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Get in touch 
 

Church/School Office 

(920) 623-5180 
office@zioncolumbus.com  

www. zioncolumbus.org 
 

Daniel Sims, pastor 

(920) 623-5175 
pastordansims@gmail.com  

 

Robert Wilke, pastor 

(920) 623-4870 
revrwilke@gmail.com  

 

Paul Ihde, principal 

(608) 712-7991 
psihde@hotmail.com 

 

Jim Grasby, Lakeside 
principal 

(920) 648-2321 

Our mission 
As men, women and children 

disciples for time and for 

eternity by serving all people 

with the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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The Messenger 
Apostles: The Sons of  Thunder 

      So much could be said about 

James and John individually. James 

was the first apostle to be martyred, 

dying by Herod’s sword in the early 

days of the New Testament church. 

John was the “disciple whom Jesus 

loved,” probably the only one to 

die of old age, and the writer of five 

books of the Bible. 

      It would, however, be hard to 

separate these two men who had 

so much in common. They were 

both sons of Zebedee and Salome. 

They were both fishermen. Along 

with Peter, they were both part of 

Jesus’ innermost circle. In addition, 

they apparently both shared a 

prominent character trait that led 

Jesus to call them the Sons of 

Thunder. 

      A few incidents from Scripture 

help us understand why our Lord 

would give them such a fierce 

nickname. On one occasion, when 

some Samaritans told Jesus to stay 

away from their village, James and 

John asked if they could call down 

fire from heaven on the Samaritans. 

Perhaps it was the same zeal for 

Jesus’ honor that led John to report 

how he and James had told a man 

who was not one of the Twelve to 

stop doing miracles in Jesus’ name. 

Later we see their ambition focused 

a bit more inwardly as the two men 

let their mother request for them 

the top spots in Jesus’ kingdom. On 

each of these occasions, our Lord 

had to correct them. Call it what 

you will: zeal, enthusiasm, passion; 

these men were fired up about 

Jesus and their work! Unfortunately, 

that desire was at times misguided 

or misplaced. 

      How quickly our own eagerness 

to be faithful to God can cause us 

to resent those around us who are 

not so eager! How easily our drive 

for doing God’s work can become 

a selfish ambition, a seeking of glory 

for ourselves instead of our Savior!  

     Thankfully, the intensity of James 

and John was eclipsed by that of 

Jesus. Jesus’ passion was evident as 

he resolutely set out for Jerusalem, 

as he sweat bloodlike drops in 

Gethsemane, as he bit his tongue 

at his “trials,” and as he clenched 

his teeth at his crucifixion. He was so 

eager to save you and me that he 

was willing to let the Father’s fire 

rain down on him and his thunder 

roll over him in our place, for our 

sins.  

      It’s hard not to get fired up 

about serving a Savior like that, so 

there’s nothing wrong with making 

a little noise for him! Be filled with 

zeal for Jesus and his work—and let 

that passion always be focused on 

him and guided by his Word.  

© 2014 Northwestern Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. 

Scripture is taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, 

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION.® 
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Our mission 
 

The mission of Zion 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
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all its truth and purity. 
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Usher Schedule 
 

January 25 and February 1 

8:00am 10:30am 

Team E6 Team L4 

Kim Schilling (C) Bruce Zander (C) 

Don Lamb (A) Kurt Zander (A) 

Ronald Knudson Kane Browskowski 

Tracy Busse Wyatt Browskowski 

John Zandler Bradley Sennhenn 

Brian Steffen Neal Sennhenn 

 Zach Beyer 

February 8 and February 15 

8:00am 10:30am 

Team E7 Team L5 

Rick Gentz(C) Don Rahn (C) 

James Greiling (A) Phil Manteufel (A) 

Matt Greiling Peter Lewke 

Nicholas Arndt John Cares 

Mark Hintz Jason Langille 

Tom Kitzerow Marcus SIms 
  

February 18, February 22, and February 25 

7:00pm—Feb. 18 10:30am—Feb. 22 

8:00am—Feb. 22 7:00pm—Feb. 25  

Team E8 Team L6 

Jeff Krakow (C) Otto Mattke (C) 

John Evers (A) Paul Kehl (A) 

Lee Evers Dennis Winter 

Austin Evers Kyle Winter 

Troy Kehoe William Mattke 

Logan Kehoe Brandon VerVelde 

J Doyle Brian Peck   

   

     If you have any questions about the schedule, 

would like to be added as an usher or won't be able 

to serve any longer as an usher, please call Julie 

Doyle at (608) 846-5103.  

