
May 8, 2016 (Christian Family Sunday)      Exodus 2:1-10 

TAKE THIS CHILD AND NURSE HIM FOR ME 

A few years ago I read a study that came out saying that the average cost to raise a firstborn son was about 

$225,000.  The cost for a girl was $250,000.  I have four girls and a boy so if that study is accurate, I spent over 

a million dollars.  What did I do?  Rob a bank or win the lottery?  If that’s true and you are going to have a 

family, hope for boys.  They are cheaper.  I really don’t know how accurate that study was but we do know that 

raising children takes time and money.  When we as Christians talk about raising our children though, we aren’t 

just talking about the things that they will need for this life.  We are talking about preparing them for the next 

life.  You see, our Savior has a personal investment in each one of our children and not the green paper type of 

investment.  His investment is the blood he shed and the life he sacrificed to save them.  He has entrusted these 

children to us.  They are his gifts for our lives.  Our text for this morning is an account that most of us are 

familiar with.  Using the words of the Pharaoh’s daughter in speaking about the baby Moses, I would like you 

on this Mother’s day, to look at each child of yours and hear God say to you.  Take this child and nurse him 

for me.  Children are precious gifts from God.  God commands us to nurse them both physically and spiritually. 

The Israelites had been held as slaves in Egypt almost 400 years.  Throughout the years, their nation had grown 

in huge numbers.  The Pharaoh looked at this number as a threat so he finally ordered the midwives to kill the 

baby boys at birth.  The midwives did not listen to that command.  The Pharaoh then gave the command that all 

the male babies were to be thrown into the Nile River.  The Pharaoh obviously did not look at children as being 

gifts from God.  He looked at them as being unwanted and harmful to him.   They were expendable.  Is that 

attitude really any different from many of our government leaders today as well as other people?  Think of the 

millions of precious souls slaughtered in the wombs of their moms.  It’s legal to murder them if you don’t want 

them; that they are too much of a burden; too costly to raise.   

God blessed an Israelite couple with a baby boy.  They were able to hide him for 3 months but he was getting 

too big to hide him any longer.  They put their trust in God, put him in a homemade basket and floated him 

along the banks of the Nile.  Pharoah’s daughter found the basket, had compassion on this little baby and took 

him in as her own.  Miriam, the boy’s sister, was following and offered her mom to nurse him. When Moses’ 

mom arrived, the Pharaoh’s daughter said to her.  Take this baby and nurse him for me, and I will pay you.  

Think of what happened here!  The one who would deliver the Israelites from their slavery was kept alive by 

the daughter whose father commanded that he be put to death.  He would be nursed by his real mom until about 

the age of three.  Nursing him meant more than breastfeeding him.  She would have the opportunity to tell him 

who he really was and about the true God, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Oh, the wisdom of our God! 

Take this child and nurse him for me.  These really are words that God says to every parent.  Look around at 

your own children and the other children who are here.  Every child is a gift from God.  The Psalmist said in 

Psalm 127.  Sons are a heritage from the Lord, children a reward from him.  In Psalm 139 we read.  For 

you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  I praise you because I am 

fearfully and wonderfully made.  Every child belongs to God who created and redeemed them.  God has given 

this child to you to nurse, in other words to take care of.  Moses’ mom nursed him not just with her milk but 

with the milk of God’s Word so that he learned about the promised Messiah who would come to save them 

from their sins.  Through those promises, the Holy Spirit worked faith and love in his heart that showed in his 

adult life.  What Moses learned from his mother’s knee was worth more than all the education and wealth that 

Egypt had to offer. 

My friends, as parents, this is a truth you need to remember and take to heart.   Do you remember the TV 

advertisement promoting milk with the slogan being, “Milk does a body good?”  A baby needs milk to grow 

and as that baby gets older, other food is given to nourish his body and keep him healthy.  The milk of God’s 

Word doesn’t do a body good but it sure does a soul good.   It’s the milk your child needs in order to remain 

healthy, a healthy Christian.  As parents, we can invest thousands and thousands of dollars to clothe, feed, 

educate and provide fun for our kids.  But if we fail to do what Moses’ mother did, we are failing miserably as 

parents. 



