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Our mission

The mission of Zion
Evangelical Lutheran Church
and School is to preach and
feach God's saving Word in

all its truth and purity.
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revdansims@powercom.net

Robert Wilke, pastor
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Why was nature so commonly used for

Christian symbols?
The fish is one of the earliest Christian symbols.

In days past—days not so long
ago actually—before meadows
were malls and forests were
freeways, the natural world was
nearby and closely observed. When
believers desired pictures for religious
concepts, they looked to nature for
its ready bounty of symbolic
meaning. Jesus himself points us to
nafure when he asks his followers to
consider the flowers of the field and
birds of the air (Matthew 6:25-30).

In the Old Testament, natural
imagery was avoided because of
God's will fo keep his people apart
from pagans and their idolatrous
customs. Remember how the golden
calf, probably modeled after
Egyptian gods, was an abomination
to the Lord (Exodus 32). Solomon'’s
temple and its furnishings were
decorated with images of palm
trees, lilies, pomegranates, gourds,
lions, and bulls, but Solomon avoided
using any overtly pagan symbolism.

Early Christians often borrowed
images used by pagans, sometimes
mixing Christian elements with
pagan, sometimes repurposing them
for Christian meanings. In his epistles
the apostle Paul had to advise
caution when dealing with pracftices
that could lead some astray. The
early church struggled to create its
own symbolic language.

The fish is one of the earliest
Christian symbols. The fish, or ichthus,
became a secret sign for Christians
during persecution; it survives today
as a meaningful symbol for Jesus and
for the Christian. In Greek, the letters
for fish are the same letters that
begin each word of the following
phrase: "Jesus Christ God’s Son
Savior.”
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Many other honored Christian
symbols have fallen info disuse.
Flowers—lilies for the annunciation,
gladiolas for the incarnation, daisies
for the Christ Child's innocence, and
a rose for the nativity—are not
commonly understood beyond their
simple decorative appeal. It's too
bad that vines no longer adorn
churches and furnishings, even as
decorative motifs. In the past,
carvings and pictures of vines filled
the smallest of churches as a
reminder of our Lord’s declaration
that he is the vine and we are the
branches (John 15:5).

Some other Christian symbols
have fallen info disuse because they
are more likely to evoke fable than
spiritual fruth. For example, at one
time the unicorn was a common
symbol for Jesus Christ, but who
would understand why today?
Likewise the phoenix, the peacock,
and the pelican have had their
symbolic meanings obscured over
time, thanks in part to our growing
scienftific knowledge about them.

In new construction, architects
and designers should consider the
value of time-honored symbols from
the natural world. Among other
symbols, these are especially worthy:
the butterfly (resurrection), the dove
(peace), the fish (the Christian), fruit
(the fruits of faith), the lamb (the
helpless sinner), the sparrow (the
lowly), palm branches (tfriumph over
death), and frees (life).

© 2009 Northwestern Publishing House.
All rights reserved.

Scripture is taken from THE HOLY BIBLE,
NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION.®

PAGE 1



Ushering Schedule

May 2 and May 9
7:45 am

Team 12

John Evers (C)
Lee Evers

Terry Braatz
Aaron Braatz
Seth Zunker

May 16 and May 23
7:45 am

Team 1

Jeff Henning (C)
Leo Fischer

Michael Fischer
Christopher Henning

May 30 and June 6
7:45 am May 30
7:45 am June 6
Team 2

Delmar Vick (C)
Randy Vick
Kenneth Schulz
Ray Grueneberg

10:30 am
Team é

Don Rahn (C)
Phil Manteufel
Peter Lewke
John Cares

10:30 am

Team 7

Steve Weiland (C)
Dave Harle

Mike Owens

Tony Owens

Gary Schuhmacher
Ryan Goodinson

10:30 am May 30
10:00 am June 6
Team 8

Roger Gavitt (C)
George Peeper
Eric Parpart
Bradley Sennhenn
Neal Sennhenn

Ladies Society

On May éth we will have
our Potluck meeting starting
at 12:30pm. Members are
asked to bring a dish to pass
along with their own table
service.

Students from Zion's
grades one through four will
entertain us after lunch.

During our meeting we
will contfinue our discussion
of our Constitution and By-
laws. All ladies are welcome.

Ministrations
Marriages

2. Stacy Winter and Nick
Margelovsky married
3/20/10.

In Memoriam
5. Harold Wolter, born
6/4/16, died 3/16/10.
6. Ester Bergauer, born
4/14/10, died 3/23/10.
7. Howard Nehmer, born
11/28/45, died 3/31/10.