Church Council Names and Numbers 

Rick Gentz, president - 623-2507 

Bruce Zander, vice president - 623-5217 

Jason Langille, secretary - 608-837-2148 

Brady Weiland, treasurer - 920-285-7362 

Dan Retzlaff, education - 623-2623 

Jeff Krakow, elders - 623-4346 

Matt Vosberg, outreach - 920-210-3817  

Kurt Zander, property - 920-210-1107 

Dave Harle, stewardship - 623-3819 
 Video Team Schedule 

February 2015 

1 Mark Lindell 

8 Gary Schuhmacher 

15   Randy Koehn 

22 Phil Manteufel  

December Church Attendance 

Date  Total 

3/7 477 

 10/14 413 

 21 746 

 24 631   

 25 290 

 28 288 

31 105 

 Greeter Schedule 

February 1 

8:00am—E5 10:30am—L5 

Emily Henning Marcia Rewolinski 

Sylvia Stadler Arlene Sennhenn 
  

February 8 

8:00am—E6 10:30am—L7 

Dale & Joyce Gajdosik  Wayne & Darlene 

Powers 
   

February 15  

8:00am—E7  10:30am—L8 

Jim & Jenny Greiling      Otto & Sheree Mattke 
 

February 22 

8:00am—E8  10:30am—L9 

Wilma Lenz  Bev Harold 

Joan Herzberg  Nicole Henning 
 

      If you are interested in being added as a 

greeter or need to be removed from the 

schedule, please contact Melody Krakow at 

623-4346. 

SonBEAMS  

      Our next session of SonBEAMS will begin on 

Monday, February 16th, from 8:15-9:30am in the 

school gym. Together with their caregivers, children 

preschool age and younger will participate in Bible, 

educational, active, music and social activities. 

SonBEAMS meets on Monday mornings for a six 

week session. Participants are welcome to attend 

each Monday or as many times as they are able. 
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Exciting News for The Messenger 

      This February Messenger will be my last 

as Zion’s newsletter coordinator. I’m 

pleased to be placing The Messenger in 

the very capable hands of Sue Henning. It 

would be greatly appreciated if any 

articles for the upcoming newsletter could 

be turned in early to give Sue a little extra 

time as she’s learning the ropes.  

In His service, Becky Weidner 

     Please submit your Messenger articles 

by February 20th. Contact Sue Henning at 

920-623-2569 or suehenning25@gmail.com 

if you have any questions. 

Ministrations 

      Baptisms 

7.  Axl Steele, son of Seth Zunker and 

Courtney nee Wedel. Born 9/1/2014, 

baptized 12/7/2014. 

      Deaths 

19.  April K. Hallberg. Born 11/20/1978, died 

12/10/2014. 

Ladies Society 

      On Thursday, February 5th, all ladies of 

our congregation are invited to attend the 

Ladies Aid meeting at 2pm. During our 

business meeting we will discuss upcoming 

events. Then Becky Weidner will tell us more 

about what all happens at The Workshop 

art and craft studio. All ladies are always 

welcome. 

Lenten Soup Suppers  

      We are looking for groups to serve our 

Wednesday Lenten meals.  Because of our 

new warming kitchen, and also to make 

things simpler for our weekly hosts, this year 

we will have two large changes. The same 

delicious menu every week- soup and 

sandwich/bread! There will be no fund-

raising, but there will still be a free will 

offering to recoup the small expenses. If 

you are interested in helping to feed your 

fellow family members here at Zion, please 

contact Jennifer Sims at 

jenlsims24@gmail.com. She is there to help 

with the amount of food, donations, and 

workers needed, and with the five dates 

available for these feasts of food and 

friendliness. 

Lakeside Lutheran High School Warrior Events 

   February 

1st (Su)  Pops Concert 2pm 

6th (Fr)  GBB vs. Columbus 6pm 

10th (Tu)  BBB vs. Columbus 6pm 

13th (Fr)  BBB vs. Lodi 6pm 

16th (M)  Kinderfest 9-11am 

17th (Tu)  GBB vs. LPS 6pm 

20th-22nd(F-Su) LES Basketball Tournament 

26th (Th)  BBB vs. Belleville 6pm 

28th (Sa)  WSMA Music for District @ LPS 8am 

Church Flag 

      The December Messenger contained an article about 

placement of the flag at our church. After taking into 

consideration the few responses we received along with the 

consideration of the article in that Messenger and much 

discussion, the council decided to go with option two which 

states: Add lighting to the large flag that flies on our property 

so that it can be on display at all times. There is a one time 

light installation cost of $810.00 and the council also thought it 

would be a good idea to have two flags on hand so when 

one gets tattered we would have one readily available to 

replace it. The 5x8 flags cost $45.00 each and are made of an 

all weather material so they should last a while even flying 24 

hours a day. If any members would like to put money towards 

the cost of light installation and/or flags (total cost $900.00), it 

will be greatly appreciated. 

