
January 4, 2015 (Epiphany Sunday)        Isaiah 60:1-6 

 

RISE AND SHINE 

 

“Rise and shine.”  Have any of you parents ever walked into your child’s bedroom in the morning, opened 

up the blinds or the curtains and said, “Rise and shine?”  I remember doing that to my kids and to be 

honest, they weren’t words they wanted to hear.  It meant it was time to get up and get the new day 

started.  They would usually mumble a few words, put the blankets over their heads and want a few more 

minutes to wake up. 

 

The prophet Isaiah speaks those same words to us this morning as we celebrate the festival of the 

Epiphany.  The word epiphany means to reveal or show forth, to shine.  During this season Jesus reveals 

Himself and shines as the Son of God, the Savior of not just some people but all people; a light that 

wakens us from our slumber of sin, a light that brings joy and hope and moves people to action; a light 

that makes it possible for us to do what Isaiah urges us to do this morning.  Rise and Shine.  Rise and 

shine with the light of Jesus shining in your hearts.  Rise and shine as you reflect that light in your lives. 

 

See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness over the people.  Doesn’t that sound like the 

beginning of a thriller book or movie?  One of the greatest fears many people have is being in the dark.  I 

bet none of you would want to spend a cloudy night lost in the woods with no flashlight, pitch black all 

around you.  How about being alone at night in your office building when a storm strikes and the power 

goes out?  Kind of eerie and scary, isn’t it?  Isaiah paints for us this same kind of eerie and scary picture.  

The literal translation for darkness is a black cloud that covers the earth; a black cloud that hovers over 

every continent, country, city and home.  What is Isaiah talking about?  Darkness is a word God often 

uses to speak about the darkness of sin, unbelief, hopelessness and death.  God pictures our world as a 

very dark place. 

 

His picture is accurate.  Look what is happening around us.  You have terrorists attacking and 

slaughtering innocent people in the name of their god Allah.  You have the immoral and perverse 

lifestyles that are accepted by society and many churches today.  You have God the Creator being 

replaced by the scientific theory of evolution.  There is so much violence and murder, disrespect toward 

those in authority.  Greed, materialism, corruption and selfishness are out of control.  As a whole, love 

and concern for others seems to have been thrown out the window.  There is no doubt about it.  Our world 

is a very dark, sinful place.  

 

But my friends, don’t just look around you.  Look inside you because you will see that your heart by 

nature is a very dark place.  Everyone is born into that darkness.  Most people don’t believe that.  A while 

back a poll stated that 74% of Americans believe that people are born neither bad nor good.  Whether they 

do good or bad depends on their environment.  That statistic shows how thick this darkness is because 

nothing could be further from the truth.  David said in Psalm 51:5 Surely I was sinful at birth; sinful 

from the time my mother conceived me.  Our hearts by nature are wicked and evil.  Isn’t that truth a hard 

pill for us to swallow?  Do you consider yourself to be wicked and evil?  Do your family members and 

friends consider you to be wicked and evil?  No!  If they did, they probably wouldn’t want anything to do 

with you.  How about God?  Does God consider you to be wicked and evil?  By nature, yes.  This dark 

heart of yours rears its ugly head again and again, doesn’t it?  I bet you can think of things you have done 

or words you have spoken that you are not proud of.  Paul knew that about himself and that’s why he 

wrote.  I know that nothing good lives in me, that is in my sinful nature.  For I have the desire to do 

what is good but I cannot carry it out.  For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not 

want to do, I keep on doing.  God sees the human heart as a very dark place; a place filthy with sin; a 



black cloud we could not get rid of, leading to hopelessness and death including the eternal darkness of 

hell where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth; a black cloud covering all people. 

 

That must mean then that we have no hope, right?  Wrong!  Isaiah tells us to rise and shine because we 

have hope, not in ourselves but in the light who has come to shatter the darkness.   Isaiah writes.   Arise, 

shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.  The Lord rises upon you and 

his glory appears over you.  This light Isaiah is speaking about is the Lord Jesus Himself.  He is the glory 

of the Lord who came to complete God’s plan of salvation.  That would not be easy to say the least.  To 

do that Jesus had to leave his glorious throne in heaven to become one of us and live perfectly in this sin-

darkened world.  He would have to feel the dark hatred of the unbelieving Jewish leaders; endure the dark 

torture of the Roman soldiers as they whipped him and nailed him to a cross.  He would have to suffer the 

darkness of his very own Father abandoning him on the cross and punishing him with the sin of the entire 

world.  Finally, he would have to feel the dark fingers of death strangle him and take away his last breath.  

Yes, darkness covered the earth.  Then Easter morning came and Jesus shattered the darkness with the 

bright light of his resurrection glory.  John wrote.  We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only 

who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

Through the Gospel writers, we too by the grace of God have seen that glory, a glory that shined Jesus’ 

forgiveness into our sin-darkened hearts and made that darkness disappear.  You see, the Holy Spirit 

opened our eyes to the truth that Jesus has made us right with God.  For most of us, he did that at our 

baptism.  That means we no longer walk in the darkness of the guilt of our sins or in hopelessness and 

despair about death.  We who were dead in sin have been raised to life and now live in the glory of Jesus 

Christ and will live forever in his glory in heaven.  Paul wrote, For you were once darkness but now you 

are light in the Lord.  Live as children of light.   
 

