
May 26, 2016 (Graduation Service)        I John 5:12 

BELIEVE IN JESUS AND LIVE 

 

Many years ago there was a one-room school that had some older not so well behaved kids who made life 

miserable for the teacher.  Teachers came and went.  A new teacher arrived one day knowing the situation and 

announced that he wanted the kids to help him come up with a set of rules to follow.  The kids thought it would 

be fun so they came up with things like no stealing, no beating up on the little kids, extra recess time if they 

behaved, all kinds of things.  The teacher then asked what the punishment should be for the breaking of the 

rules.  One boy said, “Anyone who breaks a rule should be hit with a wooden rod ten times on the back and he 

can’t be wearing a heavy coat.  All the kids insisted so finally the teacher agreed. 

 

Things were much calmer in the classroom until one day a boy who was called big Tom said that someone stole 

his lunch.  After doing some investigating the thief turned out to be a little 10 year old boy named Jimmy.  He 

was wearing a big coat and was told to come to the front of the room.  When he got to the front, he begged his 

teacher not to make him take off his coat.  The teacher said that the rules are the rules so the sobbing boy took 

off his coat and to the surprise of everyone, he wasn’t wearing a shirt and was pretty much skin and bones.  

Everyone was quiet when the teacher asked him why he wasn’t wearing a shirt.  He said that his father was dead 

and they were very poor.  He only had one shirt and his mom was washing it that day so he wore his brother’s 

coat.  The teacher didn’t know what to do.  There was no way he could strike Jimmy.  As he was thinking, big 

Tom said, “Teacher, if you don’t object, I will take Jimmy’s licking in his place.”  Tom took his coat off and 

after 5 strokes, the rod broke.  The teacher turned around to throw the rod away and when he turned back to face 

the class, he saw little Jimmy’s arms around Tom’s neck and he was saying, “I’m sorry I took your lunch but I 

was so hungry.  I will love you until I die for taking my licking for me.” 

 

Isn’t that basically the message of the Bible, the message we hear every Sunday, the message you have heard in 

our school throughout the year?  God has given us rules for our lives.  He demands that we keep them perfectly.  

What do we do?  We break them every day.  The punishment God set for breaking these rules is damnation in 

hell.  So what did Jesus do?  He said to his heavenly father, “I will take their licking for them.  I will take their 

place.  Punish me, not them.”  That’s what happened.  God the Father punished his innocent Son instead of us.  

It was much worse than being hit with a rod ten times.  He suffered the ultimate, death by crucifixion, and even 

worse, the pain of hell itself while on the cross.  God the Father abandoned his Son so that he would not have to 

abandon us.  He made this sacrifice for you and for me, you and me who sin against him day after day; you and 

me who are often unwilling to make sacrifices for him; you and me who deserve death, eternal death but instead 

receive life, life forever in heaven. 

 

Then God showed his love to us in another way.  The Holy Spirit used this Gospel message and created faith in 

our hearts, faith which he created in most of your hearts when you were these cute little babies.  You may have 

been cute on the outside but inside, your heart was ugly, filthy with sin.  Through the waters of Holy Baptism, 

the Holy Spirit cleaned us up.  He washed away the filth and ugliness of our sins, created faith in our hearts and 

made us children of God.  Because the Holy Spirit has done that for us, this is what we will receive.  John 

writes.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. Do you 

realize what that means for us?  Instead of spending an eternity in the fires of hell, where the pain is so bad and 

unending, all we would do is weep and gnash our teeth because of the pain; we will enjoy our eternity in the 

land of heaven that is perfect and glorious beyond words. That’s the future that awaits all those who have the 

Son of God, in other words, all those who believe in Jesus.   

 

Let me give you this warning.  The devil does not want you to have life with Jesus.  He wants you to have death 

with him.  So he will work very hard at trying to get the Word of God and the Sacrament of Communion out of 

your life.  He will start slowly.  “Go ahead.  You don’t have to go to church this week.  You went last week.  

Look at all the other fun things you can do.  Don’t bother to read your Bible at home.  You know what it says.  

There are other fun things to do or to read.  It’s summer vacation so take the summer off from going to church.  

You can start again in the fall and you will be just fine.”  The devil is very sneaky and clever with his goal to 



get you further and further away from God’s Word, your contact with it getting less and less until it eventually 

is no longer a part of your life.  Sad to say, he has used this method on many people.  There are many people 

who do not have life and are in hell right now because they fell for the lies of the devil.  My friends, don’t fall 

for his lies.  Remember that faith comes from hearing the message.  Remember that in the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion, you receive the forgiveness of sins and strength for your faith.  In order to believe in Jesus and 

live, you need to have the Gospel in Word and Sacrament in your life, a regular part of your life.     

 

That’s what Jesus wants for each one of us.  He wants us to have life with him. That’s why he took the licking 

that he did for us.  So what do you think about that?  What is your response going to be in the future?  How can 

it not be? “Jesus, I will love you till the day I die for taking the licking for me.”  How can we not 

wholeheartedly agree with Moses when he said? What does the Lord your God ask of you but to fear the 

Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord with all your heart and with all 

your soul?  My friends, never forget who Jesus is.  Never forget what he has done for you.  Never forget that he 

alone is your Savior from sin.  Also never forget whom you are, God’s very own child and an heir of heaven.  

So throughout your entire life, believe in Jesus and have life, a blessed life here on earth and a most blessed life 

forever in heaven.  Amen. 

 


