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BEHOLD, THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL 

Acts 16:11-15 | Fifth Sunday in Easter | April 30/May 3, 2015 

One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who 

was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message. 

Jesus

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

It’s Christmas morning. A little girl wakes up 

her parents and drags them down to the 

living room. They all stare in amazement. 

The room is jammed floor to ceiling with 

presents. There’s even a sports car and a 

snowmobile. Dad says, “Whoa! Those must 

have been some cookies you left Santa.” The 

little girl answers, “I didn’t leave him 

cookies. I left him cheese.” Then comes the 

tagline, “Behold, the power of cheese.” 

There was a series of commercials like this in 

the late 90’s, put out by the American Dairy 

Farmers. The basic point of these adds – and 

one with which I happen to agree – was this: 

cheese is so wonderful, so delicious, that it 

changes people’s lives. Cheese certainly has 

had an impact on my cholesterol count and 

waistline. I can look in the mirror each 

morning and say, “Behold the power of 

cheese!” 

All kidding aside, I’d like to borrow that 

commercial tagline and change it a bit for 

our sermon this morning. BEHOLD, THE 

POWER OF THE GOSPEL. This is no light-

hearted commercial. This is saving truth. The 

Gospel is powerful. The story of Lydia 

illustrates this for us. God’s powerful gospel 

opens hearts, and changes lives. 

I. The Gospel Opens Hearts 

The events of our text happened in the city of 

Philippi, a Roman colony located in 

Macedonia. As a Roman colony, the 

population was mostly Gentile, including 

many retired Roman soldiers. There weren’t 

many Jews in Philippi. There wasn’t even a 

synagogue, which is where Paul usually 

went to begin mission work in a city. Instead, 

on the Sabbath, we find him and his 

companions Timothy and Silas down by the 

river, where in lieu of a synagogue there was 

a place of prayer. They struck up a 

conversation with the local ladies gathered 

there. Lydia was one of them. 

Lydia is an interesting character. She was a 

dealer in purple cloth, which means she was 

probably wealthy. Purple cloth was a luxury 

reserved for the rich. You’ve heard the 

expression “blue blood.” Well, the Romans 

had a similar expression: “purple blood.” 

The best purple die was made from the 

secretions of a sea snail. It was a tedious, 

time-consuming process. For this reason, 

only the rich could afford to wear purple 

clothing. And those who dealt in this luxury 

good tend to be pretty well-to-do 

themselves. 

But there was more to Lydia than just pretty, 

purple clothing. Luke tells us that she was a 

worshiper of God. She was a Gentile convert 

to Judaism. She was waiting and watching 

for the promised Messiah. Well, Paul told her 

who the Messiah is. He shared with her the 

good news of Jesus Christ. When he did, 

something remarkable happened. The Lord 

opened her heart to respond to Paul’s 

message. 
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It’s easy to skip by that sentence without 

taking much notice. Don’t. Those simple 

words describe an amazing miracle. By the 

power of the gospel the Spirit opened 

Lydia’s heart to trust in Jesus Christ as her 

only Savior from sin. The Spirit is the only 

one who could do his. He is the one who 

opens hearts. He is the one who creates 

saving faith. He does this through the gospel, 

the power of God for salvation (Romans 

1:16). 

Do we always think of God’s powerful 

gospel as highly as we should? Why are you 

sitting here today in God’s house to worship 

him? Is it because you’re smarter than all 

those unbelievers out there? Is it because 

you’re just naturally a more “spiritual” 

person than most? No and no. By nature, you 

and I are no different from anyone else. We 

were born into this world with the same 

spiritual condition: spiritually dead, 

spiritually blind, spiritually hostile to God.  

This truth led Martin Luther to confess: I 

believe that I cannot by my own thinking 

or choosing believe in Jesus Christ my Lord 

or come to him. But the Holy Spirit has 

called me by the gospel. The Spirit has 

opened our hearts to the good news of Jesus. 

I remember reading a story in an old 

devotion book about a little boy who one 

winter’s day became lost in the woods. As it 

grew dark he lay down in the path and went 

to sleep. A light snow was falling and it 

covered him up so that he was pretty well 

camouflaged. Along came his father with 

lantern in hand, frantically looking for his 

son. He came down the path, tripped over 

his son and went sprawling. The boy sat up, 

yawned and stretch and exclaimed, “Daddy, 

I found you!” We know who did the finding. 

It wasn’t that lost little boy. 

When it comes to our lost souls, we know 

who did the finding. It wasn’t us. It was our 

Savior God. Through the power of the good 

news the Spirit switched on the light of faith 

in our hearts. You are here today because 

water was sprinkled on your head in the 

name of the Triune God. Through the Gospel 

in Baptism, the Spirit kindled the flame of 

faith in your heart. You trust in Jesus as your 

only Savior because the Spirit has fed that 

flame with the fuel of the gospel in the Word 

and in the Supper of Jesus’ body and blood. 

