course on the 

teachings of the Bible for 

current members. If you are 

interested in attending, 

please contact Pastor Wilke 

so he can have the 

adequate materials ready 

for class.  
 

Lakeside Ladies 
      The Lakeside Lutheran 

Ladies Guild will be meeting 

at Lakeside on Wednesday, 

May14th at 7:00pm. 

Entertainment will be 

provided.  St. John, 

Waterloo; Zion, Columbus; 

St. Paul, Marshall; and St. 

John, Newville will be 

serving.  The men are invited 

to attend.  See you there!  

Pastor’s Message 
Dear friends, 
     “Hey, I believe in God. I talk to him every day. I 
even read my Bible from time to time. I’m just not 
into organized religion. You don’t have to go to 
church to be a Christian.” Maybe you’ve heard 
someone say that before. Maybe you’ve said it 
yourself. A bad experience with the church 
sometimes makes people think this way.  
     It’s true. You don’t need to belong to a church to 
be a Christian—in the same way that you don’t need 
to be on a baseball team to be a baseball player. But 
when a Christian says, “I don’t need to go to church,” 
he’s forgetting a few things about Christianity. 
Christianity is a lot like baseball. 
     Christianity, like baseball, is a team sport. 
Christianity is all about good news. That Jesus died on 
the cross to earn forgiveness and heal mankind’s 
broken relationship with God is at the center of the 
Christian faith. That healing also has an incredible 
impact on our relationships with each other. 
Christians naturally want to be with other Christians. 
They always have. 
     Churches—gatherings of Christians—are the 
places where these relationships between Christians 
happen. In churches Christians love each other, serve 
each other, encourage each other, carry each other’s 
burdens—the list could go on. Of course, no 
Christian—and no church—has all of this “each 
other” business down perfectly. That’s why in 
churches Christians also forgive each other. 
     Christians, like baseball players, need their 
teammates. What would you say to a ballplayer 
who thought he was skilled enough to play all nine 
positions at once—to make every out and score every 
run all by himself? That would be the height of 
arrogance and ignorance, wouldn’t it? Just like players 
on a team, we Christians need each other. We all at 
times find ourselves in need of correction, 
encouragement, instruction, or comfort. Sometimes 
we need to do the correcting, encouraging, instructing 
and comforting. But no solitary Christian can play the 
game of life all by himself. The game is too demanding 
and too important. In fact, it’s not just a game. It’s a 
life and death struggle. Eternity is on the line. 
     Christian, your teammates need you. There 
aren’t many ballplayers so versatile that they can play 
every position. But in Christianity, everybody can play 
at least one. Everybody has a contribution to make. 
Most Christians can make several. It’s important to 
see churches as more than just spiritual gas stations 
or grocery stores—places we go to get something we 
need. Churches are places where we can give 
something too. 
     Can you be a player without a team? Can you be a 
Christian without a church? In theory, yes. But a 
better question is: Why would you want to? 

Your teammate in Christ, 
Pastor Sims 

May 1st at Noon 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 

Needed monthly—General Fund ................$41,215.75 

General received in March............................. 37,113.18 

Needed monthly—Missions ............................... 6,000.00 

Missions received in March.............................. 14,751.12 

Disbursements in March ................................... 45,316.04 

Checkbook balance March 31st ..................... 9,894.47  

 

Summaries of other reports—Receipts for 

1.  Synod Missions—March............................$14,751.12 

     Synod Missions since January ...................31,237.26 

2.  Lakeside Operational—March ................... 2,306.32 

     Lakeside Operational since January......... 5,694.90 

3.  Lakeside Building—March .............................. 351.50 

     Lakeside Building since January.................... 876.75 

School News—by Paul Ihde, principal 

Here’s a look at the month gone by: 

      On March 30th, a social studies fair was held in 

the church basement.  All students in 5-8 grade 

submitted individual projects.  The 7-8 graders wrote 

research papers that accompanied their displays.  

Students in younger grades submitted group projects.  

All of the children were available to answer questions 

about their displays.  Look forward to an art fair next 

year! 

      In April, students in band and choir competed at 

the Lakeside Lutheran Fine Arts Fair.  Both groups 

earned a “1” rating and did a tremendous job.  

Many of our students also competed as soloists or 

ensembles.  In all, 18 of our 26 5-8 graders 

participated in some way in the Fine Arts Fair.  We 

truly hope God continues to bless us with young 

musicians that enjoy using their talents for His glory! 

      Preschoolers underwent readiness testing during 

the second week of April.  The testing provides 

parents with useful feedback that tells them what 

their children are excelling at and what skills they can 

continue to improve.  We are expecting a 

kindergarten class of nine students next year. 

      The school had a Buddy Day on Wednesday, April 

23rd.  The 7-8 graders “buddied up” with 3-4 graders.  

5-6 graders paired with students in K-2.  The purpose 

of our Buddy Days are to encourage social 

interaction with kids of different age levels, to break 

from the regular routine, and to have fun!  The 

students read to each other, played kickball, and 

navigated their way through a Bible scavenger hunt. 

