
April 10, 2016 (Third Sunday of Easter)           Acts 9:1-19a 

 

A MAKEOVER UNLIKE ANY OTHER 

 

Over the years some of the most popular shows on TV have dealt with the subject of extreme makeovers and 

not just of people but of houses.  In these shows you always have a before picture.  Then after months of people 

losing weight, getting a new hairstyle and clothes, new makeup, maybe plastic surgery, or if it’s a house, major 

renovations, you get the after picture.  Most of the time, the response is like, “Wow!  Look at the change! What 

a difference! 

 

To be honest, the idea of makeovers is nothing new.  It has been going on for centuries.  In fact, you have 

people in the Bible who have gone through extreme makeovers.  To be honest, every believer in the Bible and 

every believer who has ever lived has gone through an extreme makeover.  I’m not talking about a change in 

their physical appearances but rather, a change in their hearts.  I believe that the most extreme and dramatic 

makeover you will find in the Bible deals with Saul, whom we know better as Paul, a makeover we are going to 

look closely at today.  As we do that, you might be surprised to see that Paul’s story is really our story.  Let’s 

look closely at the makeover the Lord Jesus made in Paul’s heart and in our hearts, a makeover unlike any 

other.  It’s a makeover that cleans up our past as well as gives us hope and a purpose for our future.  

 

Saul was a Pharisee.  Pharisees could not stand the teachings of Jesus.  Their belief was based on obeying the 

Old Testament laws. That is how you earned God’s love and salvation.  The better you obeyed them, the more 

God loved you.  Jesus told them again and again that they were wrong; that God’s love and salvation could not 

be earned; that they were sinners who could not pay for their sins by what they did, that forgiveness and 

salvation could come only through him, the promised Messiah.  The Pharisees considered that to be blasphemy 

that had to be stopped.  That’s why they had Jesus executed.  Their hatred now turned to his followers.  One of 

the most extreme Pharisee terrorists was Saul.  His goal was to put an end to Christianity.  He became the most 

feared bounty hunter of his time. We read in our text.  Meanwhile Saul was still breathing out murderous 

threats against the Lord’s disciples.  He went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the 

synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, 

he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem.  This is a before picture of the man who made Christians 

cringe in fear.  Little did he know that as he walked down a road in search of Christians, he was walking down a 

road leading directly to hell.   

 

My friends, Saul’s before picture is really no different from yours.  You might not think so but it’s true.  Saul 

hated Jesus.  Have you ever hated Jesus?  You probably are saying no but I have to tell you that you did.  When 

you came into this world, you hated Jesus even though you didn’t know it.  You had a sinful heart that was evil, 

rotten to the core, a heart that was hostile to God, a heart that wanted nothing to do with God, a heart that had 

no interest in obeying God’s commands and had no power to do so.  Do you know what else your sinful heart 

hated?  You hated Christianity because Christianity is based on the belief that Jesus lived, died and rose again to 

win your forgiveness and salvation.  It’s based on the truth that you deserve to go to hell.  You can’t do 

anything to earn God’s love, his favor or your way into heaven.  Your sinful heart rejects that thought 

completely.  “If I want to be in heaven, I have to be a good boy or girl and not do anything really bad.  Then 

God will love me and see that I deserve to be in heaven.”  Be honest.  How often haven’t you thought that if you 

did what God said, his smile would get bigger and his love stronger for you?  That way of thinking is wrong and 

also shows that your before picture is really no different than Saul’s. 



 

Then came the makeover unlike any other.  Listen to what happened to Saul.  As he neared Damascus on his 

journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.  He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to 

him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”  “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.  “I am Jesus, whom you 

are persecuting,” he replied.  “Now get up and go into the city and you will be told what you must do.”  

The glorious sight of the risen Savior blinded Saul.  People had to help him get to Damascus.  For three days he 

couldn’t see.  Can you imagine what was going through his mind for those three days?  “Jesus is alive.  He did 

rise from the dead as his followers said.  I was wrong and they were right.  Look at all of Jesus’ followers I 

killed.  How could God ever forgive me?” What a long three days that must have been! 