Thank You! 

      Zion Relief Committee thanks everyone who donated 

food or money during our Christmas drive. In 2014 we put 

groceries together for individual households four different 

times for 17 deliveries and gave out one gas only card. As 

one individual said “It’s hard to 

receive, it’s much nicer when we can 

give. I never thought I would be in this 

situation.” From all of them—Thank 

You! Remember we are available all 

year long if you need help or know of 

someone who does. 

Zion Relief Committee 

Mary Ann Cares & Gen Setz 

mailto:jenlsims24@gmail.com
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Elders Board by Jeff Krakow 

      Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. (Isaiah 55:6) 

Are you having a tough time? Do you feel like a prisoner to this world? to your boss? to your money? Are 

there other things that make you feel imprisoned? I just finished reading a book, To End All Wars, I received as 

a gift. It is written by a man who survived the prison camps along the river Kwai during WWII. Many of those 

prisoners began to lose their faith; in fact, they started to question the very existence of God. Have you ever 

felt like that? What did you do? 

The prisoners started acting just like their captors. They were stealing from each other, hitting each other, 

yelling at one another, even tattling on each other. It was definitely a time of looking out for number one 

because no one else will. When they got to the point of not caring whether they or anyone else lived or died, 

they started to seek the LORD. You often hear of people in these situations start bargaining with God….. “If 

you get me out of this, I will follow you”. God is not in the business of making deals. They searched scripture to 

find Jesus. This is how the book told it: 

Through our readings and discussions we gradually came to know Jesus. He was one of us. He would 

understand our problems, because they were the kind of problems he had faced himself. Like us, he 

often had no place to lay his head, no food for his belly, no friends in high places. He, too, had known 

bone-weariness from too much toil; the suffering, the rejection, the disappointments that make up the 

fabric of life…….. 

As we read and talked, he became flesh and blood. Here was a working-man, yet one who was 

perfectly free……They had sought to destroy him but they had not succeeded. 

True, he had been suspended on a cross and tormented with the hell of pain; but he had not been 

broken….He had remained free and alive, as the Resurrection affirmed. What he was, what he did, 

what he said, all made sense to us. We understood that the love expressed so supremely in Jesus was 

God’s love – the same love that we were experiencing for ourselves – the love that is passionate 

kindness, other-centered rather than self-centered, greater than all the laws of men. 

They found Jesus and they found peace. They continued to get beaten by the Japanese guards. They 

continued to get sick. Some still died. The difference was the love of God and the peace that having that 

brings and they found the truth of 1 John 3:23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, 

Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. They showed true love for one another. They 

weren’t doing things to get something in return. Not even a thank you was required; they just did it out of 

pure love or as they said passionate kindness. Don’t let the troubles of this world get you down 

Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. If you continue trying to work things out on 

your own, you will find trouble The LORD is with you when you are with him. If you seek him, he will be found by 

you, but if you forsake him, he will forsake you. (2 Chronicles 15:2) 

Please join us in seeking Jesus. We find Him in our Worship Service, Bible Study, and we get a real good 

look at His Love in our Lenten Services. What a blessing to be able to have two Worship Services each week 

starting Wednesday, February 18 where we can get a good look at Jesus’ love through the passion history. 

Find Jesus and find the freedom from sin, death, hell and Satan. Find Jesus and find freedom from an “unfair” 

boss. Find Jesus and find freedom from the chains of financial trouble. Find Jesus and find freedom to love 

your enemy, whoever or whatever that may be. You may still have a mean boss. You may still find it hard to 

make ends meet. You will still have people who dislike you. But, you will have the love of the Lord  And we 

know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his 

purpose. (Romans 8:28) 

As World War 2 came to an end, these former POWs began caring for the wounded Japanese 

soldiers, following Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:43-45 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and 

hate your enemy.’  But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be 

children of your Father in heaven. 

