
May 24, 2015 (Pentecost Sunday)        Acts 2:1-13, 41 

 

MARVEL AT THE SPIRIT’S WORK 

 

A Christian day school teacher asked her 5th  grade class the question.  “How do you know if someone is rich?”  

Kids raised their hands and said things like if they had a big house with a swimming pool in the back yard, a 

home theater, four wheelers, fancy cars and trucks, a big boat; if they went on vacations around the world, etc.  

One girl gave an answer unlike any other.  She said, “You can tell a person is rich if he is thankful and happy 

that he has food on the table and clothes to wear, a roof over his head and a wonderful family.  Most important 

of all, he is rich if he knows that Jesus is his Savior who is always with him and knows one day he will be in 

heaven.” 

 

How could that girl be so wise at such a young age?  There’s only one reason.  The Holy Spirit was at work in 

her heart.  Today we are celebrating the festival of Pentecost, a day on which we not only see  God the Holy 

Spirit in action, we also marvel at his work.   So let’s go back in time to the city of Jerusalem, to that very first 

Pentecost Sunday, and marvel at the Spirit’s work.  We will marvel at how He works and we will marvel at 

his power. 

 

One of the problems in churches today is that they have lost confidence in the Holy Spirit’s work.  Because of 

that, one of the questions often debated among people, both the churched and unchurched, is this.  How 

important is God’s Word?  Is it as important as preachers and others say it is?  Is it necessary for salvation?  

Years ago a man wrote a letter that was printed in the newspaper talking about this issue.  Here is what he 

wrote.  “It seems ministers feel their sermons are very important and spend a great deal of time 

preparing them.  I have been attending church quite regularly for the past 30 years and have heard way 

over 1000 sermons.  As I think back, to my dismay, I cannot remember the details of most of them.  I 

wonder if a minister’s time might be more profitably spent on something else.”  In the next week or so, a 

number of responses were sent in regarding this.  One of them was rather interesting.  “I have been married 

for over 30 years and have eaten over 30,000 meals, mostly my wife’s cooking.  As I think back, to my 

dismay, I cannot remember the details of most of them.  I wonder if my time might have been more 

profitably spent not eating at all and doing something else.”    

 

What a response that hit the nail on the head.  What an accurate and clever way of making his point!  In fact, a 

couple of weeks ago when Pastor Sims was preparing one of his Bible studies on the sermon and preaching, we 

talked about remembering sermons.  We both agreed that sometimes we can’t remember what we preached just 

a few weeks ago.  One thing that points out is that our memories might not be the best.  I bet most of you are no 

different from us when it comes to remembering the details of past sermons. Does that mean then that sermons 

aren’t really important; that since we can’t remember everything about them, they have no value?  The events 

that took place on that first Pentecost answer these questions.  Jerusalem was filled with Jews from all over the 

world to observe the harvest festival of Pentecost.  Most of them there were unbelievers.  As the disciples were 

huddled in a house, something unexpected happened.  Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind 

came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  They saw what seemed to be 

tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  Jesus had told the disciples to go to 

Jerusalem and wait because he was going to send the Holy Spirit to them.  That’s what was happening now.  

Look what the Holy Spirit did to them.  He gave them courage unlike any they had ever had.  They also had the 

ability to speak in all kinds of languages, the many different languages of the people who were now in 

Jerusalem.  As the disciples went out among the people, some of whom made fun of them, what did they do?  

They preached.  If you look at the entire account, they preached both Law and Gospel.  “God sent his Son, the 

promised Messiah, and you nailed him to a cross.  But God raised him from the dead.  He is your Lord and 

Savior.  So repent and be baptized for the forgiveness of your sins.”  That was their message.  Nothing fancy. 

No gimmicks.   Pure Law and Gospel.  What was the result?  Those who accepted his message were baptized, 



and about 3000 were added to their number that day.  Wow!  He created faith in the hearts of 3000 people.  

Did the disciples’ sermon have value?  Ask those 3000.    

