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THE LORD WILL PROVIDE 

Genesis 22:1-18 | First Sunday in Lent | February 22, 2015 

Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, "On the 

mountain of the LORD it will be provided." 

Jesus

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

What the Lord asked Abraham to do was 

utterly unreasonable. It didn’t make any 

sense at all. It seemed in every way to be 

counterproductive. Kill your son. The son 

born to you in your old age, the son for 

whom you waited and waited and waited, 

the son who makes you laugh with such 

joy, the son that you love so dearly. You 

know. Isaac. The one with whom I 

promised to establish my covenant, the 

one from whom the world’s Savior will 

descend. Sacrifice him as a burnt offering. 

Tie him up, lay him out on a pile of wood, 

put a knife in his heart, light a fire under 

him and reduce his body to ashes. 

Shocking! 

What perhaps is even more shocking is 

that Abraham obeyed. Not one word. No 

questions. No excuses. No backtalk. Not a 

peep. Abraham grabbed the necessary 

supplies, a couple of servants and the son 

he loved so dearly and got right to it. And 

at the end of it all, with both son and faith 

intact, Abraham learned the lesson that is 

before us today. THE LORD WILL PROVIDE.  

I. The Strength for Our Daily Struggle 

It was about a 50-mile journey from 

Abraham’s home in Beersheba to Mount 

Moriah, the same mountain upon which 

about a thousand years later Solomon 

would build the temple. Such a journey 

would take about three days of hard 

walking. For Abraham it was also three 

days of hard thinking. His father’s heart 

must have been screaming at him: What 

are you doing? Satan must have suggested 

all kinds of excuses: Come on! God doesn’t 

really want you to kill Isaac. Abraham’s 

mind certainly gave him all kinds of logical 

reasons to turn around and go home.  

Remember, Isaac was more than just 

Abraham’s boy. He represented God’s 

promise of salvation. God had said, “My 

covenant I will establish with Isaac” 

(Genesis 17:21). In other words, the 

Messiah, the promised Savior will come 

from Isaac’s line. So the logical conclusion 

banging around in Abraham’s head was 

this: If I kill Isaac, I kill the promise. If I kill 

my son, I kill any hope of spending eternity 

with God both for me and the whole 

world. 

So why did God do this? Why did he tell 

Abraham to kill his son? First, please 

understand that it wasn’t to find 

something out about Abraham. Our God 

knows all. No, God didn’t do this for his 

benefit, but for Abraham’s. The Lord knew 

that Abraham needed an opportunity to 
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consciously put God first. So he provided 

Abraham both the opportunity to put him 

first and the strength to actually do it. God 

provided Abraham the faith he needed. In 

Hebrews chapter 11 we read just how 

deeply Abraham trusted God: By faith 

Abraham, when God tested him, offered 

Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had received 

the promises was about to sacrifice his 

one and only son, even though God had 

said to him, "It is through Isaac that your 

offspring will be reckoned." Abraham 

reasoned that God could raise the dead, 

and figuratively speaking, he did receive 

Isaac back from death. 

Incredible! Abraham thought: Well, if I 

sacrifice Isaac God will just have to raise 

his ashes from the dead, because God 

would never go back on his Word. God 

would never fail to keep his promise. We 

see this in what he said to his servants: 

"Stay here with the donkey while I and 

the boy go over there. We will worship 

and then we will come back to you." We 

will come back to you. Abraham trusted 

that if he carried out God’s unreasonable 

command, God would make everything 

reasonable and right again. The Lord 

enabled Abraham to make the best of this 

opportunity, to show that he feared, loved 

and trusted in God above all things. 

What happens in our lives when God 

offers us opportunities – much less 

dramatic opportunities to be sure – but 

opportunities to trust his promises and 

put him first? How do we handle these 

situations? Are we quietly obedient like 

Abraham was, or do we tend to grumble 

and complain? Do we listen to God’s 

promises, or to the devil’s arguments? Do 

we trust in God’s wisdom and love, or do 

we listen to our own reason? 

When the friend at the party pulls out the 

bottle of booze he swiped from his dad’s 

liquor cabinet, are we willing to sacrifice 

our own popularity and say No, or does 

God’s will end up on the sacrificial altar? 

When the sirens of internet pornography 

are singing their song – Click me! – do we 

trust God’s Word that such filth is not in 

anybody’s best interest, or do we listen to 

Satan as he raves about harmless fun? 

When our son is shacked up with his 

girlfriend, do we take to heart what Jesus 

said – “Anyone who loves his son or 

daughter more than me is not worthy of 

me” (Matthew 10:37) – and lovingly call 

him to repentance, or do we take the easy 

road and keep our mouths shut for the 

sake of keeping peace in the family. 

A thousand more examples could be 

mentioned. God gives us opportunities 

every day to trust his Word and put him 

first. Often he doesn’t even make it to 

second place. We fail again and again. 

Abraham was a sinner too. He failed again 

and again. Read Genesis chapters 11-25. 

