
January 8, 2017 (Baptism of our Lord)       Matthew 3:13-17 

 

JUST AN ORDINARY GUY? 

 

Some people stick out in a crowd.  If you are over 7 feet tall and walk into a room, you can’t help but stick out 

in a crowd.  If a guy is walking around wearing shorts but no shirt and has tattoos all over his body, he can’t 

help but stick out in a crowd.  If someone’s face looks like a pin cushion with all kinds of metal sticking out of 

all the piercings, that person can’t help but stick out in a crowd.  With his odd clothing, diet and different 

message, John the Baptist couldn’t help but stick out in the crowd. 

 

How about Jesus?  Did he stick out in the crowd?  When Jesus approached John to be baptized, there were no 

angels announcing his arrival; no angels serving as secret service men to protect him; no angels to roll out the 

red carpet for him.  To be honest, Jesus was a nobody.  Very few people knew about him and those who did saw 

him only as a humble carpenter’s son.  Jesus had not begun his public ministry yet but he was about to.  So 

when he walked through the crowd, what did they see?  Just An Ordinary Guy?  Absolutely not!  Jesus may 

have looked like one because he was true man.  Yet he was more than that.  Jesus’ baptism reveals that he was 

the beloved Son of God as well as the substitute for all sinners. 

 

What do you think it would have been like to have Jesus as your friend when you were growing up, to go to 

school with him and to play with him outside; to have him spend the night?  He would have goofed around with 

you, played games with you, laughed with you.  Would you have noticed though that he wasn’t like you or the 

other kids?  When he lost in a game you were playing, he never got mad.  He never got mad when you did 

something mean to him.  You never heard him talk badly about his parents.  When you tried to convince him to 

join you in doing something naughty, he never went along with it and tried to talk you out of it.  He looked like 

you did.  He had the same needs as you had.  Yet, there was something different about him that you couldn’t 

figure out.   

 

The reason you wouldn’t have been able to figure it out was because he was just like you in one way.  He was a 

human being like you.  Yet, he was not an ordinary guy.  If Jesus had been just an ordinary guy, he would have 

had to what we do early in every one of our services.  We confess our sins.  Often we begin the confession with 

Pastor Schwartz or I saying the words, “Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins to God our Father.”  A true heart means being honest with God and ourselves regarding our sin.  To be 

honest, it’s not always easy to be honest.  Look at what we confess.  We are saying to God, “I deserve your 

hatred and anger.  I deserve to spend my eternity in hell.”   

 

If Jesus had been just an ordinary guy, he would have had to confess that about himself and then would have 

had to go to John the Baptist to be baptized for the same reason the other people were going to him to be 

baptized.  The word baptize means to use water or to wash.  Why do we use water to wash our hands before we 

eat or to take a shower?  It’s because we are dirty and need to get clean.  My friends, you and I are conceived 

and born into this world filthy with sin and need to get cleaned.  In Baptism God cleans us up and washes away 

the dirt of our sin. This is why people were coming to John to be baptized.   

 

That raises an interesting question.  Why did Jesus ask John to baptize him?  He was not an ordinary guy.  He 

had no sin, no filth of his own.  He didn’t need to be washed clean.  So why?  Matthew tells us in our text what 

Jesus told John when asked that question.  Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 

righteousness.  Jesus was baptized not to wash away his own sin but as our substitute and to identify himself 

with a world of sinners.  Just an ordinary guy?  No way. As Jesus was about to begin the public ministry, he was 

saying, “I am a human being like you.  I am being baptized like you.  I am under God’s law like you.  I have 

come to do all the righteous things that God wants all people to do and to do everything perfectly.”  Just think 

for a moment of all the things Jesus would have to do to fulfill all righteousness over the next three years!  He 

would have to love all people as himself, even those who hated him.  He would have to resist all temptations to 

sin, the same temptations you and I face and so often fall for.  He would have to bow to the will of his heavenly 



Father, knowing the type of pain and cruel death he would have to endure to pay for the sins of the world.  He 

couldn’t slip up, not even once.  He had to be absolutely perfect in his every thought, word and deed.   

