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What is a symbol?

Today'’s believer sees a Christian symbol and is
directed to a divine truth.

A handshake is symbolic. A
dove is symbolic. The color red is
symbolic. For each of these
symbols, you and | understand that

more than one meaning is possible,

depending on the context. For
example, we intend something by
shaking hands—agreement or
greeting. A dove isn't just a bird; its
image signifies peace or love. Red
can warn us of danger, signal
passion, or remind us of blood.

Symbols have been part of
human life since God put two trees
in the Garden of Eden. God used
the tfree of life to remind Adam
and Eve of the life only he could
give, and he used the free of the
knowledge of good and evil to be
a sign of his holy will. Adam and
Eve were aware these trees had
special meanings because God
made them symbolic.

Our word symbol comes from
two Greek words: syn means
“together” and ballein means “to
throw.” Symbol simply means to
“put together” or “compare.” But
what is put together or compared?
A symbol joins a visible sign fo an
invisible idea. For example, a
symbol such as a red heart (visible
sign) is joined to romantic love
(invisible idea).

In order to have value or
meaning in a social setting,
symbols must be understood and
shared by at least two people. The
use of symbols came naturally to
gatherings of Christians because
matters of faith and religion are
essentially invisible and abstract.
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Believers remember God's promise
that the son of a woman would
crush the devil's head. They know
this salvation: our Lord Jesus Christ
came to earth in human form and
crushed sin, death, and the devil
through his sacrifice on a “tree.”
For believers, that free of sacrifice is
the cross, which is the most
meaningful of Christian symbols.

With good purpose God has
provided many examples of
symbolism in his Word, and Jesus
used many symbols in his tfeaching.
Throughout history, God's people
have used symbols for two
purposes. The first use is devotional.
In other words, these symbols are
used to aid and enhance Christian
faith life. For example, when we
stand for the reading of the gospel,
our act of standing is a devotional
symbol. The second use is
educational. Simply put, symbols
are used to teach and explain.
When we show our children a
rainbow and tell them about
God'’s promise to Noah, we are
using an educational symbol.

Today's believer sees a
Christian symbol and is directed to
a divine truth. But a believer also
makes a connection with the past
and to the believers who shared
the same symbols that captured
the same faith. The wise church
retains symbols and their
meanings.
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Ushering Schedule

January 3rd and January 10th

7:45 am 10:30 am
Team 2 Team 6
Delmar Vick (C) Don Rahn (C)
Randy Vick Phil Manteufel

Peter Lewke
John Cares

Kenneth Schulz
Ray Grueneberg

January 17th and January 24th

7:45 am 10:30 am

Team 3 Team 7

Lawrence Olson (C)  Steve Weiland (C)
Gene Beier Dave Harle
Waldamar Vick Mike Owens

Ty Vick Tony Owens

Kevin Vick Gary Schuhmacher

Ryan Goodinson

January 31st and February 7th

7:45 am 10:30 am

Team 4 Team 8

Darryl Berndt (C) Roger Gavitt (C)
Jeff Lewke George Peeper
Jeremy Berndt Eric Parpart

Ron Lewke Bradley Sennhenn
John Potenberg Neal Sennhenn
Garrett Schey

If you have any questions about the
schedule, would like to be added as an
usher or won't be able to serve any longer
as an usher, please call Julie Doyle at (608)
846-5103.

Ladies Society

At our January 7th meeting,
we will be cleaning up some
of the hymnals from church.
Bring soft rags and erasers to
help with the cleaning.
All ladies are welcome to
come for an afternoon of
fellowship at 2:00pm in the
church basement.

Thank You to Thrivent

For 2009, Thrivent’'s Care in
Congregations Program
shared $1250.00 which went
to help the Planning Board's
DVD Bible Study, Vacation
Bible School, Christmas for
Kids, The Lutheran Women's
Mission Society Lenten Meal,
the Zion School PATZ Lenten
Meal, Ladies Aide Cheer
Baskets, and Family Ministry’s
Kids Christmas Bags. Thanks to
all the volunteers that made
these events possible.

Ministrations
Marriages

4. Raymond Watters &

Dianna Herzberg, married

11/7/09.