Upcoming Events on page 4... 

Church Attendance 

Date Total  

March 27/30 482 

April 3/6 379 

April 10/13 381 

April 17/20 389 

May Birthdays 
Robert Hurchman 22nd 83 years 

Doretta Helwig 23rd 88 years  

Verna Schultz 25th 86 years 

Ushering Schedule 
 

May 4th and May 11th 

Team 3 Team 9 

7:45 am 10:30 am 

Lawrence Olson, Capt. Gerald Salzwedel, Capt. 

Gene Beier Otto Mattke 

Waldamar Vick Wilbert Vick 

Dale Henning Paul Kehl 

James McCormick   
 

May 18th and May 25th 
Team 4 Team 10 

7:45 am 18th—10:30 am 

Howard Nehmer, Capt. 25th—10:00am 

Jeff Lewke Roger Weiland, Capt. 

Darryl Berndt Dan Weiland 

Jeremy Berndt Brady Weiland 

Ron Lewke Brandon Lee 

 Zach Parpart 
 
 

     If you have any questions about the schedule, 

would like to be added as an usher or won't be able 

to serve any longer as an usher, please call Julie 

Doyle at 608 846-5103.  
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School News Continued 
The final month is always the busiest!  We have much to do.  Here is a list of upcoming events: 

 

Friday, April 25  *  Something Special for the 7th Graders at LLHS 

*  “BUGZ” the musical, performed by Pre-K through 4th grade at 2pm and 6:30pm 

Sunday, April 27 * Confirmation Sunday:  Examination at 9am, Confirmation in the 10:30am service 

*  5-8 grade sing in the 10:30am service 

Monday, April 28 *  5-8 grade field trip to Green Bay and the EAA Flight Museum 

Tuesday, April 29 *  Softball vs. Juneau, away, 4pm 

Thursday, May 1 *  Ascension, Grade School Choir sings at 7pm 

Friday, May 2  *  Zion K-4 Track Meet at 12:30-2:30pm 

Saturday, May 3 *  5-8 Track Meet at LPS, 8am 

   *  Zion Lutheran Church Anniversary Service  

       and Dinner 3pm-6pm, K-8 sings 

Tuesday, May 6 *  Softball vs. Waterloo, away, 4pm 

Saturday, May 10 *  5-8 Track Meet at Ft. Atkinson, 8am 

Tuesday, May 13 *  Spring Concert at 1:30pm and 7pm 

Friday, May 16  *  Early Release at 12:30pm  

*  5-8 Softball Tournament 

Wednesday, May 21 *  8th grade banquet at 6pm 

Thursday, May 22 *  8th grade graduation in 7pm service 

   *  Pre-K through 7th grade sings 

Friday, May 23  *  Early Release at 12:30pm  LAST DAY OF SCHOOL! 

VBS Update 
     Kremer’s  VBS program, “God’s 

Great Rescue,”  will be lots of fun. There 

will be rescue vehicles in the lunch, 

craft and activities.  Kids will learn how 

God rescues and protects his people. 

Anyone who would like to help build/

paint decorations can come to school 

on Saturday, May  31st at 9:00am. 

     Once again we will be having VBS 

one Sunday each summer month from 

approximately 11:30am to 1:30pm. 

Children ages 3 years old through sixth 

grade will enjoy a different Bible lesson, 

lunch and craft each time. The 

following are the dates for Zion’s 

upcoming Vacation Bible School: June 
8th, July 13th, August 10th. Registration 

forms will be in the back of church by 

mid to late May. If you have any 

questions or would like more 

information, please call Becky Weidner 

at 623-5796. 

Confirmation 2007 

     Eighteen eighth graders will be confirmed on Sunday, 

April 27th. The Examination of these students will be held at 

9:15am. Their confirmation and communion service will 

begin at 10:30am. Everyone is invited to attend these 

services. The following is a list of the eighteen confirmands: 

Nathan Anton Christopher Henning 

Kane Browskowski Taylor Hurkman  

Samuel Cares Nicholas Lindert 

Sierra Evers Justin Maier 

Ryan Goodinson Jessica Pratt 

Keally Gosdeck Garrett Schey 

Alex Grebe Dawn Tramburg 

Amy Greiling Anthony Vick 

Lindsey Heiling Kyle Winter 

Katelyn Wolf with her project at the 
Social Studies Fair 
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Power Hour 
      We had a great time at Power 

Hour this month as Jason Nickels, 

biology teacher at Lakeside 

Lutheran High School, brought 

some animals from his classroom to 

share with the kids.  He talked 

about some of the differences 

between pairs of animals that he 

brought:  two species of turtle, a 

gerbil and a rat, and a bearded 

lizard and a gecko.  He also 

shared a tortoise that the children 

were able to pet.  We heard some 

animal stories from Mrs. Klug and 

all the kids were able to make their 

own birdfeeder to take home.  

Join us Saturday May 10th as we 

welcome a local veterinarian to 

Power Hour. 