 

Where would he find the strength to do that?  Remember that Jesus was not an ordinary guy.  What happened 

next proved that.   As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was 

opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from 

heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 

Jesus was God’s very own Son sent to earth on a mission, a mission that God the Father put his stamp of 

approval on, the mission of paying for the sins of the world.  He was not alone.  He had the support of the Holy 

Spirit and his heavenly Father. With support like that, Jesus completed his mission, carried the sins of the world 

on his back to the cross and shed his blood to pay for every one of them.  His resurrection from the dead proved 

that. 

  

It’s only because of Jesus’ atoning sacrifice that God in Baptism can make us clean and wash away the filth of 

our sin.  It was at our baptism that God said basically the same thing to us as he did to Jesus.  “You are my child 

whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”  Through faith in Jesus he continues to tell us that again and again, a 

statement we like hearing but one that might make us scratch our heads and say, “What?  I don’t get it.  I could 

see God saying he is well pleased with me some of the time, like when I’m in church or reading the Bible, or 

when I obey my parents or when I’m a loving parent or spouse or neighbor.  I can see him saying that when I’m 

behaving the way he wants me to.  But how can he be pleased with me when I’m not so good?  He knows my 

every thought, sees my every action and hears every word that comes from my mouth.  To be honest, he can’t 

always be happy with what he knows, sees and hears from me.”  My friends, God is never pleased with our sin 

but at our baptism, we were clothed in Jesus’ holiness.  Through faith in Jesus that the Holy Spirit worked in 

our hearts at our baptism and continues to work in our hearts,  that holiness became ours and remains ours 

100% of the time.   Think of some of the sins you have committed over the past couple of weeks.  Some of the 

nasty or harsh words you spoke to your spouse or co-workers; some of the unloving actions you displayed 

toward a family member or friend; some of the evil or hateful thoughts you may have had about someone.  Do 

you remember any of them?  God doesn’t.  Covered with the robe of Christ’s holiness, God remembers your 

sins no more.  They are gone, removed from us as far as the east is from the west enabling him to say.  “With 

you I am well pleased.”  Isn’t that remarkable?  Isn’t that comforting? 

 

Yet, my friends, we need to be on our guard because just as we share in Jesus’ holiness, so we also share in his 

enemies.  Just as the devil attacked Jesus, so he also attacks you and me who are children of God.  How can we, 

puny, sinful human beings have a chance against the devil who is more powerful and more clever than us?  For 

example, when the devil attracts our attention with the things of this world and tells us that they are more 

important than anything God has to offer; when he whispers in our ears that we don’t need to hear God’s Word 

or receive Communion on a regular basis because we were baptized and have in our possession that all-

important Confirmation certificate which is our ticket into heaven; when life takes a turn for the worse for us or 

a loved one and the devil asks you where God is, if he really cares about you, and if so, why doesn’t he take 

care of the situation; or when the devil burdens us with the guilt of our sins and puts the thought into our minds 

that a holy God could never allow sinners like us into heaven, where do we find the strength to resist and defeat 

him? 

 

Just as the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus and gave him support and strength as he began his public ministry, so 

also the Holy Spirit descended on us at our Baptism and continues to do that every time we hear or read God’s 

Word and receive Holy Communion.  We find strength when we think back to our Baptism where our sins were 

washed away and are reminded of what God said to us that day.  You are my child whom I love; with you I 

am well pleased.  We find strength when we receive the Lord’s Supper and hear Jesus say to us as we receive 

the bread and wine, Take and eat, this is my body.  Take and drink, this is my blood given and shed for 

you for the forgiveness of all your sins.  We find strength in God’s Word that tells us There is now no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  On our own, we are no match for the devil.  The good news 



is that we are not on our own.  We have the Triune God on our side and are members of God’s holy family who 

are equipped with the Gospel message of Jesus Christ. 

 

My friends, Jesus just an ordinary guy?  He may have looked like it as he approached John to be baptized but he 

was far from ordinary.  He was beginning his public ministry as the substitute for all sinners.  God the Father 

made it very clear that Jesus was his Son whom He loved and was pleased with what his Son came to earth to 

do.  Connected to Jesus through our baptism, God the Father says the same loving and beautiful words to us.  

There lies our strength.  There lies our comfort.  There lies our confidence.  There lies our salvation.  How 

blessed we are to be able to say, “I am a baptized child of God!” Amen. 