In Memoriam
8. Florence Thiede, born
11/4/15, dod 11/7/09.
9. Michele Horton, born
12/13/68, dod 11/19/09.

Baptism
15. Ellie Pearl Weidner,

daughter of Matthew &
Rebecca (nee Hildebrandt),
born 11/3/09, baptized
11/22/09.

16. Wayne Roger Winter, son
of Walter F. & Jannis (nee
Kramer) born 5/28/64,
baptized 11/22/09.

Messenger Articles

Contact Becky Weidner at 623-5796 if you
have any questions.

Please submit your articles by January 22nd.

Treasurer’s Report

January Birthdays

Lilly Lange 7th 95 years
Ruth Lienke 11th 82 years
Befty Donner 17th 83 years
Mildred Adkins 20th 89 years
Selma Dykstra 20th 81 years
Ruth Freck 22nd 85 years
Bernice Waterworth  27th 88 years

Needed monthly—General Fund ................ $52,089.17
General received in November ...........couu...... 34,264.46
Transfer from Undesignated Funds................. 10,000.00 November Church
Disbursements in NOVEMDET ........cvvevveereenn. 50,515.66 Attendance
Mission Receipts Date Total ~N
1. Synod Missions—November ...........co.c...... $7,267.96 29/1 372

Synod Missions since January ................... 81,883.34 5/8 369
2. Lakeside Operational—November............ 2,163.65 12/15 399

Lakeside Operational since January.......20,233.69 19/22 387
3. Lakeside Building—November....................... 399.00 25/26 127

Lakeside Building since January................. 3,446.25 29 323
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Church Library

As we all begin a new year, it is a great time to start or continue with renewed enthusiasm that special
fime of day, family or personal devotion. Whether it's af the breakfast or dinner table, during that afternoon
lull at your desk, or with little ones snuggled under covers, take a few moments to learn and grow from His
Word. You and your family can't ask for a better addition to your routine. The church library offers a huge
selection of personal devotions. You may find several in the adult section in the 242 numbers, in the Family
section, and a few that are written by teens for teens in...the Teen section of course! Enjoy as long as
necessary!

If you've always wanted to use the library but weren't sure how, here's all you need to know: Each item
has a checkout card, usually on the inside back cover (sometimes attached to the outside of the item). You
just write down the date you are taking it, print your name, and leave it in the drawer on the far right of alll
the shelves. When you return the item, there is a drawer under the card display on the right side marked
"Library Returns." Leave the item there, and I'll reshelve it. That's it!

Success!

Zion's second Christmas for Kids event (Saturday,
December 12) was a huge success. 60 young ones
attended and enjoyed making various arts and
crafts, decorating cookies, playing games, and
eating a hot dog lunch.

A huge "Thank-You" to all of those that
volunteered fime and help. Your assistance certainly
contributed to the event's smooth operation. "Thank-
You" also to those that donated craft, food, or cookie
items. Such donations kept the budget low and
allowed other items to be purchased. One final
"Thank-You" to Zion's Outreach Board for funding the
event.

We look forward to continuing this special ministry
opportunity.

Relief Committee
I MAY NOT BE A "WISE MAN! BUT AT
LEAST I NEVER GOT SO LOST I HAD TO ASK
HEROD FOR DIRECTIONS.

Recipients of food delivered by the relief
committee send thank yous to the
congregation.

The relief committee will again collect
clothing only for St. Marcus church in
Milwaukee. Please have the items in boxes
or bags that will fit under the benches along
the wall in our fellowship hall. Collecting will
be January 3rd to January 24th. Any
questions, please call 623-3247.

CLoTHing Drive
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Lutheranism & Homosexuality Part 3 of 5

BUT WHAT IF | WAS BORN THIS WAY?

Natfure vs. Nurture. Developmental psychologists
love to argue this one back and forth on all sorts of
issues. If a child is exceptionally smart, is it because
he inherited a “smart gene” from his parents? Is it
because his parents read to him for countless hours
when he was young? Or is it a combination of both
those factors? It's hard to say.

