
February 15, 2015 (Transfiguration Sunday)      2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

WE HAVE SEEN HIS GLORY 

“Awesome!  Breathtaking!  Never saw anything like it.  Something I will never forget.” Can you imagine 

standing on the mountain with Peter, James and John and suddenly, seeing Jesus shining like the sun and his 

clothes as white as the light?  You probably would have been speechless for a while and then later, used words 

like I mentioned as you thought about your experience.  If only we could have been there to see Jesus in his 

glory as true God! 

Yet, my friends, just because we were not there on the mountain to witness this event doesn’t mean we have not 

seen Jesus in his glory.  By the grace of God we see Jesus in his glory every time we open the pages of Holy 

Scriptures, every time we gather here in church, every time we partake of Holy Communion.  It’s a glory the 

god of this age does not want us to see.  It’s a glory he works real hard at to try and block from our view.  Yet 

that glory shines in our hearts and in our Christian lives.  That’s a truth the apostle Paul points out in our text for 

today.  With Paul we can say.  We have seen His glory.  The god of this age tries his hardest to block this 

glory.   This glory shines brightly in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The apostle Paul knew that the Gospel is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.  He had 

personally seen the Gospel work in his own heart changing him from a blind persecutor to an eyes wide open 

missionary.  He had seen the Gospel work in the hearts of the people whom he preached to, how it opened their 

eyes to see the glory of Christ.  Paul also knew that the Gospel did not take away the spiritual blindness of 

everyone.  He saw and knew people who not only rejected the message but also became angry at the messenger.  

Why was that?  Why is that still true today?  Is there something wrong with the message?  Has it lost its power 

and effectiveness?  No.  The message is not the problem.  The problem is the devil whom Paul refers to as the 

god of this age when he wrote.  Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.  The god of 

this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of 

Christ, who is the image of God.  The reason a blind man cannot see the sun is not because the sun is not 

shining.  He can’t see it because he’s blind.  In the same way when people hear the Gospel message of Jesus 

Christ and reject it, it isn’t because the message is defective in some way.  It’s because the devil, the god of this 

age, has blinded their hearts that were blind from their conception.  All their minds and hearts can see is this 

world, this life and what it has to offer.  Live only for today.  Eat, drink and be merry.  The god of this age uses 

the things of this world to block their hearts and minds from seeing the glory of Christ. 

My friends, we dare not forget that we entered this world with the same condition as the unbelievers around us.  

We had hearts that were spiritually blind, hearts that were defective, hearts that had a deadly disease, the disease 

of sin.  What could we do about it?  Nothing.  We couldn’t make ourselves see.  We couldn’t come up with a 

cure for sin.  We came into this world doomed to die both here on earth and forever in hell.  So what happened 

to us?  Paul tells us.  For God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts 

to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  Paul takes us back to the 

creation account.  If God had never said, “Let there be light,” light would never have come into existence.  If 

God had not shined the light of Jesus in our hearts, we would still be walking around blind.  We would not be 

able to see how damning our sins were.  We would not see the need for a Savior.  We would think we were 

okay and had hope but we wouldn’t.    

Yet, we have hope because God chose to shine faith in our hearts.  Why did he choose to do that in us?  Did he 

see something in us that made us more deserving of his love than others?  That’s what our pride likes to think 



but it’s not true.  Think of it this way.  When you go to the produce department in a grocery store, don’t you 

pick out the best tomatoes, the best lettuce, the best fruit?  Would you think of taking and buying some that 

were completely rotten?  No.  They are disgusting and will get tossed in the garbage.  When God looked at the 

produce department containing all human beings, he saw people who were rotten to the core, good for nothing, 

deserving to be thrown out of his loving presence forever and into the garbage dump of hell.  There was nothing 

good about us or in us that would make God say, “I choose him or her.”  Yet he still loved us and instead of 

throwing us out, he shined his love in our hearts and chose us to be his own.  He chose us simply because he felt 

like it, a complete act of grace on his part. 

