
April 24, 2016  (Confirmation Sunday)        Matthew 14:22-33 

 

DON’T TAKE YOUR EYES OFF JESUS! 

There was a man who was a member of a church but was so busy with everything else, including work, he 

never attended church.   This went on for years.  Finally one Sunday morning, the pastor decided to visit the 

man right after the church service.  The man was busy working in his shop when the pastor barged right in 

without knocking and said to him, “Did you expect me?”  The man jumped and said, “No, I didn’t.”  The pastor 

then asked, “What if I had been death?” and then walked out of the shop.  I bet that man thought about that 

question a long time.  I hope he realized his sin of neglecting the most important thing in life, and that was, his 

relationship with Jesus, his only Savior from sin. 

How did that happen to this man?  The same way it happens with a lot of people.  This man took his eyes off 

Jesus and focused only on his work, his home, his earthly possessions and life.  Because of this, Jesus was no 

longer a part of his life or in his heart meaning he was not ready to stand before God.   

 

This morning the eyes of you 7 confirmands are focused on Jesus.  They are focused on him and his love and all 

that he has done to save you.  They will be focused on him as you approach the altar to receive his body and 

blood in the bread and wine of Holy Communion for the very first time.  They will be focused on him as you 

make your confirmation promises of lifelong love and faithfulness to him.  So on this your confirmation day, a 

day I pray you will remember for the rest of your lives, I encourage you.  Keep Your Eyes On Jesus.  With 

your eyes on Jesus you will be able to walk on water through all the storms of life.  With your eyes on Jesus, 

you will enjoy the perfect calm of heaven. 

 

After Jesus had miraculously fed the 5000, he told the disciples to get into a boat and cross the lake.  He would 

join them later.  He wanted some quiet time for prayer.  So the disciples started to go across when a violent 

storm hit that slowed the progress of the disciples.  In fact, they were making hardly any progress at all.  

Somewhere between 3 and 6 in the morning Jesus went out to meet them, walking on the surface of the water.  

The fact that he could do that shouldn’t surprise us.  After all, Jesus was the Almighty true God who had 

performed all kinds of miracles.  Imagine the scared and tired disciples in their boat on this dark and stormy 

night and suddenly, seeing a figure walking on the water right toward their boat.  Don’t tell me you wouldn’t 

have been scared!  You would have been shaking in your boots or sandals just like they were.  In fact they 

thought it was a ghost.  Jesus calmed their fears by simply saying.  Take courage.  It is I.  Don’t be afraid.”  

Peter immediately knew this was Jesus’ voice.  He no longer was afraid.   He then made a bold request.  He 

asked Jesus to make it possible for him to come out of the boat, walk on the water to meet him.  Jesus told him 

to come out.  Peter climbed out of the boat and began to walk to Jesus on the water.  Imagine the look on the 

faces of the disciples in the boat!  Peter must have thought this was awesome as he kept his eyes on Jesus.  As 

he kept his eyes on Jesus, he kept walking on top of the water towards him.  He wasn’t sinking.  Then all of a 

sudden, Peter felt the wind in his face, took his eyes off Jesus and looked down at the waves coming towards 

him.  He got scared and began to sink .  He hollered out.  “Lord, save me!” Immediately, Jesus reached out 

his hand and caught him.  “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt me?”  You notice when Peter 

got into trouble.  It was when he took his eyes off Jesus.  You notice who it was that saved Peter.  It was Jesus 

who reached out and saved him.  When they got into the boat, the wind died down. The storm was over. 

  

What a valuable lesson for all of us, especially today, you 8
th

 grade confirmands!  Let me ask you a question.  

How did you get here?  Some of you might be thinking, “Well, duh, I got here in a car.”  I know that.  What I 

am talking about is how did you get here to this important moment in your life?  Well, it started many years ago 



when you were a little baby.  A pastor put water on your head and said, “I baptize you in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  At that moment the sins you were born with were washed away.  The 

Holy Spirit created faith in your heart.  You became a child of God.  Since that moment, God has placed people 

in your life to lead you to this day, parents, grandparents, godparents, pastors, teachers and others who have 

helped you grow in your faith and trust in Jesus.  They have helped you grow by making sure the Gospel 

message of Jesus Christ was an important part of your life, at home, at school and in church.  Through that 

Gospel, the Holy Spirit has worked a faith in your heart that is ready today to publicly confess your faith in 

Jesus and your desire to go through life keeping your eyes on Jesus.   