There has been a lot of research intfo whether
homosexuality is learned behavior (nurture) or
whether people can be born with a predisposition
towards it (nature). Studies have looked at brain
chemistry and makeup, trying to see if there are
physiological differences between a homosexual
and heterosexual. One interesting recent study,
published in the Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences journal, found that “Gay men
and heterosexual women had halves of a similar
size, while the right side was bigger in lesbian
women and heterosexual men. A UK scientist said
this was evidence sexual orientation was set in the
womb.""However, you can find plenty other
scientists who say that sexuality is learned behavior.
So who's right?

What do you think?2 | honestly have no clue - no
idea whether homosexuality lies more in nature or
nurture. And as a theologian, | don't worry about
the fact that | don’t know. Because it doesn’t
matter.

Ever since the fall into sin, reproduction has been
tainted. Jesus himself said, “Flesh gives birth to
flesh” (John 3:6). The Greek word for flesh — sarx — is
pejorative. It brings to mind tainted flesh... weak
flesh... yes, sinful flesh. Because Adam and Eve fell
into sin and lost the image of God, they could not
give birth to holy, perfect children. And so, Cain kills
Abel. Murder takes one generation to appear on
earth after the infroduction of sin!

Sin ruined everything about the reproductive
process. Not only are children born with the ability to
feel things God never intended humans to feel -
hate, greed, envy, pride, etc. — but there are
physical abnormalities. God created Adam and Eve
with ten fingers and toes. That is not always the case
with Adam and Eve’s offspring, is it¢ Babies are born
with a host of physical deformities, none of which
God ever intended to be part of his Creation.

Those abnormalities are not an excuse to sin.
Take alcoholism. Scientists will tell you people can
have geneftic predispositions to alcoholism. (There
seems to be a lot more consensus on that in the
scientific community than there is about
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homosexuality!) If | am born with a genetic
predisposition to alcoholism, that does not excuse
me for becoming an alcoholic.

Say I am born without working legs... or born
blind... or born with spina bifida. With any of those, |
am going to face exira challenges that others, born
without those defects, will not have to face. That
does not give me the right to grow bitter. It does not
give me permission to be angry with God. For while
human life is always God's creation, human defects
never are. They are simply flesh giving birth to flesh.

Likewise, if homosexuality is indeed caused in
part or in whole by brain physiology, that does not
then give one the right to ignore or defy what God
has revealed in his Word. He forbids homosexuality.
It is against his will. That settles it, no matter if
homosexuality is the result of nature or nurture.

Challenging physiological developments can be
an opportunity. If | have a predisposition to
alcoholism, it provides occasion to give God great
glory. For if, in spite of that genetic curse, | can with
Christ’s help resist the temptation to succumb to
alcoholism, what a testimony to the power of God!
It proves what Paul wrote: "I can do everything
through him who gives me strength!” (Philippians
4:13). Likewise, if a person has a brain physiology
which inclines them to be attracted to the same-
sex, and yet they sfill struggle against that
inclination, what a powerful testimony of their love
for God and his Word.

Finally, remember that while we came into this
world with flawed human flesh, it will not always be
so. Scripture promises us that in the resurrection on
the Last Day, our bodies will be made perfect. Read
1 Corinthians 15 tfoday. It's chocked full of gorgeous
promises. The blind will see. The lame will walk. Those
who had a weak heart in this life will have a heart
that never skips a beat again. And if indeed there
are those who have brain physiology that is not as
God intended, God will take care of that in the
resurrection too. To him be praise!

By Jonathan Hein

Pastor, Beautiful Savior
Evangelical Lutheran Church (WELS)

thttp://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/health/7456588.stm
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JINGEE BELL
TAMBOURINE

To ring in 2010, make a joyful noise
with this musical instrument.

What you need:

* 2 plastic plates

* Hole punch

* Pen

* Beads or beans (or other
small items that will
make noise when shaken)

* Tacky craft glue

* 6 pieces of ribbon (each
about 5" long and 1/4" wide)

* 6 jingle bells

* Stickers

* Markers

What you do:

1. On the bottom of each plate,
write, “Shout for joy to the
LORD, all the earth”

(Psalm 100:1, NIV).

