
January 15, 2017 (2nd Sunday after Epiphany)       John 1:29-41 

 

SAVED BY THE LAMB 

A tourist in Germany was walking by a church and happened to see a carved figure of a lamb near the top of the 

steeple.  He asked someone about it and was told this true story.  A carpenter was working on the steeple when 

he slipped and fell.  He should have been killed by the fall but instead, walked away without a scratch.  Why?  

When he fell, a flock of sheep happened to be walking underneath.  Instead of landing on the ground, he landed 

on one of the sheep who cushioned his fall.  In the process, that sheep was crushed and killed.  Thankful that the 

sheep had given its life for him, he wanted to leave a lasting memorial.  That’s why he carved a sheep out of 

wood and attached it to the steeple.  This was his way of saying he was saved by a sheep. 

 

Wouldn’t we have reason to have a carved sheep out of wood mounted on our church’s roof or even the roofs of 

our homes?  Wasn’t a sheep crushed and killed to save us and all people from a fall, the fall into sin?  Once 

again this morning we meet this sheep whom John pointed out in our text for this morning as he saw Jesus 

coming and then cried out “Look the Lamb of God.”   How thankful we are for that lamb and how blessed we 

are to be able to say that we are saved by the Lamb. We are going to see why John called him the Lamb of 

God and then what our response to this news should be. 

 

Did you know that John the Baptist was the first one who actually called Jesus the Lamb of God?  It’s true that 

Isaiah had prophesied hundreds of years earlier that the coming Messiah would be led like a sheep to the 

slaughter.  John was the first to actually point at Jesus and call him that.  Why?  Why didn’t he say? “Look the 

Son of God!”  Calling Jesus a lamb doesn’t sound much like a compliment.  Lambs are pretty helpless 

creatures.  They may be cute but are weak and not very smart.  They are clumsy and have a knack of getting 

into trouble.  Wasn’t calling Jesus a lamb an insult?   

 

It may appear that way to us but we need to transport ourselves back to Jesus’ time. The word lamb had real 

significance for the Jewish people of his day.  When John or a priest would say the word “lamb,” it would 

remind them of how the blood of a lamb that was spread over the doorframes saved their ancestors from death 

in the last plague in Egypt.  Lambs without spot or blemish were butchered and slaughtered throughout the OT 

for the sins of the people.  The picture behind this is that God does not think lightly of sin.  The punishment for 

sin is death.  Blood needed to be shed to pay for the sins of the people. 

 

John knew that Jesus was the promised Messiah, the Lamb of God, who would do just that.  How did John 

know this?  He tells us.  I would not have known him except that the one who sent me to baptize with 

water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with 

the Holy Spirit.’  I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God.  Jesus’ baptism proved to John without 

a doubt that Jesus was this lamb without spot or blemish because God had told him so.  This lamb had come to 

save him and all people. 

 

Sad to say, many people at Jesus’ time refused to believe that.  So do many today.  Why?  I believe that since 

the beginning of time, the devil has convinced many people they don’t need saving.  They haven’t done 

anything bad enough that needs blood to be shed or a life sacrificed to save them.  Most believe in a God but not 

a God who would become a man and then allow people to kill him; not a God who needed to make that sacrifice 

in order for people to go to heaven.   They are ok in God’s eyes the way they are.  In other words, Jesus being 

the Lamb of God is not needed.  

 

My friends, we would be part of that group if it were not for the grace of our God.  We break God’s 

commandments all the time and this is serious stuff.  It’s serious because God demands we keep his commands 

perfectly with the punishment for failure being eternal death in hell.   Our sins make us completely undeserving 

of God’s forgiveness and salvation.  We cannot save ourselves.  The Holy Spirit has revealed to us that we don’t 

have to.  God sent Jesus to be the Lamb of God who came to take away our sins.  We are saved by the lamb.  

That means we don’t have to be afraid.  God won’t punish us for our sins.  He has already punished Jesus in our 



place.  Heaven is a free gift that God gives us through faith in Jesus that the Holy Spirit has worked in our 

hearts.    