 

What happens though when you walk out these doors?  Statistics says that about half of you won’t keep the 

promises you are about to make; that you won’t keep your eyes focused on Jesus.  I pray that you will prove 

that statistic wrong.   But let me explain why that happens with this illustration.   Bubbles was a goldfish living 

in his fishbowl that was placed on a table in the dining room.  The fishbowl was meant to protect Bubbles and 

provide a happy life for him.  As Bubbles saw the people coming in and out of the room and then outside 

playing around and having so much fun, he suddenly looked at his fishbowl as a prison that was restricting his 

freedom.   It was stopping him from enjoying life.  He had to get out but there was only one way.  He had to 

jump out but he wasn’t strong enough.  Bubbles decided to go into training.  Every day he swam laps around his 

fishbowl, each day more laps and swimming faster and faster.  Finally, he thought to himself, “Today is the day.  

I can do this.”  He swam round and around and finally,  jumped right out of the fishbowl.  He thought, “Yeah, 

I’m free.  Now I will really be happy!”  Then he hit the floor.  He found out he couldn’t breathe.  What he 

thought would lead to freedom and happiness led to him dying!   

 

My friends, we are living in the fishbowl of our Savior’s love knowing he lived, died and rose again to win our 

forgiveness and salvation.  We are fed with the nourishing food of the Gospel which assures us of God’s 

promises of his presence, his strength and protection, his love and his assurance of our future in heaven.  God 

has made everything so good for us.  Then the devil enters the picture and tries to distract us from Jesus by 

putting in our sight the things of this world: money, nature, sports, jobs, different forms of entertainment, all 

kinds of things that appeal to our sinful flesh.  He tries to make the grass look greener on the other side; that 

what the world has to offer is the key to happiness and contentment in life. You see, the devil knows that Jesus 

has already defeated him with his perfect life and death on the cross.   The devil knows that the Gospel is the 

power of God for the salvation of all who believe.  So he works hard trying to convince you that living inside 

God’s fishbowl with his guidelines is restricting your freedom.  It prevents you from enjoying life to the fullest.  

For example, there are too many other things you can be doing rather than wasting your time in church to hear 

the same news about Jesus you already know, or to receive a small piece of bread and a little bit of wine that 

really isn’t going to do you any good.   You see, the devil knows if he can take you away from the Gospel, he 

can make you a loser just like he is.  Sad to say, over the years, the loser’s club has grown.  Many have taken 

their eyes off Jesus and jumped out of God’s fishbowl to their death, eternal death in hell.  Are you going to join 

that club?  I pray not. 

 

That, my friends, is why you need to keep your eyes on Jesus.  You need to put your confidence and trust in 

him.  As you do that, you will find out what he can and will do for you in this life and the next!  If Jesus made it 

possible for Peter to walk on water, don’t you think he can keep you from sinking under the waves of those 

stormy days?  When your sins start to weigh you down with guilt and despair keep your eyes on Jesus and lay 

all those sins on the cross of Calvary and hear Jesus say.  Be of good cheer.  Your sins are forgiven.  How 

about that moment when you meet your Maker, that moment we call death?  Focus on Jesus and hear him say.  



Come, you who are blessed by my Father.  Take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since 

the creation of the world.  For us, heaven is not a question mark but a certainty, a guarantee, because Jesus has 

done it all for us. 

  

My friends, when does the devil succeed with the temptations he sends our way?  When do we become 

frightened and discouraged in life?  When do we become overwhelmed by all the problems in life and begin to 

sink?  Isn’t it when the devil gets us to take our eyes off Jesus?  Who can defeat the devil?  On our own, we 

can’t.  Who can walk on water when the wind and the waves blow hard and threaten to make us sink?  On our 

own, we can’t.  Who can be faithful to Jesus until death and receive the crown of life?  On our own we can’t.  

The good news is that we are not on our own.  We can do all these things only through Jesus and because of 

Jesus.  So my friends, especially you confirmands, for the rest of your lives, keep your eyes on Jesus.  Through 

the hearing, reading and studying of God’s Word and through the Sacrament of Holy Communion, the Holy 

Spirit will keep your eyes focused on where they belong, and that is, on Jesus.  So keep your eyes on Jesus and I 

guarantee you, he will make you walk on water through every storm in life.  Keep your eyes on Jesus and I 

guarantee you, you will enjoy the perfect calm in heaven.  Amen. 

 

 


