
May 10, 2015 (6th Sunday of Easter)        Acts 9:36-42 

ONLY GOD GIVES MEANING TO YOUR LIFE 

Imagine for a moment you are a hammer that never gets used.  Day after day you just set there in the toolbox 

doing nothing.  One day you say, “My life is meaningless.  I don’t do anything useful.  Something is missing.”  

One morning, someone opens up the toolbox, picks you up and takes you over to a wall and starts busting the 

wall up.  He does this all day and at the end of the day, you’re tired.  You had some fun but something still is 

missing.  The next day you are picked up again and this time, you are used to pound some lids on paint cans and 

to pull some nails out of a wall.  You are happy, but yet, there must be more to life than this.  Something is still 

missing.  A few days later, someone picks you up and starts pounding nails.  You are all excited and happy.  

This is what you were made to do.  Your life now has meaning.  You now know your real purpose in life. 

What meaning or purpose in life do you have?  Why did God create you?  Many people go through life asking 

that question.  To be honest, without God, they will never find real meaning or purpose.  They are born, live for 

a while, work hard, have many wonderful experiences, enjoy some laughs and fun.  At the same time, there are 

problems, pain and sadness, many worries and fears.  As they get older, they get weaker, more feeble and 

eventually die, die without any hope.  Something has been missing throughout their lives and that something is 

a relationship with their Savior God. 

Life with God gives us a completely different perspective.  Only God can give us hope, comfort and strength.  

Only God can give us peace and contentment as we go through life.  Only God can give us real meaning and 

purpose for our lives.  Only God can reveal to us that he created us so that we can one day enjoy eternal life in 

heaven which comes only through his Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.  God created us to love him in return by 

loving and serving others.  We see that in our text for today.  From our text I would like you to focus on this 

truth.  Only God gives meaning to your life.  What is that meaning or purpose?   Love God by loving and 

serving others. 

A man was in control of a railroad bridge over the Mississippi River.  Every day he was in charge of raising the 

bridge for ships to pass under and lowering it for trains to cross over.  One day his 8 year old son came to work 

and watched how his dad pulled the lever and raised the bridge so that a ship could pass under.  They then went 

up on the observation deck to have lunch.  As they were eating, they heard the whistle of a passenger train 

carrying 400 passengers.  The bridge was still up so the dad jumped off the deck and ran to the control room.  

He was about to pull the lever to lower it when he looked down and saw that his son had slipped off the deck 

and was caught in the cogs of the main gears.  If he pulled the lever his son would be crushed.  If he didn’t, 400 

people would plunge to their deaths.  Closing his tear-filled eyes, he spoke the words, “I love you” and pulled 

the lever.  He sacrificed the life of his son to save the lives of people he didn’t know and who were oblivious to 

the sacrifice that he made. 

Could you do that?  To be honest, I can’t think of any father including myself who would do that.  Wait a 

minute!  I can think of someone who did just that, God the Father.  The amazing thing about this was he had his 

only Son die for people who sin against him every day, from people whom he hears every nasty word, knows 

every nasty thought, sees every nasty thing ever done.  How could God sacrifice his Son to save people like 

that, and that includes you and me?  Because of all this nasty stuff, we and all people were on the train going 

down the tracks heading for hell and deservedly so.  There was nothing we could do to stop the train or get off 

of it.  What did God do?  In love, he had his Son become one of us and board this train with us so that he could 

live a perfect life in our place.  He then sacrificed his Son and had him nailed him to a cross.  On top of that, he 

tormented his Son with hell itself to pay for the sins of all people, many of whom could care less about the 

sacrifice he made. God the Father had his own Son die to save the lives of all people.  Then for you and me, the 

Holy Spirit entered our lives through the Gospel and brought us to faith as he washed away our sins.  The Holy 

Spirit made us God’s disciples.  This is how God showed his love among us.  We read in our second lesson.  

This is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 



sins.   Then John tells us the meaning God gives our lives.  Since God so loved us, we also ought to love one 

another. 

What a beautiful example we have in our text of how God’s love gives our lives meaning, the meaning being to 

love him by serving and loving others!  We meet a woman by the name of Tabitha who was also known as 

Dorcas.  Listen to how the Bible describes her.  In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha who was 

always doing good and serving the poor.  Tabitha was a Christian woman, a woman who believed Jesus lived, 

died and rose again to win her forgiveness and salvation.  Her faith and love for Jesus showed in the love she 

had for people, especially the poor.  One of the things she was skilled at was sewing.  She sewed clothes and 

gave them to the poor and needy.  In the eyes of the world, this may not seem like much.  I mean, she didn’t 

save anyone’s life or come up with a cure for the common cold.  She didn’t come out with a line of Dorcas’ 

sewing machines.  She simply made clothes for the poor and must have spent a lot of time doing that.  She 

didn’t do this so that people would pat her on the back and maybe name a day after her to celebrate her 

accomplishments.  She sewed to God’s glory as an expression of love to her God who loved her first.  She knew 

her purpose in life was to love and serve others.   