Messenger Articles

Please submit your articles
by May 21st. Contact Becky
Weidner at 623-5796 if you
have any questions.

Lakeside Ladies

Lakeside Ladies Guild will
meet on Wednesday, May
12th at 7pm. The servers for
the evening include the
ladies from St. John,
Waterloo; Zion, Columbus; St.
Paul, Marshall; St. John,
Newville.

The program for the
evening willbe a
presentation by Pastor
Schoenick on his trip to Israel.
The men are always invited
fo join us. Make plans to
atftend.

If you have any questions about the
schedule, would like to be added as an usher May Birthdays
or won't be able to serve any longer as an
usher, please call Julie Doyle at (608) 846-5103. Lorraine Huebner Ist 81 years
Elaine Vangen 5th 84 years
May Babysitters for Sunday Adult Bible Study Doretta Helwig 23rd 90 years
May 2 Brady/Bryce Weiland Verna Schultz 25th 88 years
May 9 Kathryn Sanderson/Amy Greiling Robert Hurckman 31st 85 years
May 16 Miranda/Katelyn Wolf
May 23 Jessica/Brooks Pratt
Treasurer’s Report
Needed monthly—General Fund ................ $52,089.17
General received in MarCh......cccoecvecveeveennen. 32,708.05
Transfer from Undesignated Funds................. 20,000.00 March Church Attendance
Disbursements in March .......cccocceeveeeeeeieenenee. 45,605.22 Date Total
.. . 3 340
Mission Receipts 7 405
1. Synod Missions—March .......ccceveeuvenenee. $6,477.76 10 349
Synod Missions since January .................. 19,484.69 14 315
2. Lakeside Operational—March.................. 2,069.25 17 186
Lakeside Operational since January ....... 6,271.56 21 376
3. Lakeside Building—March........cccccveeveevenne. 273.00 24 253
Lakeside Building since January ............... 1,082.00 28 406

ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, COLUMBUS, WISCONSIN

PAGE 2



School News—by Paul Ihde, principal

May Principal’s Report

“I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be
condemned; he has crossed over from death fo life.” John 5:24

The above passage coincides with our theme for this school year: Stop, Look, and Listen! As another
year draws to a close and reflection of the past year begins, there are a variety of ways to gauge success.
One could evaluate our students’ academic achievement, successful school programs, effective
communication, etc. Certainly, all of these items are important. As a school, we strive for success in all of
these areas. However, Zion's highest priority is assisting parents in providing a Christian education for its
children. We have the unique ability to spread God's Word to the students in our classroom through daily
devotions, religion classes, and even the subject areas themselves. When we read the passage above, we
realize just why our school exists and why its mission is so important. Each day, the Holy Spirit has an
opportunity to work faith in the hearts of children at Zion. Through faith, we have crossed over from death to
life. In this regard, the school year gone by has been a tremendous success!

Upcoming March and April Events
P ° P o Call Accepted
Sat. May 1 5-8 Grqde Trock at LPS, beglrm.lng at 8:00am Dear brothers and sisters of Zion,
Sun.  May?2 PreK-4 sing in the 10:30am service After prayers and thoughtful
Wed. May 5 5-8 Softball vs. Eastside, Away, 4:15pm consideration, | am happy to say
Fri. May 7 K-4 Track meet at Zion, beginning at 12:30pm that I am accepting the call you
Sat.  May8 5-8 Track at Fort Atkinson High School, extended fo me fo serve as
beginning at 8:00am teacher, youth choir director, and
Mon. May 10  5-8 Softball vs. Pardeeville, Away orggms‘r. I am looking forward TO
Tue. May 11  Spring School Performance at 1:30pm and serving the Lord as I serve you in
6:30pm these positions. | pray that my time
and work at Zion will be a
Wed. May 12 5-8 Softball vs. Sun Prairie, Home, 4:15pm W onwi
. . blessing to you.
Sun.  May 16 K-8 sing, 4 grade hand chimes and 5-8 hand 0 .
chimes play in the 10:30am Ascension service meg‘\ryo\lllwci? J(')” Ogr?o: Sreef Tec;(ilr:id fo
) you w
Wed. May 19 5-8 Softball vs. Our Redeemer, Home, 4:15o0m you as we follow the Lord down this
Fri. May 21 Due date for FACTS grant/aid forms or new path in our life.
payment plans May God’s blessings be upon
Early Release at 12:30pm you now and always through Jesus
5-8 Softball tournament at Brandt Park in our risen Savior.
Watertown, 1:00pm Christ’s Servant,
Mon. May24  7-8 Grade Trip to Great America Matthew Kanzenbach
Wed. May 26 8h Grade Banquet beginning at 6:00pm
Thurs. May 27 Last Day of Schooll Early Release at 12:30pm
8 Grade Graduation in the 6:30pm service,
Preschool through 7th Grade sing