 

What a beautiful message!  Think of what that message means to our lives.  Even if your family struggles every 

month to pay all the bills; even if you are a widow or a widower living all alone in your apartment or in an 

assisted living facility ; even if you have friends or classmates who are better athletes or get better grades; even 

though you may not be famous or have some high paying job; even if you are having family problems that don’t 

seem to be getting better; even if you have had a loved one tragically killed; even if you fall and break your hip 

or find out you or a loved one has cancer; even if it seems as though when one problem goes away, another one 

is knocking at the door waiting to come into your life, you are still blessed.  You are blessed because you know 

and believe that Jesus is the Lamb of God who assures you that he will never leave you or forsake you; that he 

will give you strength to handle anything he allows to come into your life; that He will take care of you and 

provide for all your needs; that He loves you so much, he was willing to shed his blood to pay for all your sins 

no matter how “big” you may think they are or how many; that as difficult and sad life can get, there is a perfect 

and glorious future waiting for you that is free from all the bad, all the troubles, all the sadness and all the sin.  

What exciting news this is for us, news that continues to give us joy, comfort and hope! 

 

This news though is not meant just for us.  It’s meant for all people.  It’s too exciting and important to keep to 

ourselves.  It needs to be spread.  What a beautiful example we have in our text of people spreading this news!  

Twice in our text, John pointed his followers to Jesus and said, “Look!  There he is, the Lamb of God.”  Then 

after spending the day with Jesus, what did one of John’s followers do?  Listen once again.  Andrew, Simon 

Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus.  The first 

thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the 

Christ.)  And he brought him to Jesus.   Even though this happened years ago, I will never forget it.  My 

daughter and her husband along with my three grandchildren were flying back to Florida after their week with 

us during Christmas.  As they were waiting to board the plane in Milwaukee, my son-in-law noticed that Leroy 

Butler, the former Green Bay Packer, was getting on their plane.  Andy and my grandson Austin who must have 

been around 8 or 9 went up and talked with Leroy before they boarded the plane.  Austin got his autograph.  

Before the plane took off, Austin was so excited he had to call me.  He said, “Grandpa.  Guess who I just met.  

Leroy Butler.  I even shook his hand and got his autograph.”  He couldn’t wait even for a little while to share 

with me his exciting news. 

 

I believe this is the kind of excitement Andrew had after spending the day with Jesus.  He was so excited he 

knew he had to tell someone so he immediately went and found his brother Simon and said, “Guess who I just 

met.  I met Jesus, the promised Messiah.  I talked with him and even shook his hand.  Come on, you got to see 

for yourself.”  My friends, why don’t we have this kind of excitement?  Let’s face it.  We don’t.   Maybe you 

are thinking.  “Well, it’s different.  If Jesus actually came up to me and talked to me, I would be excited too.”  

There is some truth to that.  Yet, I think one of the problems we have is we have been blessed to have heard 

about Jesus so often throughout our lives, that maybe we don’t get excited.  It’s old news, not new news.  

Maybe we think that since there are so many churches around, everyone knows about Jesus. If people decide 

they don’t want to have a relationship with him, that’s their business.  Maybe it’s because we aren’t quite sure 

how to go about it. 

 

Do any of you remember a movie that came out years ago, Dr. Doolittle, with Eddie Murphy playing the role of 

a doctor?  One day Dr. Doolittle discovers that he can hear the animals talk.  When he helped an animal who 

was hurt or sick, what happened?  That animal told another animal and soon the news spread like wildfire 

among the animal kingdom.  It wasn’t long before Dr. Doolittle had animals coming to him from all over the 

place for help.  This is basically how to do mission work.  Yes, we can do mission work by generously 

supporting the work of our own church body so we can send out missionaries to do the talking for us.  We can 

do mission work by praying for our missionaries and the success of the Gospel.  We can personally do mission 

work by pointing people to Jesus and saying, “Look!  Jesus is the Lamb of God.  You are saved by the Lamb!”  

You can’t tell me that you don’t know people who need to hear that.  You can’t tell me that you never have the 



opportunity to do that.  God has blessed us with mouths that are able to share that message.  Now we need 

hearts that are fired up to do just that, a fire that the Holy Spirit works in our hearts the more we hear, read and 

study God’s Word. 

 

Saved by a lamb.  That carpenter in Germany had reason to say that as he could have been killed by the fall.  

Each one of us has reason to say the same words.  Saved by the Lamb.  Instead of us being punished and 

suffering death in hell, Jesus the Lamb of God was punished and died in our place.  Now we have life.  It’s only 

by the grace of God that we know and believe in the Lamb.  It’s only by the grace of God that we can join John 

in saying to those around us.  Look, the Lamb of God who came to take away the sins of the world.  My 

friends, let’s do just that.  Amen. 


