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EVERYTHING’S GOING TO BE OK 

Romans 8:28 | Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany | February 5/8, 2015 

We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 

called according to his purpose. 

Jesus

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Each time I stand in this pulpit I look out 

and see the faces of people who are 

hurting. I see people who are struggling 

spiritually with pet sins or nagging doubts. 

I see people who are grieving the loss of 

dear loved ones. I see people facing all 

kinds of trials and troubles: financial 

problems, emotional problems, marriage 

problems. I see people who struggle with 

health issues: chronic pain, wasting 

disease, old age. I see people for whom 

just getting out of bed and getting to the 

tasks of the day is a real challenge. I see 

forgiven sinners who are struggling to live 

life in a broken world. And I have to tell 

it’s like looking in a mirror. I hurt. I 

struggle. Just like you. 

My friends, for hurting people like us our 

sermon text is just what the doctor 

ordered. In the portion of his Word before 

us today God gently takes each of us by 

the hand, looks us in the eye and says, 

“Don’t worry. EVERYTHING IS GOING TO 

BE OK.” That’s not just a cliché. That’s not 

some well-intended, but meaningless 

platitude. That’s the truth. That’s God’s 

promise to us today and every day. Let’s 

take a few moments this morning to 

consider the familiar words of Romans 

8:28, phrase by phrase, word by word. 

Every phrase gives comfort. Every word 

brings peace. The message is clear: 

EVERYTHING IS GOING TO BE OK. 

We Know 

Our text begins with the words we know. 

Not we think. Not we hope. Not it sure 

would be nice if. We know. This is the fifth 

time in his letter to the Romans that Paul 

introduces a thought with the words we 

know. Each time he’s talking about 

something that is certain, a given, 

something that is a well-known fact. For 

example, he writes: We know that since 

Christ was raised from the dead, he 

cannot die again (6:9). Jesus lives. We 

know that. 

We also know that God causes all things 

to work for the good of those who love 

him. How do we know that? Well, we 

know it through revelation. God’s Word 

tells us this truth. The story of Joseph is a 

fine example. His brothers sold him into 

slavery. That’s a bad thing. But here’s 

what Joseph said to his brothers: You 

intended to harm me, but God intended 

it for good to accomplish what is now 

being done, the saving of many lives 

(Genesis 50:20). God used their evil act to 

save lives, physically and spiritually. 

Joseph’s wise management of the grain 

saved many from starving. At the same 

time God used it to preserve his chosen 

people from whom would descend the 
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Savior of all people, Jesus Christ. God 

made something bad work for good. 

We’ve experienced this ourselves. We 

have seen how God can take lemons and 

make lemonade for us. Think of how often 

health problems or financial difficulties 

have helped us take our eyes off the 

trinkets and baubles of this world so that 

we can focus on what’s really important, 

the spiritual and eternal. Again and again, 

God has taken difficult, painful situations 

and made them work out for our long-

term benefit. 

So we know that God is always working 

for our good, that he brings good even 

from evil. However, sometimes we act like 

we don’t know. Sometimes we act like we 

don’t believe God can do this for us. God, 

how could you? How could you let this 

happen? Why did you let him die? Why do 

I have so much pain? Why can’t I ever 

seem to get ahead in life? I deserve better 

than this. 

That last sentence is a problem. The world 

asks: Where was God when those cancer 

cells started to grow? You deserve better. 

For year’s McDonald’s told us “You 

deserve a break today.” And our Old 

Adam eats it up. Yeah, I’m a good guy. I 

deserve good stuff in my life. God’s Word 

says the opposite. There is no one who 

does good, not even one (Psalm 14:3). 

The wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). 

If God gave us, right now, what we sinners 

really deserve, well, let’s just say we 

wouldn’t be complaining about the cold 

anymore. 

Thank God we know something else. We 

know that the gift of God is eternal life in 

Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 6:23). We 

know a God who loves the unlovable, a 

God who forgives and forgets our sins. 

In All Things God Works for the Good 

And as if that wasn’t enough, this same 

God works in all things for our good. That 

little word all is important. God causes 

everything to work together for our good. 

The word used here has the idea of two 

parties coming together, shaking hands 

and getting to work on a joint project. 

God can cause good and bad, light and 

darkness, total opposites to come 

together and accomplish good things for 

us. Isn’t that amazing? 

By the way, our text doesn’t say that God 

causes all things. For example, God never 

causes evil. He’s never the author of sin. 

James makes that clear. God cannot be 

tempted by evil, nor does he tempt 

anyone (James 1:13). God doesn’t cause 

evil. 