E-MAIL NEWSLETTER

In an effort fo cut down on postage and paper costs, save office prep time and communicate more

efficiently with our members we would like to begin sending out The Messenger via e-mail. If you would like
to take part just send an e-mail to Rhonda Minick at zionles@charterinternet.com and she will begin sending
you a link fo the monthly newsletter in PDF format. As always the newsletter will also be posted on our
website at www.zioncolumbus.org. And, don’t worry, if you don’t have e-mail you can continue to receive
The Messenger the old-fashioned way.
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Board of Education Report, by Philip Manteufel Confirmation 2010

Matthew Kanzenbach has accepted the call as

Fourteen eighth graders were confirmed on

Zion's Third and Fourth grade teacher. We look Sunday, April 25th. The Examination of these

forward to working with him as he joins the Zion family students was held at 9:15am. Their confirmation

assisting us in the training and growth of our children. and communion service was at 10:30am. The
We are working with the Zion Planning Board in following is a list of the fourteen confirmands:

the replacement of our school ovens. Together, we
are waiting for a third quote on replacement opfions.
Once that quote has been received, we can make a
proposal to the Church Council on the best set of
stoves to buy based on price and options.

The pre-enroliment packets for the 2010-2011
school year have been sent home. Completed forms
are being returned as we plan for the next school
year.

A review of the science curriculum has been
completed. Sample textbooks are on order and we
will be selecting new science textbooks this summer.

The board looked at some communication tools
that show promise at Zion. The first tool would allow
parents of students in grades 3-8 online access to
their child's grades. The second tool would be an
automated alert system for parents informing them of
school emergencies/cancellations that can be sent
via text message or email. It could be used to inform
of severe weather situations, changes in practice
schedules, and other important
announcements. We hope that these tools will
increase the effectiveness of communication with
our school families.

Ideas or questions are always welcome by the
principal or any of the board members.

Nicholas Jeffrey Arndt
Wyatt James Browskowski
Amy M. Denikas
Emily Lynn England
Amanda Renee Kehl
Alyssa Rose Lee
Thor Fitzgerald Manson
Maria Rae Manteufel
Ashley Marie Marcks
Kendra Le Ann Minick
John Louis Paleno
Dylan Frederick Schultz
Maxwell Paul Tramburg

Kalina Rae Buelow Udell

VBS Save the Date

Mark your summer calendars. The following are the dates for
Zion's upcoming Vacation Bible School: June 13th, July 11th,
August 8th.

Once again we will be having VBS one Sunday each summer
month from approximately 11:30am to 1:30pm. Children ages 3
years old through sixth grade will enjoy a different Bible lesson,
lunch and craft each time.

Friends and family are welcome O °
too. Registration forms will be W GROW[NG
available in May. .

There are a variety of ways lot in
you could help out with VBS
(teaching, publicity, clean up,
etc.). If you are interested in ‘ \(9!‘..
helping, please contact Becky M-% :

Weidner, 623-5796 or Kelly Ihde, N = CHRIST
623-9477.
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Adult Co-Ed Softball Team

Zion will once again be fielding
an adult coed softball team.
Anyone who is confirmed is invited
to sign up and play. Games will be
played on Wednesday nights at
6:30pm. There will be a sign up
sheet on the information table in
the back of church. If anyone has
qguestions, please call Dan Schuliz
at 920-350-2510.
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000 NEWS T-5HIRT

Jesus told his disciples — and us —
to go into all the world and preach
the good news. Wherever you go,

this cool T-shirt will help spark
conversations about your faith.

What you need:

* Newspaper

» Cardboard

Plain white, cotton T-shirt
Permanent markers
Goggles (optional)

Eye dropper

Rubbing alcohol

* Clothes hanger

What you do:

1. Cover a table with news-
paper. (Work outside or in
a well-ventilated area.)

2. Place a piece of cardboard
inside your T-shirt. (This
keeps pen marks from going
through to the other side.)

3. With permanent markers,
draw a design of large
circles, spirals, hearts, etc.

4. Wear goggles while drop-
ping rubbing alcohol onto
your designs with an eye
dropper. As the alcohol
permeates the permanent
marker, the color will break
up and spread in interest-
ing ways.