Abraham was not always the rock of faith 

that we see in our text. He lied. He took 

matters into his own hands. He often 

doubted God’s promises. 

So if God can provide a weak, sinful man 

like Abraham the strength to do what he 

did in our text, to listen and obey even 

though every reasonable thought said, 

Don’t do it, he can do the same for you 

and me. And he does. 
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Every day the devil hammers on us, trying 

to convince us to follow our own ways and 

wisdom instead of our Lord. But God gives 

us targets of temptation a promise: He 

will not let you be tempted beyond what 

you can bear … he will also provide a way 

out so that you can stand up under it (1 

Corinthians 10:13). For us weak, sinful 

human beings God provides the 

confession of Paul who said, I can do 

everything through him who gives me 

strength (Philippians 4:13). God 

strengthened Abraham to sacrifice his will 

and wisdom and even his son to give 

God’s first place in his heart. Jesus 

strengthens us to do the same. 

In grace the Lord provides everything that 

we need for both body and soul, including 

the strength to put him first. He even 

provides forgiveness for the countless 

times that we don’t.  

II. A Substitute for Our Eternal Salvation 

For us sinners God provides a Substitute 

and Savior. Abraham looked up and there 

in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its 

horns. He went over and took the ram 

and sacrificed it as a burnt offering 

instead of his son. So Abraham called 

that place The LORD Will Provide. And to 

this day it is said, "On the mountain of 

the LORD it will be provided." 

That ram illustrates and important Biblical 

principle, the principle of substitution. As 

they trudged up that mountain Isaac 

asked, “Father, where is the lamb for the 

burnt offering?"  

A reasonable question. Abraham’s answer 

was prophetic: "God himself will provide 

the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." 

And God did. 

And 2,000 years later, God did again. Not 

far from the very spot where Abraham 

was ready to sacrifice his son, God did 

sacrifice his Son. Jesus is the perfect 

sacrificial lamb, “a lamb without blemish 

or defect” (1 Peter 1:19). Unlike Abraham, 

unlike us, Jesus always trusted and 

obeyed his Father perfectly. His life under 

God’s law in our place was without 

blemish. And God accepts his life for our 

life as if we lived perfectly. God provided 

a perfect Substitute. 

That perfect Substitute took our place on 

the sacrificial altar of the cross. Do you 

ever wonder if his sacrifice really pays for 

your sin? In our text God tells Abraham 

“through your offspring all nations on 

earth will be blessed.” Centuries later 

John pointed to that Offspring. He 

pointed to Jesus and said, "Look, the 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 

the world!” (John 1:29) God provided a 

sacrifice that was big enough, blood that 

was valuable enough, to pay for the sins 

of the whole world. That was no mere 

man on the cross. That was Jesus, who is 

both man and God. His holy sacrifice was 

big enough to redeem every person from 

every sin. His blood cleanses you and me 

and all. 

His empty tomb confirms this. Abraham 

reasoned that God could raise Isaac in 

order to keep his promise. God did raise 

Jesus in order to keep his promise that he 
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would never let his Holy One see decay 

(Psalm 16:10). In that empty tomb we find 

the fulfillment of all God’s promises. From 

that tomb flows full forgiveness, rescue 

from death and life that never ends. 

It is from this Lamb, this Substitute, this 

Savior that we get the will and the desire. 

the strength and the ability to do what 

Abraham did, to sacrifice our very best for 

him, to put God first even when it’s hard 

and uncomfortable and unreasonable.  

When Satan says, You can’t give that big 

of an offering, Jesus’ blood stained cross 

says, Yes you can! You can because God 

promises to take care of you. He who did 

not spare his own Son, but gave him up 

for us all--how will he not also, along 

with him, graciously give us all things? 

(Romans 8:32) Trust the one who 

provided full and free forgiveness in Christ 

to take care of every earthly need as well. 

And let that trust free you to give joyously 

and generously. 

When the world says, Come on, Fifty 

Shades of Grey is just harmless, adult fun, 

have the courage to say, It’s neither grey 

nor fun. God’s word is black and white on 

this issue: Among you there must not be 

even a hint of sexual immorality 

(Ephesians 5:3). In love for the God who 

gives us the gifts of sex and marriage, live 

to a higher standard, even if your friends 

and co-workers think you’re a prude. 

When your own sinful flesh asks, Why 

should I keep serving my family and my 

church? Nobody notices. Nobody cares. 

Nobody says thanks. Remember, we serve 

not to receive thanks but to give it. We 

serve to thank the One who gave his all 

for us. As Paul wrote: I urge you, brothers, 

in view of God's mercy, to offer your 

bodies as living sacrifices, holy and 

pleasing to God (Romans 12:1). What a 

pleasure it is to be living sacrifices of 

thanks to a merciful God! 

My friends, we sinners need a lot. We 

need strength for our daily struggle 

against temptation. We need a Substitute 

to save us. What a comfort to know that 

the Lord graciously provides both. Jesus is 

our Substitute and our Strength. In him 

we have everything we need. Amen. 

S.D.G. 


