
January 10, 2016 (Epiphany Sunday)        1 Kings 10:1-10 

 

ARE YOU WISE IN GOD’S EYES? 

 

Long ago, in a kingdom far, far away, a rich king hired a jester who was also called a fool to entertain him and 

make him laugh when he was sad. He gave the fool a golden scepter and told him that when he met a greater 

fool than he, to pass the golden scepter to that person.  Years passed and one day the king grew very ill. As he 

neared death, the king called for his fool wanting him to make him laugh one last time. "I'm going on a very 

long journey," said the king to the fool. "Do you know where you are going and have you made any 

preparations for your trip?” asked the fool. "No," answered the king. "I've been too busy and I didn't think I 

would be leaving so soon." The fool handed the king his golden scepter and said, "Sir, you are a greater fool 

than me since you have made no plans for your long journey." 

 

I ask you gathered here today, could that scepter be passed on to you? Are you making preparations for your 

journey to the next life? Do you know where you are going?  Sad to say, many don’t.  Many today are 

considered to be successful and wise but are in the same boat as that so called wise king.  They are fools 

because they are not prepared to meet their God.  Yet, there is still hope for them, hope that can only come from 

the star of God’s Word that can lead them to their Savior.  The question we want to focus on as we observe 

Epiphany Sunday is this. Are you wise in God’s eyes?  To answer that question, we will see that only God’s 

Word can make us wise for salvation and give us contentment and meaning in life. 

 

Solomon became the king of Israel after the death of his father David.  When he began his reign as king, he 

asked God to give him a wise and discerning heart, a wisdom that would give glory to God; a wisdom founded 

on his belief and respect for his Savior God; a wisdom that also moved him to build a most magnificent and 

glorious temple to the Lord.  News of Solomon’s godly wisdom spread like wildfire throughout all the nations. 

 

In our text we meet the queen of Sheba who heard about Solomon and his wisdom.  Many historians believe she 

was the famous female Egyptian pharaoh.  The queen of Sheba decided to make the long journey to meet 

Solomon to see if all the reports about him were true.  She came with hard questions and riddles to try and 

match wits with him.  Solomon passed the test and answered everything to her satisfaction.  We need to realize 

though that they didn’t just discuss politics and life in general.  Solomon would have taken the opportunity to 

talk about godly wisdom, and that is, spiritual matters and beliefs.  When she heard the wisdom of Solomon and 

saw the magnificent temple, Solomon’s worship life, their worship practices and the generous offerings 

Solomon made, she was overwhelmed and said, In wisdom and wealth you have far exceeded the report I 

heard.  How happy your men must be!  How happy your officials who continually stand before you and 

hear your wisdom!  Praise be to the Lord your God who has delighted in you and placed you on the 

throne of Israel.  Because of the Lord’s eternal love for Israel, he has made you king, to maintain justice 

and righteousness. 

 

What an expression of faith in Solomon’s God that the Holy Spirit had worked in her heart!  Think about it.  

Here we have a heathen queen coming to Solomon out of curiosity.  Never in her wildest dreams would she 

have imagined that she would return to Egypt a believer in the Lord.  It was not her plan.  God, in his grace, had 

her in his plans that included for her eternal life in heaven.  Can we be sure of that?  Yes we can because of 

these words in Matthew 12 that Jesus Himself spoke.  The Queen of the South will rise at the judgment with 

this generation and condemn it, for she came from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, 



and now one greater than Solomon is here.  On Judgment Day the queen of Sheba will agree with God’s 

condemnation of the Pharisees who rejected Jesus and had him killed.  She will state that his judgment against 

them is right and fair.  Another evidence of her saving faith was the generous gifts of gold, spices and precious 

stones she gave to Solomon when she left, a gift estimated to be worth millions of dollars.  God’s Word had 

made her wise for salvation and she couldn’t help but respond the way she did. 

 

A neat account but what does it have to do with the Epiphany?  Isn’t the Epiphany about the magi finding the 

baby Jesus, worshipping him and giving him gifts?  If that’s what we think, if Epiphany is just some nice, fuzzy, 

warm feeling account of grown men searching for months to find Jesus, a picture that looks nice on a Christmas 

card, I’m afraid we have missed the point.  The Epiphany account of the Magi and the baby Jesus is the 

message that Jesus came to be the Savior not just of the Jews but also for the Gentiles, in other words, all 

people.  The queen of Sheba and the Magi are the fulfillment of God’s prophecy in Isaiah chapter 60.  Herds of 

camels will cover your land, young camels of Midian and Ephah.  And all from Sheba will come bearing 

gold and incense and proclaiming the praise of the Lord.  When the queen of Sheba returned home, do you 

think she kept her mouth shut about her Savior God?  I don’t think she would have been able to.  The same was 

true for the Magi.  They were so excited, they couldn’t keep the message to themselves. 

