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Loved ones, 
GOD INVITES YOU TO BE WITH HIM IN HIS GLORY 

Most of men on the top of that mountain with Jesus were like us. They had never 
experienced anything like what they were seeing... and they didn’t know what to make of it. 
Those who had spent the last two years following Jesus, hearing him snore when he slept, who 
knew how he smelled when it had been a while since he had a bath, who knew what he liked to 
eat and wat he didn’t, who could tell by a look if he was about to say something sharp or 
something comforting, or was about to crack a joke … they were bewildered. His face had light 
coming from it – as bright as the sun. He changed into clothes that he did not pack – and they 
were as white as lightning, too. And the cloud came down – let me tell you, when you are on a 
mountain and cloud comes down – it’s a scary thing suddenly realize you don’t know the safe 
way down and that any step could be your last. 

But there was one man there who had seen something like this before. His name was 
Moses. Yes, Moses who had lived… and died… was standing next to Jesus, very much alive, 
because, well, it’s true that God keeps believers like Moses and you and me alive and takes 
them to heaven when they die on earth. There he was, down from heaven by a miracle of God, 
alive and well and talking with Jesus, listening to Jesus, in the middle of a cloud on a mountain, 
exposed to the Lord’s glory and surviving just like he had over a thousand years earlier. 

However, this time was not exactly the same for Moses.  
For one, it was a different mountain. The one he was on now was most likely in northern 

Israel. The first time, the mountain was called Sinai, somewhere (we’re not exactly sure where) 
in the wilderness between Egypt and Israel.  

The first time took a lot longer than the second. In the cloud on Jesus’ mountain, his 
disciples begged him to stay up there forever. Jesus didn’t have to say anything. Within a few 
moments, the cloud that covered them was gone, the sight of Jesus in his glory was back to 
normal, and it was time to hike back down the trail. Moses sat up on the mountain, in the 
cloud, waiting for six days before God spoke to him – and then spent another 5 ½ weeks before 
making his way down. 

We’re not told what anyone saw from the base of the mountain while Jesus was there 
with his three disciples and two prophets, so we assumed it looked like any other day when 
there were clouds covering it. Those who saw Moses’s mountain from the foot of it definitely 
noticed… while Moses stood up there in a cloud, over the cloud there was a canopy that looked 
the surface of the sun, “a consuming fire,” that scared everyone who could stand to look at it. 

Still, even with the differences, Moses experienced heaven on earth. Moses 
experienced, for a short time, God’s glory. 

Do you ever wonder what it would be like to experience God’s glory? To actually see 
how bright the light was that came from Jesus’ face? To actually know what God’s actual voice 
sounds like? Do you ever consider how it might change you to experience heaven on earth like 
that? Do you assume that if you saw God face to face that you would never have any doubts 
about him again – that you would never want to do anything to upset him again – that if you 



stood at the base of that mountain for 40 days and nights and saw the mountain burning up like 
the sun on earth that you would too scared to sin again? 

Don’t. God’s glory does not work like that. Seeing God’s glory scares a person into 
submission for a time, but soon, the sinful nature finds a way to convince you that you won’t 
get hurt by God’s judgment. That you can handle it. It wasn’t long before the people standing at 
the base of the mountain looking up convinced themselves that they would be better off 
without Moses and God and build a statue of a cow out of gold and said, “Let’s worship this 
God, too, just in case Moses doesn’t come back.” It was even less time before Peter convinced 
himself that he would better off without Jesus, and, when called out as one of Jesus followers 
shouted at people, “I don’t know what you are talking about.” The sinful nature in us is strong – 
always convincing us to settle for earthly glory instead of seeking God’s glory. 

It’s not that we all want to be famous. It’s not that we seek the glory of John Wayne or 
Jennifer Lawrence or Johann Sebastian Bach. To seek glory simply means that we want other to 
think that we are good.  