Think about it. Without the Spirit’s working 

in the gospel you would never believe that 

Jesus was born of a virgin to take your place. 

Without the Spirit’s working in the gospel 

you would never believe that Jesus’ sinless, 

obedient life counts for you. Without the 

Spirit’s working in the gospel you would 

never believe that his holy blood pays for 

your sins and that his victorious resurrection 

means that you too will rise from the dead. 

But through the Spirit’s working in the 

gospel you do believe these things. Praise 

God for his grace! His gospel has opened 

your heart to faith in Jesus. And that Spirit-

opened heart results in a changed life. God’s 

gospel brings a response. 

II. The Gospel Changes Lives 

The story of Lydia illustrates this. Look at 

how she reacted to the gospel message Paul 

shared with her. She responded by bringing 

that message to her family. She and the 

members of her household were baptized. 

She responded with generous hospitality. 

She invited Paul and his companions to come 

and stay at her home, so she could support 

them in their mission work. Actually, the 

Greek says she insisted. With her deep 

resources, no doubt that support was 

significant. Not only did the gospel open her 
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heart to believe in Jesus, but it filled her heart 

with the desire and the power to live for 

Jesus. 

That same gospel power is at work in us. 

You are here today to listen to your Lord’s 

Word and to respond with prayer, praise and 

thanksgiving because the power of the 

gospel is at work in your hearts. As the 

ushers pass the baskets you’ll reach into your 

pocket for that offering – an offering that is 

generous and proportional, carefully 

planned and cheerfully given – and you’ll 

place that offering into the basket with no 

regrets, rejoicing in the privilege of 

supporting gospel ministry because the 

power of that gospel is at work in your 

hearts. As you leave this place of worship 

today you’ll continue to worship God 

throughout the week with lives of honesty 

and integrity, soberness and self-control, 

lives that bring glory to God and loving 

serve your neighbor. And why will this 

happen?  Because we are branches grafted by 

faith into Jesus the true Vine (John 15:5). 

Because we are “in Christ” and are therefore 

“new creations” (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

Because Christ’s love compels us (2 

Corinthians 5:14) to say with the psalmist: “I 

desire to do your will, O my God” (40:8). 

I know what you’re thinking. Pastor, what 

you just described isn’t the way it really is. I 

struggle to live the kind of life God wants me 

to live. I’m like Paul: What I do is not the 

good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want 

to do – this I keep on doing (Romans 7:19). 

We all have a sinful nature that loves to live 

for self and forget about our God and our 

neighbor. And that makes living for Christ a 

daily struggle. 

Do you know what we need to help us fight 

our daily battles? More gospel! We need the 

gospel to carry us to our Savior’s cross every 

day where we are assured that we have 

redemption through [Jesus’] blood, the 

forgiveness of sins (Ephesians 1:7). We need 

the gospel to transport us to the empty tomb 

where we see the culmination of Jesus’ work, 

the guarantee of an eternity with him. 

And we need the gospel to teach us to say 

"No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, 

and to live self-controlled, upright and 

godly lives (Titus 2:12). I’m convinced that 

one of the reasons we struggle so much to 

live godly lives is because we just don’t pay 

enough attention to the gospel. Have you 

ever tried to use the vacuum cleaner, but it 

just wouldn’t work, and then after several 

minutes of trying to find the problem you 

realized it wasn’t plugged in? Duh! So often 

we fail to plug into the greatest power source 

in the world – the gospel of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

Do you want to be a better husband? Then 

remember your Baptism, by which the Spirit 

cleansed you and claimed you, and by which 

he daily empowers you to live as the 

cleansed and claimed person that you are.  

Do you want to be a better parent? Parenting 

books aren’t the answer. The good news is. 

Spend quality time with the greatest love 

story ever told. Grow in the grace and 

knowledge of your Savior as you sit in the 

pew, as you attend Bible study, as your read 

your Bible privately or a share a family 

devotion around the dinner table. Your 

Father’s love in Christ will inspire and 

empower you to imitate his love in your 

parenting. 

Do you want to be better at handling daily 

life in this often-ugly world of sin? Come to 

your Savior’s Supper! Listen to the good 
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news he proclaims at that Table: “This is my 

body, sacrificed for you. This is my blood, 

poured out for you. I want you to know that 

I love you and I forgive you. And I will be 

with you always.” That beautiful gospel is 

the rich soil in which faith grows. The deeper 

faith’s roots, the better equipped we are to 

live as God’s people in an increasingly 

godless world. 

Behold, the power of the gospel! It opens 

hearts. It changes lives. It has done both for 

you. My friends, be what God has made you 

to be: his faithful, forgiven people, eager and 

able to serve him, all because of God’s power 

and grace in the gospel. Amen. 

S.D.G. 