So parents, when God says to you, Take this child and nurse him for me,” are you doing that?  Let me ask 

you another question.  How much time during the week do you take to nurse on the milk of God’ Word?  Are 

you nursing on God’s Word every week in our church services, in our Bible studies, in your home through 

Bible reading or family devotions?  Is your love for your Savior growing and getting stronger because the milk 

is doing your soul good, very good?  The reason I’m asking these questions is because if you are not nursing 

regularly on the milk of God’s Word, how can you take your child and nurse him/her for God?  If you are 

sending your child to our Zion school or Sunday school and insisting they need to be confirmed, and yet, God’s 

Word and church are not on your priority list, aren’t you really stating you want someone else to nurse your 

child for you?  Didn’t God say to you?  Take this child and nurse him for me.  That’s your responsibility. 

As parents, what a responsibility that is!  It’s almost overwhelming when we realize what is at stake here, and 

that is, where our kids are going to spend their eternity.  When we realize the impact our actions and attitudes 

have on our children, we have to cry out, “Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.”  Our main task as parents 

almost seems impossible when we look at our own sinfulness and weaknesses.  My friends, on our own we 

would fail.  But we are not on our own.  God made sure of that when he sent Jesus into this world to make up 

for all the times we have failed.  Every failure we have as parents, every failure we have in life, Jesus took to 

the cross and shed his perfect blood to pay for every one of them.  Forgiveness and salvation are ours only 

through him.  That’s the milk our children need to be nursed with on a regular basis.  This is the milk they need 

to see in action in our homes.   

What an impact it has on children when they see mom and dad laughing with each other, hugging and kissing 

each other, hearing them say to each other, “I love you.”  When you hurt your spouse, what an impact it has on 

your children when they hear you say, “I’m sorry” and then “I forgive you!”  What an impact it has on your 

children when they see you nursing on the milk of God’s Word; when they see you pray or express your faith 

and love for Jesus; what he means to you!  What an impact it has when troubles hit and you are worried, but 

then you tell your children things will be okay because Jesus is with you! Children grow up fast and before you 

know it, they are adults and not living with you any longer.  That’s why you need to take this child God has 

given you and nurse him/her for God.  When they do leave home, you want them to leave with the Lord Jesus in 

their hearts and in their lives.   

Remember the words the Pharaoh’s daughter spoke to Moses’ mother.  Take this baby and nurse him for me 

and I will pay you.   There is no doubt in my mind that the princess paid his mother good money for nursing 

and taking care of him.  These wages were nothing compared to the wages his mother received from her real 

boss, the Lord.  By the grace of God, Moses was still alive.  She was able to teach him about the promised 

Savior who would be coming.  One day God would use him to lead the people out of their slavery in Egypt and 

then in the wilderness for forty years.  Most importantly, he knew that heaven was his.  Right now, Moses and 

his mother are in heaven and will never have to part company like they did when he was a little boy.  What 

greater wages could there be than this! 

 My friends, isn’t the same true for us?  When we use our time, abilities and money to invest on our children 

making sure we nurse them both physically and spiritually, the wages, or maybe I should say the rewards, are 

many and priceless.  Watching our children grow up to be followers of the Lord Jesus and then watching them 

nurse our grandchildren in the same way; hearing them confess their faith in Jesus and finding comfort in the 

forgiveness of their sins; knowing that Jesus is always with them; knowing that one day when they stand by our 

grave, with tears in their eyes they will be able to say, “I will see you again”; knowing that we will enjoy their 

company for all eternity.   Isn’t this what you want for your children?  It’s what God wants.  That’s why he says 

to you.  Take this child and nurse him/her for me.  Children are amazing gifts from our gracious God.  That’s 

why he tells us to nurse them with the milk of God’s Word.  So parents, do just that.  Keep nursing your 

children by giving them heavy doses of Jesus.  By doing this, how blessed the lives of your children will be here 

on earth and for all eternity.  You know what?  So will yours.  Amen. 

 