5. Hang the shirt to dry.

6. When the shirt is dry, place
cardboard inside it again.
On the front, write “I have
some good news to share
with you.” You can also
write a Bible verse.

“I am with you always.”

Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he encouraged his
disciples in the work they had to do. We, too, are Jesus’
Vﬁ disciples and should follow his same instructions.

Follow the words in the clouds to find Mark 16:15-16a, NIV.
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May 2010

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Special Music Schedule 1
May 2 - MC/BC (7:45) :
- PreK-4 w/ SS (10:30) mwmom%%%@ A5
May 9 - MC /BC (10:30 ' o
May 13 - MC A v I have been reminded of your sincere faith,
May 16 - K-8, HC 4: HC 5-8 (10:30) Which first lived in your grandmother...
Xay 1o ! ! ’ and in your mother...and...now lives in you also.
May 27 - PreK-7, Band 2wy 13
May 30 - MC (both) !
TV SERVICE SCHEDULE
2 Easter5 3 4 5 6 7 8 (Cable Channel 98) .
Bible Breakfast .@o&g@ ................................................................... ““wmn
5.8 Softball @ (6:008 %) <,th% mv\asmon
WOR-HC (7:45,10:30) ABS (9:00a %) Eastside (4:15p) 5-8 Grade Conf Track ;m 3Mw BY v @..oom
ABS (9:00) LA (12:30 ) Meet @ Fort Atkinson USOBY oottt Wa
8:00a)
BC (6:30 %) . (
MC (7:30 %) Zion K-4 @.aam.jm% June 2010
. Meet (12:30-2:30 ()
WOR (6:30p) SMTWTF S
O Easter 6 10 11 12 13 Ascension 14 15 12345
Mother's Day 5-8 Softball vs. Sun 6 7 8 9 1011 12
WOR (7:45,10:30) 5-8 Softball @ ABS (9:00a ) Prairie (4:15p Home) Bible Breakfast
ABS (9:00) Pardeeville BC (6:30 %) (6:00a %) 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
; Spring Concert (1:30 | MC (7:30 ) 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
&6:30 ) Lakeside Ladies Guild
(7pm) P 27 28 29 30
Meeting Night (6:30p T {cendion Day
) WOR-HC (6:30 p)
16 Ascension 17 18 19 20 21 22 CALENDAR KEY
5-8 Softball vs. Our Newsletter Deadline Adult Bible Study
! . . ABS (9:00a ¥) Redeemer (4:15p Bible Breakfast ..Basketball
M,mumﬂm_v.._%o%;m, 10:30) Home) (6:00a ) ...Bell Choir
' EarlyRelease (1230p) | | |BIC.reeeie Bible Information Class
Softball Touney @ | | [ HC e Holy Communion
BC (6:30 =) BrandtParkin | | LA Ladies Aide
MC (7:30 ) . Watertown (1:00 pm) .Lutheran Elementary School
WOR (6:30 p) Lakeside Lutheran High School
............................................................... Mixed Choir
23 Pentecost 24 25 26 27 28 29 | |PATZun Parents and Teachers of Zion
WOR (7:45,10:30) 7-8 Grade Great Last Day of School BibleBreakfast | 0 | |PSCu Public School Confirmation
ABS (2:00) America Trip 8th Grade Banquet | Early Release (12:30p) | (6:00a %) I Softball
(6:00p (1) %0700_.m .To Be Announced
30 Holy Trinity 31 Graduation/Closing TN O .I ) Divine <<oa:_/w m__m:no,m
. . SR VB s olleyba
WORHC (7:45:10:00) | pemorial D Rasient Service Summer Break %, g atl (& Vacation Bible moﬁoo_
NO ABS emorial Day MC (7:30 %) WORHC (6:30p)  |Begins X598 @S | ooy
G (01X N Event at Church

o«

LL) (0pen book) ........evevveeerrrieniiiens Event at School
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Thursday WOrship ..., 6:30p
Sunday Worship ..., 7:45, 10:30a

(Summer schedule starts

Sunday Adult Bible Study at church.........

May 30th—uworship 7:45, 10:00a)

School located at 822 Western Awve.
Church located at 254 W. Mill St.

........... 9:00a

Upcoming Events

May 9 ¢ Mother’s Day
May 12 « Meeting Night
May 13 ¢ Ascension Day

May 26 « 8th grade Banquet
May 27 « Last day of school

May 21 « Newsletter deadline

May 27 « Graduation/Closing service




