
April 12, 2015 (2nd Sunday of Easter)       Acts 3:12-20 

SPEAK THE TRUTH IN LOVE 

On the morning of December 7, 1941 when Japan attacked Pearl Harbor destroying much of our fleet and 

killing thousands, the news made people stop what they were doing as they said, “I can’t believe what just 

happened.”   On September 11, 2001 as you watched in horror the holes in the Twin Towers with smoke 

coming out and then the buildings collapsing, you were stunned and probably either said or thought, “I can’t 

believe what just happened.”  Every once in a while something happens that makes you stop what you are doing 

as you wait to hear more, find out what happened and why. 

Prior to our text the people in the temple had one of those moments.  They couldn’t believe what they were 

seeing.  A 40 year old crippled man whom they saw every day sitting at the temple gates begging for money 

was jumping up and down and running around in the temple courts.  They were stunned and wanted to know 

what happened and how this man could walk.  Peter seized the opportunity to tell them what happened and how 

it happened.  Then he went on to tell them what they needed to hear.  He spoke the truth to them in love.  That’s 

what God encourages us to do also.  Speak the Truth in Love.  Speak the truth in love about sin and its 

damning consequences.  Speak the truth in love about Jesus, the crucified and risen Savior. 

The event that took place in our text happened after Jesus ascension into heaven and after the great day of 

Pentecost when 3000 people were baptized.  Peter and John went to the temple one morning when they walked 

by a crippled man who asked them for money.  Peter said to him, Silver or gold I do not have but what I have I 

give you.  In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.  This is how and why this man was able to jump up 

and down and run around in the temple praising God.  The Jews couldn’t believe what they were seeing and 

wanted to know who was responsible for this miracle.  They approached Peter and John and wanted some 

answers.  Peter, who on the night of Jesus’ arrest denied knowing Jesus 3 times for fear of his life; who hid with 

the other disciples behind locked doors out of fear of being arrested and persecuted, now boldly and 

courageously took the opportunity to speak the truth in love.  Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or 

godliness we have made this man walk?  The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has 

glorified his servant Jesus.  Notice that Peter immediately took the focus off of himself and put it on Jesus.  

Then he pointed the finger of God’s law directly at them and said, You handed him over to be killed and you 

disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go.  You disowned the Holy and Righteous One 

and asked that a murderer be released to you.  You killed the author of life but God raised him from the 

dead.  We are witnesses of this.  It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that has given this 

complete healing to him, as you can tell.   Talk about telling it like it is. Peter didn’t mince words but told the 

people exactly where they stood with God. With the events of Good Friday fresh in their minds, Peter 

condemned the people for their sin of killing an innocent man.  Then he dropped his bombshell: this “innocent 

man” was none other than God himself, the Holy and Righteous One, the Author of Life. “God sent his own 

eternal Son to you, and you killed him! You murdered your own Creator! Now that he’s alive again, risen from 

the dead, where do you think that leaves you?”  Now the Jews could have argued that they didn’t kill Jesus, that 

the Jewish leaders persuaded the Romans to do the dirty deed.  But yet, as part of the Jewish nation, they 

allowed it to happen.  As a nation, they had rejected Jesus.  As individuals, their sins caused his death.  They 

needed to hear the truth about themselves so they would say,  “Look what we have done and what we deserve!  

We have no hope.  We are goners.” 

 

My friends, today I speak the truth in love as I tell you that you and I are also responsible for killing Jesus.  You 

may think and say you had nothing to do with his death that took place about 2000 years ago but it was your 

sins as well as mine that Jesus died for.  Peter said to the people “Look what you have done.”  I say the same 

thing to you.  “Look what you have done.”  The Psalmist said, If you O Lord, kept a record of sins, who could 

stand?  Let’s imagine one day God said to you.  “I am going to document every sinful thought, word and deed 

that you are guilty of this next week.  Then when the week is done, I want to sit down with you and go through 

this document with you.”  Would you look forward to that meeting?  How many pages would be in that 

document?  Would you squirm a bit as he went through page after page?  Would you want your spouse, your 



children, your parents or close friends to be there listening?  Talk about embarrassing.  Talk about disgusting.  

Then what he would do is ask you “Are you guilty of these?” to which you would have to answer “Yes.”  He 

would then ask, “What do you deserve because of them? to which you would have to answer, “Damnation in 

hell.”  What if there was only one sin in God’s document for the week, something by the way that would be 

impossible, and God asked you what you deserved?  Would your answer be different? Would you say? “God, 

there’s only one sin.  That’s really good!  There’s no way I deserve to go to hell.” Then God would ask.  “Were 

you perfect like I have demanded of you? to which you would have to answer “Well, no.”   God would then say, 

The wages of sin is death.  The truth is that because of our sins, we deserve the punishment of hell just as badly 

as the Jews who put Jesus to death.  That is speaking the truth in love, the same truth Peter pointed out to the 

people. 