Because we are no longer darkness, we are to rise and shine and reflect the light of Jesus in our lives.  

Why?  Remember the movie The Field of Dreams?  A farmer named Ray made a baseball field in his 

cornfield in Iowa.  He kept hearing a voice telling him, “If you build it he will come.”  Out of the corn 

came former baseball players who had died years earlier.  Every night more and more players came out to 

play ball.  Toward the end of the movie, Ray was getting frustrated because he built the field but he didn’t 

know who was supposed to be coming.  One night when the other players left, a catcher who was still 

there took off his mask.  The man was Ray’s father who had died when Ray was a young boy. His father 

didn’t know who Ray was but they started playing catch together. The movie ends with a scene of 

hundreds of cars lined up on the road waiting to come and see this field that they had heard so much 

about.   Isaiah tells us to rise and shine and they will come.  Whom is he speaking about?  He is talking 

about people from every nation coming to see the glory of the Lord.  Isaiah wrote.  Nations will come to 

your light and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  Herds of camels will cover your land, young 

camels of Midian and Ephah.  And all from Sheba will come, bearing gold and incense and 

proclaiming the praise of the Lord. Lift up your eyes and look about you: All assemble and come to 

you; your sons come from afar and your daughters are carried on the arm.   In this prophecy Isaiah is 

speaking about the powerful work of the Holy Spirit as seen by the Magi who were not Jews but Gentiles.  

Whenever I think of that account, I can’t help but think what a sight that must have been for Mary and 

Joseph!  These men arriving on their camels, telling them where they came from and why they were, and 

then bowing down and worshiping the baby Jesus and giving him costly gifts.  How Mary and Joseph’s 

hearts as well as the hearts of the Magi must have throbbed with excitement and awe and their faces 

radiating with joy. 

 

Isaiah was not just talking about the Magi in his prophecy.  He was talking about people coming to the 

Light from every tribe and nation, from every race and color, both male and female, Jew and Gentile, 

from every generation.  He was talking about you and me.  Jesus came to be the Savior of all people.  



When people are brought by the Gospel to Jesus, the Light of the world, the Holy Spirit not only creates 

saving faith, he also creates a reaction like this.  Then you will look and be radiant, your heart will throb 

and swell with joy; the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, to you the riches of the nations will 

come.   Wouldn’t you have loved to have witnessed the scene of Jesus and the Magi?  Wouldn’t you have 

loved to witness the 3000 people being baptized on Pentecost Sunday?  Would your heart have been 

throbbing with excitement and your face radiating with joy?  Probably.   

 

Wouldn’t you love seeing something like this today?  My friends, you do see this today but not in such 

dramatic form.  Look around at your brothers and sisters in Christ who have come here this morning to 

see the glory of God in Word and Sacrament and to worship the Christ child and bring him gifts.  Realize 

that people all over the world are doing the same right now.   This is all because of the work of the Holy 

Spirit.  You may not see people being brought to faith by the thousands but every baptism you witness; 

every song about Jesus that you hear coming from the lips of little children; every fruit of repentance that 

you see; every adult who confesses faith in Jesus for the very first time; every sheep that was straying and 

is now back in Jesus’ fold; every child of God who falls asleep in Jesus’ arms is a fulfillment of Isaiah’s 

prophecy.  Isn’t that reason to make your heart throb with joy and excitement?  These are miracles of the 

Holy Spirit that we are witnessing.   

 

What an undeserved privilege to be a part of this.  That’s why God tells you to rise and shine as you 

reflect his light in your life.  You do that by imitating the zeal of the magi who willingly and gladly gave 

of their time to find the baby Jesus and worship him; whose hearts throbbed with joy as they brought the 

best of their gifts to Jesus; who spent the rest of their lives telling their friends and neighbors, their 

grandchildren and other relatives about Jesus.  The light of Jesus reflected brightly in their lives as Jesus 

said it should.  Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 

Father in heaven.  This is the light that is to reflect brightly in your heart also. 

 

My friends, Epiphany season reminds us that Jesus came to be the Savior of all people and not just some.  

It’s only by the grace of God that the darkness of sin, unbelief and eternal death are not a part of our lives.  

The Holy Spirit has opened our eyes to the Light of the world, Jesus Christ our Savior who has shattered 

the darkness with the light of his holiness and his sacrifice on the cross of Calvary.  That’s why Isaiah 

tells us to get busy, to rise and shine.  There are so many who are still living in the darkness of their sin 

and unbelief.  We have the message of the glory of the Lord that can shatter that darkness.   Through that 

message, the Holy Spirit can open their eyes so that they can be a part of Isaiah’s prophecy of nations 

coming from all over the world to see the light, the glory of the Lord.  So my friends, we have work to do.   

So let’s get at it and rise and shine.  Amen. 