Nor does he pre-determine everything 

that happens. We are not robots. God 

remains in ultimate control, of course, but 

he gives his human creatures a certain 

amount of freedom. For example, 

contrary to popular belief, God doesn’t 

choose our marriage partners for us. We 

make that choice, often choosing 

between good and good. In other words, 

either choice would be pleasing to God. 

God causes all these things, all our human 

choices, all the events and happenings of 

life to work together for our ultimate 

good – even things that can only be 
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described as evil and sinful. 

Let me give you a real-world example. 

Most of you remember where you were 

and what you were doing as those planes 

slammed into the twin towers on 

September 11, 2001. On that terrible day 

terrorists murdered 2,996 people. What 

good can possibly have come from that? I 

remember a nation of people galvanized 

into action. I remember countless acts of 

bravery and heroism and selflessness. 

Most of all I remember a nation looking 

for answers. Churches were full. What an 

opportunity that was to share the truth of 

God’s Word! Almost 3,000 died that day, 

but how many souls were brought into 

the kingdom in the months and years that 

followed? It’s hard to say. But this much 

we know. God did use those terrible 

events for good.  

Those Who Love Him 

But for the good of whom? Our text gives 

a clear answer: In all things God works for 

the good of those who love him. The 

psalmist wrote: I love you, O LORD, my 

strength (118:1). Such words can only 

come from a heart of faith. That’s your 

confession. You love God. You love him for 

his grace and forgiveness. You love him for 

his generosity and daily care. You love him 

for a million reasons. Most of all you love 

him for sending Jesus. 

God’s promise in our text applies to you. 

It does not apply everyone. Unbelievers 

do not enjoy the promise that God causes 

everything to work for their good. I’m 

reminded of the angels. Angels are called 

ministering spirits sent to serve those 

who will inherit salvation (Hebrews 1:14). 

Angels are sent to serve believers only. It’s 

the same with the promise of our text. It’s 

only for those who love God. 

Who Have Been Called 

How did we get to be those who love 

God? Paul says that we have been called. 

Note well: We didn’t call ourselves. We 

didn’t become lovers of God on our own. 

We didn’t force our way into the kingdom. 

We were called to it by someone else. 

Luther describes this best: “I believe that 

I cannot by my own thinking or choosing 

believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come 

to him. But the Holy Spirit has called me 

by the gospel.”  

Your parents, beaming but exhausted, 

brought you to the font. Through water 

and Word the Spirit called you to faith in 

Jesus. Through that same gospel message 

in Word and Supper he has nurtured your 

faith all your life, so that you remain God’s 

own child and one of those who love him. 

What a blessings of God’s grace to be 

called to faith in Jesus! 

According to His Purpose 

Why were we called? Paul says that God 

called us according to his purpose. What is 

his purpose? What is his goal? What is the 

ultimate good that God wants for all of 

us? Is it not salvation? Is it not eternal life 

in heaven? Paul wrote to Timothy about a 

God who wants all people to be saved 

and to come to the knowledge of the 

truth (1 Timothy 2:4).God is single-

minded in this purpose.  

Think of what it takes to become a 
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professional golfer. The casual weekend 

duffer doesn’t make it to the tour. Only 

the guy who is truly dedicated does. The 

guy who started playing when he was 

two. The guy who hits range balls until his 

hands bleed. The guy who pretty much 

does nothing but play golf. That’s what it 

takes to make it to the big time. 

What did it take to win our salvation? It 

took a God willing to enter our history, to 

take on our flesh, to walk in our shoes, to 

become a man. It took a Savior 

determined to live under the law and able 

to keep it perfectly for us. It took a 

Redeemer who gladly suffered and bled 

and died for sins not his own, to pay for 

our guilt. It took a Victor powerful enough 

to come out of the grave and generous 

enough to share his victory with us all. It 

took a God willing to pull out all the stops, 

a God willing to take our place in life and 

in death, a God willing to move heaven 

and earth to save us. And that’s just what 

he did. That’s his purpose. Finally, he 

causes every last thing that happens in 

this world to serve that eternal purpose, 

to work out for our eternal good. 

There’s a lot of hurt in this world, a lot of 

pain. Some of it we have experienced 

personally. It’s no fun. But what a glorious 

assurance God gives us today! All things 

working together for our good, now and 

forever! Sometimes, like Joseph, we get to 

see the good that God brings from evil. 

Sometimes we don’t. That’s OK. We have 

God’s Word on the matter. God’s promise 

is just as certain today as the day Paul 

wrote it to the Romans: All things for your 

good. Everything is going to be OK! Amen. 

S.D.G. 