After pointing this truth out to them, Peter courageously pointed them to another truth, the truth about Jesus and 

what he had done.  Now brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders.  But this is how 

God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Christ would suffer.  Repent, 

then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 

and that he may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you-even Jesus. 

Peter told them that they unknowingly murdered the promised Messiah.  It didn’t make it okay.  Ignorance is no 

excuse for sin.  Yet God used their hatred and unbelief to accomplish his plan of salvation for all people, 

including them.  Jesus had to suffer and die as the prophets foretold to pay for the sins of the world.  This shows 

how badly God wanted all people to be in heaven.   But in order for that to happen, they needed to repent and 

turn to God so that their sins would be wiped out and they would find refreshing peace of forgiveness through 

Jesus who had come for them. 

The word “Repent” is an interesting word as well as a misunderstood word.  I’m afraid many people think that 

if they are sorry for their sins, that’s repentance.  Yet, there is so much more to it than that.  Someone can be 

sorry for what they have done but continue to do it.  That’s not repentance.  Repentance involves a change of 

heart that means recognizing sin and how damning all sin is and being sorry for them.  Confession and sorrow 

then leads to a turning away from your sin.  Think of it this way.  If your child comes up to you and says. “I’m 

sorry I talked back to you but I am going to keep doing it,” would you say, “Okay, no problem.”  No!  That’s 

not repentance and that attitude is unacceptable.  If you are guilty of gossip or vulgar and harsh language; of 

despising the Word and Sacrament; of being sexually active outside of marriage; of not giving generously of 

your time, money and abilities; whatever your sin might be and you say, “I’m sorry.  I know it’s wrong but 

don’t expect me to change my ways,” how can you think that’s repentance and acceptable to God?  As a child 

of God, every sin should bother you so much that you go running to Jesus and beg for forgiveness and strength 

to turn from that sin.   

Where will you find strength to do that?  In those beautiful Gospel words that Peter spoke.  Jesus was appointed 

for you.  What does that mean?  It means chosen for you.  Lived for you.  Died for you.  Rose again for you.  

Out of love for you, the author of life offered up his life on the cross.  Out of love for you, the author of life 

came back to life as he rose from the dead.  Out of love for you, the author of life paid for your sins and 

promises to raise you and take you to heaven to life with him.  Because he has done that, let’s go back to that 

illustration about God documenting your every sin for a week and sitting down with you to go through it.  As 

God opens up this document, you notice that the page is blank.  You look at the next page and it’s blank.  There 

is not one sin documented on any of the pages and God says to you.  “You are good to go.  Your slate is clean.  

I don’t see any sin.”  How can that be?  You didn’t have a sinless week.  In God’s eyes, you did because the 

blood of Jesus purifies you from every sin.  Through faith in Jesus, God forgives your wickedness and 

remembers your sin no more.  They are gone as far as the east is from the west.  That’s the Gospel truth that 

refreshes your soul.   

Speak the truth in love.  That’s what Peter did.  What happened when he did?   Some people believed.  Others 

became angry and threw him in jail.  How about you?  When someone speaks the truth in love by pointing out 

your sin and telling you to repent, how do you react?  Denial,  



anger, resistance, stubbornness?  That’s how the devil and your sinful flesh want you to react.  What does Jesus 

want?  He wants you to repent so that your sins may be wiped out, gone from God’s sight.  Only the Holy Spirit 

can work repentance in your heart through the Gospel message of Jesus Christ.  That is why it is so important 

for each one of us to speak the truth in love.  It’s not easy to point out the sins of a loved one or friend.  The 

reaction won’t always be pleasant, but out of love for his/her soul, out of love for your Savior who was 

appointed for you and for all, you need to boldly and courageously do what Peter did when the opportunity 

arises.  He spoke the truth in love and as a result, the Holy Spirit worked repentance and faith in the hearts of 

many.  We need to remember that it’s the Holy Spirit who produces results in the hearts of people.  All we can 

do is proclaim Christ, our crucified and risen Savior.  Let’s do just that.  Speak the truth in love that points out 

sin and its damning consequences.  Then speak the truth in love as you point them to Jesus, their only Savior 

from sin, their only hope of salvation.  Amen. 