2.Punch six evenly spaced
holes around the rim of one
plate. Mark the holes with a
pen and then punch six
matching holes in the
second plate.

3. Pour the beads or beans
into one plate and then
squeeze glue around the
rim of that plate.

4. Place the other plate on top,
aligning the holes. (Make
sure the Bible verses are on
the outside.) Let it dry.

5. Thread one ribbon through
one hole and through one
bell, and then tie the ribbon.
Repeat five more times, once
for each hole.

6. Decorate the instrument
with stickers or markers.

7. Play your tambourine when
you sing your favorite songs.

Kid’s page
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ake 2 joytul noise

Paopie often gather with noisemakers to celebrate the promise of a
New year. Be thankeui and Joyrui For the many biessings In your life.

Using the musical note code, write the words of Psalm 100:2 (NIV) in the correct order below.
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January 2010

New Years Day

v * + ) * * 4
January 24 - Men'’s Choir (both)
January 31— LES 3-6 (10:30) No School
" (Cable Channel 98)
Christmas 2 ! # $ % &
WOR-HC (7:45,10:30) ) LA (2:00 BB @ Helenville Ema:mwg.&\ ..........................................................
) Classes Resume PSC (4:00p ) (2: )
SS & ABS (9:00) BC (630 ) THUSAAY ..o
MC (7:30 ) WOR (6:30p)
February 2010
S MTWTF S
" Epiphany (obs.) 1 " # 1 2 3 456
PSC (4:00p ) 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
WOR (7:45,10:30) _ ABS (9:00a ) BC (6:30 ) End of 2nd Qtr. 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
SS (9:00); NO ABS Principal's Conf. MC (7:30 )
0 ABoys BB @TSL Lakeside Ladies Guild 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
(7pm)
NEW MEMBER ; 4 BBoys BB @ 28
WELCOME BRUNCH BGirls BB @ Eaststide | WOR (6:30p) pardeevile
(9:00a at church) z_mwﬁ_:@ Night (6:30p
% Baptism of Christ % & -
Adult Bible Study
WOR (7:45,10:30) ABS (9:00a ) ' .Basketball
SS & ABS (9:00) Newsletter Deadine _Bell Choir
Spelling Bee (6:30p) ABoys BB @ Waterloo o . Bible Information Class
Zion Voter's Meeting PSC (4:00p ) wWonm Hn Praire (no e s Holy Communion
(7:30p ) BC®@3 ) | 77 LA Ladies Aide
MC (7:30 ) WOR-HC®30p) | | | LES e Lutheran Elementary School
............................. Lakeside Lutheran High School
............................................................... Mixed Choir
1 A " # $ % & o PATZ Parents and Teachers of Zion
Epiphany 3 - Jan 24 LLHS futre Freshmen | | 1 | PSC Public School Qa_mawwa_ﬁ
WOR (7:45,10:30 . Testing6:300) | | R fiture | SBns oftba
SS & %wm (9:00) : ABS (3:00a ) 9630 __m_._._,w future : ..To Be Announced
: - : reshman testing @ ne Worship Service
ABoys BB @ St PSC (4:00p ) WOR-HC(6:30p) 8:30am
Epiphany 4 - Jan 31 Jeromes : BC(6:30 ) BB vs. Our : Volleyball
WOR-HC (7:45,10:30) MC (7:30 ) Redeemer Vacation Bible School
SS & ABS (9:00) Preschool Open [({EES) Event at Church
House 9am-12pm (0peN BOOK) ..o Event at School
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE
L S _
b Thursday WOrShip .........eeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeceeriens 6:30p
A, Sunday Worship at church .............c..c........ 7:45, 10:30a
Sunday Adult Bible Study at church.................... 9:00a
Sunday School at Zion School............cccccocevvennee. 9:00a

School located at 822 Western Ave.
Church located at 254 W. Mill St

Upcoming Events

Mon., Jan 4 « Classes Resume
Sun., Jan 10 « New Member Welcome Brunch
Wed., Jan 13 » Meeting Night
Mon., Jan 18 * Voters Meeting
Fri., Jan 22 « Newsletter Deadline
Sat., Jan 30 ¢ Preschool Open House