Father in Heaven, we come looking for you. We continue our search through Your Word. Be with those 

who are leading our search. Give them strength to continue in their leadership and help us as we seek with 

them, with others, and on our own through Your Word and Sacrament. Amen 
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Your Input Is Needed 

      The Church Council has commissioned a Planning Committee to evaluate Zion’s ministry and help set 

some plans and goals for the future. This committee is asking all confirmed members of Zion to fill out a special 

survey that will be included in the February Messenger. The survey asks for your thoughts on the strengths, 

weaknesses, opportunities and challenges to our gospel ministry. Your input is important to us and will help us 

to make plans and set goals for our ministry. So please take the time to fill it out. Here are some tips to help you 

do so: 

 Please think carefully and prayerfully about your answers. 

 Please keep your answers brief and to the point. 

 Please write clearly and legibly. 

 Please submit your answers in a Christian manner. Criticism is helpful only if it is constructive. Our goal in 

all of this is to build up the body of Christ. Let the Word of God recorded in Colossians 3:12 guide you: 

“As God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 

gentleness and patience.” 

 Please include your name. No anonymous surveys will be accepted. Also indicate whether or not we 

can share your comments in any future articles or reports. If we are allowed to share your comments, 

please know that we will not use your name in doing so. 

 All confirmed members of Zion are encouraged to fill out a survey. 

 There are two ways to submit your survey. You can put it in a sealed envelope and drop it in the box 

on the counter in the church lobby, or you can mail it to the church office at 812 Western Avenue, Co-

lumbus, WI 53925. 

 The deadline for submission is Sunday, March 1. 

 Thanks so much for your help with this important project! May our gracious Lord bless our efforts! 

Letter from Principal 

Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will up-

hold you with my righteous right hand. (Isaiah 41:10) 

Dear members of Zion, 

Over the past four weeks I have held a call to St. Paul’s in Stevensville, Michigan. I felt truly blessed to be able 

to evaluate where I could best serve. Thank you for your many kind words of support this last month. Thank you 

for your prayers and encouragement. After much prayer and deliberation on the two divine calls presented to 

me, the Lord has led me to accept the call to St. Paul’s in Stevensville. 

For the past 11 years, I have been incredibly blessed to serve at Zion. With your support, I have grown both 

professionally and spiritually.  During this time, I’ve gotten married and started a family.  And all the while, I’ve 

been gifted with supportive and loving coworkers, friends and neighbors.  I pray that during this time I might 

have been a fraction of the blessing to Zion as Zion has been to me. 

I am excited to begin serving in Michigan, and to watch from a distance as the Lord continues to bless Zion, 

here in Columbus. It is my prayer that you continue to grow together in Christ, to serve each other in love, and 

to remain focused on the Church’s mission to faithfully preach and teach God’s saving Word. 

Thank you for 11 outstanding years, 

Paul Ihde 
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kid’s page 
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ZION MEMBER SURVEY 
February 2015 

 
In your responses to the questions posed below, please give careful consideration to your comments and please share 
your comments in a spirit of Christian love, humility and gentleness. Thank you! 
 

1. List two or three STRENGTHS of our congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. List two or three WEAKNESSES of our congregation. 
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3. List two or three OPPORTUNITIES that we have for growing in faith and service and reaching out into our 
community with the gospel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. List two or three CHALLENGES to our ministry of growing in the Word of our God and proclaiming the good 
news of Jesus to our community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your time, thoughtfulness and prayerful consideration in filling out this survey. Please place it in a sealed enve-
lope and put it in the box on the counter in the church lobby, or mail it to the church office at 812 Western Ave. The deadline 
for submission is March 1, 2015. 

 
Name: ___________________________________________________ (no anonymous surveys will be accepted) 
 

May we use your comments in future articles or reports?  o Yes   o No 
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 

Thursday Worship ......................................................... 6:30p 

Friday Bible Breakfast at Church ................................. 6:00a 

Sunday Worship.................................................. 8:00, 10:30a 

Sunday Adult Bible Study at Church  .......................... 9:15a 

Sunday School at Zion School ..................................... 9:15a 
 

 

Church and School located at 822 Western Ave. 

Upcoming Events 

Mon., Feb 9 • No School, Board of Ed Meeting 

Wed., Feb 11 • Meeting Night 

Wed., Feb 11 • 5-6 Grade Phoenix for a Day 

Mon., Feb 16 • SonBEAMS begins 

Wed., Feb 18 • Ash Wednesday 

Thurs.-Fri., Feb 26-27 • No School 