And if it’s earthly glory that we seek, we’ll do earthly things to get it. We’ll sin. When 
confronted with a boss who might think less of you if he thinks you are being lazy, won’t you lie 
a little about how hard you’ve worked to just so he thinks you work harder than you do? When 
a friend points out your failure, isn’t it your instinct to blame someone else? When you catch 
yourself swearing or getting angry over something small, isn’t it natural to look everywhere but 
inside of yourself for the problem – because you want earthly glory, fading glory, insufficient 
glory. You want people to think that you are good. Most of all, you want to convince yourself 
that there is nothing wrong with you. 

My loved ones, that type of thinking, that type of natural, sinful thinking takes glory 
away from God.  Sin pursuing bad glory, worldly glory, decaying glory, immediate, easy glory 
instead of eternal glory to which God has invited you. 

What sets God’s glory apart from all others is that he has done the good thing that no 
one else can do. God is glorified when we give him credit for being the only one who can save 
us. 
 It wasn’t easy to invite him to the wedding. He didn’t deserve it. He was the biological 
father of the bride, but that was about it and everyone knew it. He left when the girls were 
little, kicked out, actually after many second chances that mom had given him in spite of her 
best judgment and his drinking problem. She only signed off on the visitation plan so that he 
would just agree to go. He popped in and out of their life, making amends just enough not to 
lose complete custody – but still doing plenty of hurt when he would promise to do better and 
then would not show up.  
 The agreement was that, if he showed for the wedding, he would not be walking her 
down the aisle. (She asked her step dad who lovingly, faithfully raised her as his own to do 
that.) He would get a few minutes before the ceremony to see her by himself and to talk, just 
the two of them as any dad would want to with his grown up daughter on her wedding day. He 
was surprised to get the invitation, perhaps a little suspicious if a mistake had been made, but 
most of all – he was relieved that after all of his sinful mistakes, he was still invited. 

Today, God invites you to be with him in glory. No, we don’t deserve it. But that doesn’t 
matter anymore because of the love of Jesus. He knew very well the sin of Moses and each man 
on the mountain with him. He was still determined to do the good thing that no one else was 



able to. No one else was able to “Please God” except God’s own Son. No one else had a 
perfectly perfect life to offer up as some sort of sacrifice except for Jesus who stood there lit up 
in the glory he deserved. No one else was able to hide his glory so that he could descend the 
mountain and suffer and die as that sacrifice like he could – and did because he loves you. He 
deserves all the glory in the world for saving us.  

Let’s give glory to God. We give glory to God when keep in mind that we will not reach 
heavenly glory on our own because of our sin and confess it quickly – to God and to each other. 
We give glory to God when in our hearts we give him credit for doing what no one else can –
saving us from this sinful mess we have made in and of your lives. We give glory to God when 
we are tempted to trade in heavenly glory for something earthly, and instead we are quick to 
pray and pray as long as it takes to get through the temptation We give glory to God when man 
are doing God’s will and loving it, and give praise to God for working in us to do his will. And 
because sin harms faith We give glory to God when hate – yes hate anything that would take us 
off the path to heavenly glory and reject it in our hearts because of the promise of Jesus. John 
17:24 (HCSB) 24Father, I desire those You have given Me to be with Me where I am. Then they 
will see My glory, which You have given Me because You loved Me before the world’s 
foundation. Jesus has invited us to be with him in glory. Until we are there let us glorify him 
with every moment of our lives. Amen. 
 
Exodus 24:12 (NIV) 
12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I will give 
you the tablets of stone with the law and commandments I have written for their instruction.” 
Exodus 24:15–18 (NIV) 
15 When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, 16 and the glory of the LORD 
settled on Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on the seventh day 
the LORD called to Moses from within the cloud. 17 To the Israelites the glory of the LORD 
looked like a consuming fire on top of the mountain. 18 Then Moses entered the cloud as he 
went on up the mountain. And he stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights. 
 