How do we know this?  Through the Gospel message that shines the glory of Jesus for us to see.  For example, 

when you open up your Bible to read, do you look at it as just another book that has many interesting stories in 

and some good lessons for life but that’s about it?  No.  You know it is God’s Word, holy and inspired, all true 

and without error whose theme is the glory of God shining in the face of Christ.  When you look at a cross with 

the figure of Jesus on it, do you just see two pieces of wood on which a man by the name of Jesus was 

executed?  No.  You see the cross as the place where Jesus, the God-man, won the victory over the god of this 

age and paid for the sins of the world with his holy, precious blood.  When you look into the empty tomb of 

Jesus, do you see it just as the place where Jesus’ dead body was placed and then maybe stolen and now 

decayed?  No.  You see it empty because you know Jesus rose from the dead, that he is alive.  When you 

witness a baptism, do you look at it as some meaningless ceremony that makes a nice picture but really gives 

the baby nothing but a wet head?  No!  You know that at the font, the Holy Spirit washes away the baby’s sin 

and makes that baby a child of God.  When you receive Holy Communion, do you look at it as just receiving the 

bread and wine so you remember how Jesus instituted it on the night before his death?  No!  You know you are 

receiving the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, the strengthening of your faith and for 

eternal life.  When you think about death, do you think of it as your last hurrah, the end of life with nothing else 

beyond?  No!  You look at death as the beginning of a new life in heaven.  Just as the disciples saw Jesus in his 

glory on the mountain of transfiguration, you too will see Jesus in all his glory in your new home that he has 

prepared for you.  My friends, you know and believe all this because God who said, “Let light shine out of 

darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 

face of Christ. 

You and I have a blessing that the majority of people in this world do not have.  We have seen and continue to 

see the glory of Jesus.  Yet, we need to remember something very important.  We are not in heaven yet.  We are 

still sinners living in a sinful world.  The god of this age continues to try to make us blind to the glory of Jesus.  

We can become blind again.  How?  Well, take away the Gospel and you no longer see Jesus’ glory.  Whenever 

you cut back on hearing, reading or studying God’s Word, the less exposure you have to God’s light that shines 

the glory of Jesus in your heart.  The more light the devil can block, the more he will get you to fall for his lies; 

the more worldly you will become; your priorities will get all screwed up; you won’t view your sins as being 

damning.  You will look at God’s Word as being a message you have heard again and again.  It’s the same 

message so what’s the point of hearing or reading it?  How many people have not fallen for the devil’s lies!  

They came into this world blind, could see for a while but became blind once again to their eternal damnation.   

How tragic! 

Because it happens and can happen to any of us, we need to maximize our exposure to the light of the glory of 

Christ.  Here is what this light does for you.  The light of Jesus’ cross washes away every one of your sins every 

day so that you don’t have to walk around carrying this load of guilt.  Your sins are forgiven.  The light of 

Jesus’ empty tomb shines through those dark and gloomy days when things aren’t going well reminding you 



that brighter days lie ahead and that your living Savior will get you through and will continue to do so until the 

day he takes you home.  The light of Jesus’ ascension lights up the promise that he is in control and will use all 

the problems and hardships that come into your life for your eternal good, that everything will be ok as Pastor 

Sims reminded us of in his sermon last week.  The light of Jesus life, death and resurrection warms us with the 

comfort of God’s love; a love that goes beyond our understanding; a love that made the ultimate sacrifice; a 

love that chose us to be his own; a love that we will enjoy for all eternity.  This is the light that shines through 

the Gospel. 

My friends, what a sight it must have been for Peter, James and John to be eyewitnesses of Jesus’ 

transfiguration and see him in all his glory!  It was a sight they would never forget and found comfort in 

knowing that they would one day see Jesus again in all his glory in heaven.  Through the Gospel we too have 

seen his glory, the glory of his perfect life, his death on the cross and the empty tomb on Easter morning.  Every 

time we have contact with the Gospel, we see the glory of God.  That glory shines in our hearts and can’t help 

but shine in our lives.  What a blessing!  The greatest blessing is yet to come.  Just as the disciples saw Jesus’ 

face shining like the sun and his clothes as white as the light on that mount, so we too will see the same thing on 

Mount Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem, when we come face to face with our Savior in all his glory as true God.  

What a sight that will be!  What a sight to look forward to!  Amen. 