 

How about you?  Why is it that we often lack the excitement the queen of Sheba or the Magi had?  Why is our 

response often so pale in comparison to theirs?  It shouldn’t be.  After all, God did for us what he did for them.  

He used his word to create faith in us.  For most of us, it was the word spoken by a pastor and connected with 

the water at our baptism that the Holy Spirit used to bring us to faith.  For some of you, it was God’s Word you 

heard when someone invited you to church and that you continued to hear over time.  It’s God’s word that we 

read or hear that keeps us in our saving faith.  What’s the main message that we hear?  Paul summarized it well.  

Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance:  Christ Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners.  Since King David tells us about himself and all people, Surely I have been sinful from birth, sinful 

from the time my mother conceived me; and the apostle Paul tells us in the book of Romans, All have sinned 

and fall short of the glory of God, Jesus coming into the world to save sinners means he came to save you and 

me and all people.  What a great epiphany that is, an epiphany that fills us with comfort and hope! 

 

For us to realize this even more, think of what life would be like without that epiphany.  For the queen of Sheba, 

it would have meant that she would have gone back to Egypt still wealthy and powerful.  As she got older, what 

would she do with all that money which offered her only temporary pleasure?  It’s of no use to her in the grave.  

What good would her power do when her health started to fail?  What comfort would any of her worldly things 

or accomplishments bring her when the cold and icy fingers of death wrapped themselves around her throat and 

took away her last breath?  Of what use to her would her money and power be as she spent her eternity in the 

fires of hell? 

 

Would our lives really be any different from hers if God’s Word had not made us wise for salvation?  When 

troubles come, when we don’t know how we are going to get through a tragedy or hardship, can we take it to 

the Lord in prayer?  How could we if we don’t believe in him?  If we lose our job or most of our investments; if 

a fire destroys our home, if our health starts to fail, if we feel like nobody cares and nobody can help, we 

wouldn’t believe in a God who could assure us that He is with us and we will be okay.  When we get scared as 

we look around in the world and see all the violence and chaos, the threats of terrorism, the immorality, 

selfishness and greed, we wouldn’t know about a God who calms us by telling us he still is in control; a God 

who has promised he works out all things for the eternal good of his people and will one day put an end to this 



sinful and evil world.  When the guilt of something we have done haunts us and drives us to despair, we 

wouldn’t have the knowledge or assurance that Jesus shed his blood to pay for every one of our sins.  As we get 

closer to death and the idea of death scares us, we wouldn’t know about our God who says that for believers in 

Jesus, death is simply the door we must walk through to get to our new and perfect home in heaven that will 

never end. 

 

You can see that without the message of God’s grace, without the message of our Savior, without the wisdom 

that comes only from God’s Word, our lives can only be filled with temporary pleasure, all kinds of frustrations, 

misplaced trust, hopelessness and a meaningless life that all lead to an eternity with the devil in hell.  My 

friends, by the grace of God, that won’t happen.  We have God’s Word that makes us wise for salvation through 

faith in Christ Jesus.  We have God’s Word that gives our lives meaning and hope.  We have the message that 

Jesus is our Savior from sin and heaven is ours through him.  How can we not get excited about that message?  

How can we not want to gather here every week to worship our Savior?  How can we not want to give him the 

best of our time, abilities and money?  How can we not want to share this message with those around us? 

 

My friends, Epiphany reminds us of who is truly wise in the world.  It’s not the person with the highest IQ.  It’s 

not the person who is powerful, wealthy or successful.  It’s the person who is able to confess what the queen of 

Sheba confessed, that the God of Solomon, the God of Israel, is the true God, the Savior God, the only God who 

saves.  It’s a confession the Magi made as they bowed down and worshiped the baby Jesus.  It’s a confession 

you and I can make only by the grace of God and only through the power of His Word.  So again, I ask you this 

most important question.  Are you wise in God’s eyes?  I pray that you are wise for salvation through faith in 

Christ Jesus, a wisdom that brings you contentment, hope and meaning in life.  Amen. 

  