 

Then God sent a Christian disciple by the name of Ananias to Saul.  He found him praying, probably about his 

sins and begging for God’s mercy and forgiveness.  Ananias put his hand on Saul and said, Brother Saul, the 

Lord-Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here-has sent me so that you may see 

again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”  Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he 

could see again.  He got up and was baptized.  Ananias brought Saul the message of forgiveness from his 

risen Savior and the Holy Spirit worked faith in his heart.  Saul was no longer an enemy of God but rather, his 

very own child who believed that the risen Jesus was his Savior.  Thank God for this makeover unlike any 

other! 

 

Thank God that the same thing can be said about you.  Think about it.  What would you be like today if the 

Holy Spirit had not filled your heart and created faith in your Savior which for most of you, happened at your 

baptism as an infant?  What would you be like today if God had not put an Ananias in your life in the form of a 

Christian mom or dad, grandma or grandpa, pastor or teacher, husband, wife or friend who brought you to the 

Lord Jesus?  You would still be an enemy of God going through life thinking that any talk about Jesus as Savior 

was pure foolishness.  You would be serving your own sinful flesh and desires and blindly following the devil 

as he led you on the path leading to his den in hell.  By the grace of God, the Holy Spirit has entered your heart, 

brought you to faith in Jesus and given you a complete makeover.  The shameful past you have had and the filth 

of all your sins has been washed away in Jesus’ blood.  What a blessing! 

 

Yet there’s more.   Let’s go back to Saul.  As if the Lord Jesus hadn’t done enough for Saul by cleaning up his 

past, he also now was going to guide his future.  He would turn Saul the persecutor into Paul the preacher for 

Christ, the greatest missionary who has ever walked this earth.  This man who had once done everything in his 

power to make Christians suffer would be going to places where he would suffer all kinds of things even death 

for the sake of the Gospel.  God informed Ananias of these plans when he said to him, Go!  This man is my 

chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel.  

I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.  God had a plan for Saul, a plan that would give him 

hope and a purpose in life.  He would spend the rest of his life sharing the Gospel message of Jesus Christ with 

others.  Why would Paul do that?  Why would he be willing to suffer the way he did and even die for the sake 

of the Gospel?  It’s because he knew Jesus loved him, lived and died to pay for all of his sins, even his sins of 

putting Christians to death.  He knew he should rot in hell for all eternity but he wouldn’t.  Paul knew heaven 

was his because of Jesus.  He knew what the grace of God was all about and it would evident in his life of 

service to the Lord. 

 

My friends, what the Holy Spirit worked in Saul, he has also worked in you.  He has given you a makeover.  Do 

you want proof?  Why are you here worshiping in church?  Why do you partake of Holy Communion? Why do 



you send your children to Zion school, Sunday School or to Lakeside?  Why do you bring generous offerings to 

the Lord?  Why do you volunteer your time to serve in the church?  Why do you read your Bibles or have home 

devotions?  Why do you pray?  Why are you kind and loving to your neighbor?  How come you have hope as 

you look to the future?  Why do you know that you will live in heaven?  Why is it that you find strength to face 

the struggles and challenges that this life has to offer you?  Is it because you decided that this is the kind of life 

you want?  Is it because you have decided on your own that you are going to live for Christ?  No.  You were 

born with a heart that makes this impossible.   There is only one answer.  God has worked in you a makeover 

unlike any other, a makeover that took place the moment the Holy Spirit brought you to faith in Jesus, your 

risen Lord and Savior.   God chose you.   You did not choose him.  He is the one who gives you the desire and 

strength to serve him.  On your own, you wouldn’t want to.  This Lord is with you today and will be with you 

tomorrow, guiding your future, giving you the desire and the joy to serve him, working out all things for your 

eternal good, giving you strength to handle everything he allows in your life, strength he gives through the 

Gospel in Word and Sacrament.   

   

My friends, the Lord performed in Saul a makeover unlike any other.  He transformed Saul the persecutor into 

Paul the preacher; Saul the who one wanted to put an end to Christianity into Paul the one who worked the rest 

of his life to make Christianity grow; Saul the one who made Christians suffer into Paul the one who suffered 

because he was a Christian.   What a makeover!  That is the same makeover he has performed in your heart.  

What a makeover, a makeover unlike any other!  Think of what this makeover has done for you.  It has cleaned 

up your sinful past.  It has given you hope and a purpose in life.  It has given you life, life with Jesus forever in 

heaven.  It doesn’t get any better than that.  Who gets the glory?  Not you.  To God be the glory!  Amen. 