 

Every time I hear this account I marvel.  I bet you do to.  But it makes me wonder.  Why don’t we always 

marvel over the fact that what the Holy Spirit did for each of these 3000, he has also done for us.  By the grace 

of God, hasn’t he worked that same miracle of faith in us, using the same tools, the Law and Gospel?  Hasn’t he 

humbled us and brought us to our knees, confessing that we are unworthy sinners who do not deserve 

forgiveness or salvation?  Hasn’t he again and again led us back to the baptismal font to see how our sins were 

washed away through the washing of water and the Word; how he created faith in our hearts and made us 

children of God?  Every Sunday, doesn’t he lead us to the cross of Calvary and the empty tomb to revisit the 

places where our forgiveness and salvation were won?  Every Communion service, doesn’t he invite us to come 

to the Lord’s table and receive his body and blood in the bread and wine to receive forgiveness and salvation? 

Every time we sit down to read or study God’s Word, doesn’t the Holy Spirit promise us that he is at work in 

our hearts to strengthen our faith? 

 

Yet, how do we know for sure that this is happening in our hearts?  Can we be sure that the work of the Holy 

Spirit has not changed and that it’s as powerful as it was on Pentecost Sunday?  Let me ask you this?  Why do 

you come to church every week?  Is it because you have nothing else to do?  Why do you bring generous 

offerings to the Lord?  Don’t you have anything else you could be spending your hard earned money on?  Why 

do you give of your time to sing in the choir, serve as ushers, serve on different boards or committees, volunteer 

your time when help is needed in the church?  Don’t you have anything else to do?  Why do you help your 

neighbor in need?  Don’t you have enough work at home to do?  The fact that we do any of these shows the 

power of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  Without his work, we wouldn’t do any of these things because by nature, 

we are very selfish individuals. 

 

Do you want to marvel at more of the Spirit’s work?   Because of sin, we should be terrified at the thought of 

standing before a holy God who hates and punishes sin with damnation in hell.  Yet, we are at peace with God 

and are not terrified.  Hopelessness and despair should fill our hearts as we watch a Christian loved one dying 

and then have to stand by his/her grave.  There are pain and sadness but not hopelessness and despair.  We 

should shudder with fear as we think about our own death.  Yet we know we don’t have to because we know 

that heaven is our real home.  Why is that?  It’s because the Holy Spirit, through the Gospel in Word and 

Sacrament, keeps pointing us to Jesus, our only Savior from sin and the many wonderful loving promises of our 

God.  A pastor was visiting a member who had not been in church for years.  The man said “Pastor, I heard all 

about Jesus when I was growing up.  The message hasn’t changed.  I am not going to hear anything new so 

what’s the point of me wasting my time going to church.  I will be okay.”  The pastor thought for a moment and 

then asked the man to write down what he had just said on a piece of paper and sign his name on the bottom.  

The man did that.  Then the pastor told him, “Keep that piece of paper and on Judgment Day when God asks 

why your saving faith died out, hand your excuse to God and see if he says you’re okay.” 

   

So many people fall for the devil’s lies that God’s Word is not important, that it’s not necessary for salvation.  

The truth is that without the work of the Holy Spirit, we could never become children of God.  Without the 

continuing work of the Holy Spirit, we cannot remain children of God.  The only tool through which the Holy 

Spirit works is the Gospel in Word and Sacrament.  I am not making this up.  This is a truth right from God’s 

mouth.  Faith comes from hearing the message.  No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.  

So whom are you going to believe, the devil who pretends to be your friend but really wants you to end up with 

him in hell, or God who loves you so much, He was willing to sacrifice his one and only Son for you so you 

could spend your eternity in heaven? 

 

My friends, just as the disciples marveled at the Spirit’s work on Pentecost Sunday, so we too marvel at it.  We 

will probably never see 3000 people brought to faith and baptized in one day but that’s okay.  Pentecost was a 

special event Jesus promised the disciples.  Yet we marvel at how he continues to work simply through the 

Word and Sacraments. We marvel at how he converts an unbeliever to a believer; a person who was going 



through life without meaning or hope and headed for hell into a person whose life has meaning as well as the 

sure hope and peace of heaven.   That’s what he did for you and for me.  There is no greater or more important 

work than his; no work that produces greater blessings; no work that brings more joy and comfort.  On this 

Pentecost Sunday, we thank and praise God the Holy Spirit.  We marvel at his work.  We marvel at his power.  

To him be all glory and praise.  Amen. 