Above: Jason Nickels is showing Jack 
Schultz, Claire Schultz, Gavin 
Wodill, and Faith Retzlaff a tortoise.   

Left: Faith Retzlaff and Gavin Wodill 
are getting a closer look at the 
tortoise.  

Ringing and Singing the  
Good News 

      On Wednesday, April 2nd, Zion’s 

bell choir and mixed choir visited the 

Larson House to share an Easter 

message. About two dozen of the 

residents gathered to hear the music. 

The songs started with Palm Sunday’s 

“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna,” moved 

on to a variety of Lenten hymns, and 

finished with Easter selections 

including “Jesus Christ is Risen” and 

“Crown Him, the Risen King.” Director 

Mary Kluetzman introduced each set 

of songs, explaining how it fit in the 

Easter story of Jesus’ life, death and 

resurrection.  

Upper: Bell choir; Lower Left: Larson 
House residents enjoying the music; 
Lower Right: Mixed choir 
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Elders Board 
by Jeff Krakow, chairman 

The Great Commission. 

      Just what is the great 

commission? If you open your 

Bible to Matthew chapter 28 just 

before verse 16, you will see the 

sub-heading of The Great 
Commission. So, what does God 

tell us there? Verses 19 and 20 

say, “Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the 
age.” We are to baptize and 

teach all nations. You may be 

wondering how you can get to all 

nations. With the technology we 

have today, we can do an awful 

lot in a very short time. Even 

better, we belong to the 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 

Synod. With our support, our 

Synod sends missionaries all over 

the world, baptizing and 

teaching. With our support, Zion 

Evangelical Lutheran Church is at 

work baptizing and teaching in 

our area. 

      God tells us in Acts 1:8 “… you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
and all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth.” Let’s just 

start with Jerusalem. Where is our 

Jerusalem? Isn’t it right here in 

Columbus? Or, should we make it 

a little smaller and say Zion 

congregation or start in our own 

family? “The responsibility God 

gives to parents is to bring up their 

children in the fear of the Lord. 

We do this by bringing them to 

church to be baptized and by 

teaching them. If every 

household took this responsibility 

seriously, the inreach evangelistic 

work of the church would be 

largely done.” (The People’s Bible 

–Matthew page 443) The elders 

board is starting a shepherding 

program to help encourage 

every one of our members to 

hear God’s Word and receive the 

Lord’s Supper regularly. It is our 

hope and prayer that all of our 

members will encourage each 

other to diligently hear and study 

God’s Word and regularly receive 

the Sacrament. This is not just our 

prayer; it is also God’s will, “He is 
patient with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance.” (2 Peter 

3:9b) 

      So, let’s start acting on The 
Great Commission and let it begin 

in our home, our own home and 

our church home. In our Savior’s 

eyes, preparing souls for eternity is 

the most important work we 

could ever do for Him. 

Board of Education 
by Roger Weiland, chairman 

      The Zion Board of Education 

convened on April 9th, 2008.  Here 

is a summary of the discussions 

that took place. 

      Currently, Zion School is in the 

final steps to initiate a Latch-Key 

Program that will benefit our Zion 

working families by providing 

additional child care after school 

hours to our students.  The long 

term goal is to have early morning 

and afternoon child care to help 

our families of Zion. 

      The Board of Education has 

also recently reviewed and 

approved the financial budget for 

08/09 school year to help forecast 

the Christian educational goals of 

Zion as well as to keep the school 

faculty moving forward and up to 

date with the demands of today’s 

ever-changing educational world. 

      Zion Lutheran School will be 

introducing a new computer lab in 

the 08/09 school year that will 

allow the teachers to use 

computers as an enhancement 

tool to help better prepare our 

children for high school and 

beyond. 

      Our Zion teachers are 

continuing to receive the most 

recent educational materials and 

information through summer 

educational classes and work 

shops.  Principal Paul Ihde is 

enrolled at Cardinal Stritch 

University to obtain his Masters 

Degree in Education which will 

have a direct effect on the overall 

strengths of the Zion Lutheran 

School staff.  Zion Lutheran School 

is currently in the development 

process to become an accredited 

school.  Accreditation is a step 

toward ensuring the improvement 

and quality of our educational 

program. 

      If you have any questions 

about Zion Lutheran School please 

feel free to contact a Pastor, 

School staff, and/or a Board of 

Education member. 

Book Reviews 
      Our church library is continuing to grow—new 

books are being added regularly.  The review 

below is printed with permission from NPH’s online 

catalog. More reviews will be printed in the 

Messenger each month. For more information 

about the library, contact Becky Retzlaff, 623-2623.  

Each Day with Jesus Large Print Daily Devotions 
Through the Year, by Rudolph F. Norden 

      This large-print gift edition, condensed from the paperback version, 

includes 365 daily devotions, plus additional readings for special 

occasions. As you read, you'll find strength and encouragement for 

your walk with Jesus while you grow in your commitment to Him each 

day. Large-print.   
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kid’s page 