The love people had for her showed when she got sick and suddenly died.  Usually at funerals today, you see all 

kinds of pictures of the dead person as a remembrance of his/her life.  When Tabitha died, people brought all 

kinds of robes and other clothing that she had made as a tribute to her.  Many of the people there were probably 

wearing some of the clothes she made.  Little did the grieving people know the plans God had for her.  A 

message was sent to Peter asking him to come.   When he arrived, her dead body was still in the house.  What 

he did is similar to what Jesus did when he raised the daughter of Jairus from the dead.  Like Jesus, Peter told 

all the people to leave the room.  Like Jesus, Peter prayed to his heavenly Father.  Jesus spoke the words, 

“Ταλιθὰ  κούμ” which means “Little girl, get up.”  Peter spoke the words, “Ταβιθά,  ἀνάστηθι” which 

means “Tabitha, stand up”.  In both cases, they opened their eyes and got up.   

Why did God bring Tabitha back to life?  She was already enjoying the glory and beauty of heaven.  Did he do 

that just so she could sew more clothes for people?  No.  He had a greater purpose in mind. Listen to the final 

verse of our text.  This became known all over Joppa and many people believed in the Lord.  God used this 

miracle as a way for more people to hear the saving truth about Jesus.  As a result, the Holy Spirit worked faith 

in the hearts of many. 

“Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so.”  This song that we have learned from little on is what 

gives meaning to our lives and empowers us to love God by serving and loving others.  Paul wrote to the 

Colossians.  Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him.  That’s what Tabitha did.  That’s also what God wants us to do.  God 

wants us to serve him in our everyday lives by serving and loving others.  For most of us, that starts in the 

home.  Husbands and wives, love the Lord by unselfishly loving each other, by spending time with each other, 

helping one another in the home, listening to one another, worshiping, praying and spending time together in 

God’s Word, working out your problems, by being the kind of servant helper and servant leader that God wants 

you to be.  As parents, love the Lord by not only taking care of the physical needs of your children, but more 

importantly, taking the time to lovingly discipline them, by bringing them to church every week, teaching them 

prayers, having family devotions, taking the opportunities to talk to them about what Jesus means to you and the 

importance of Jesus in your lives, to show them by word and example what it means to be a disciple of the Lord 

Jesus.  Young people, show your love for the Lord by obeying and showing respect to your parents and 

teachers. Pitch in around the house even without being asked.  Tell your mom and dad thanks.  Be kind to the 

kids in your school, even those who are quiet and are being picked on by many of the other kids.  Everyone 

here, show love for the Lord by being a true friend to not only your brothers and sisters in Christ, but to anyone 

whom you know who is going through a hard time and needs a friend.  Listen to them, sympathize and cry with 

them, send them a card or note saying you care and are praying for them, make them a meal or give them a 

monetary gift when you know their need.   You don’t have to look long or hard to see the opportunities you 

have every day to show your love and kindness to others.  Don’t do it to get a pat on the back or so that they 

might say what a great person you are.  If they notice and thank you for what you are doing, that’s fine.  Yet, do 



it for the reason Jesus stated.  Let your light shine before men that they may see your good deeds and praise 

your Father in heaven. 

My friends, Tabitha sewed clothes for the poor.  She knew her purpose in life was to love God by serving 

others. She used her God-given gifts to do just that.  It may not have seemed like much to a lot of people but it 

was done to God’s glory and praise.  God gave meaning to her life and she is now enjoying life in heaven with 

him.  She’s in heaven not because of how she lived but because of what Jesus did for her.  By the grace of God, 

Jesus has done the same for you and me.  Our God who created us, who bought us with his blood and who has 

called us to faith through the Gospel is the only one who can give meaning to our lives.  As his disciples, we 

know that we are walking through life with our final destination being heaven.  As we make that journey, let’s 

show our love to our Savior God by eagerly serving and loving the people around us.  Let’s be ready to share 

with the people our reason for doing so.  Let’s share with them the message that we love because he first loved 

us so that by our words and actions, news about our Savior may spread and more people may be brought into 

God’s family.  Amen.   

 


