
June 22, 2014 (2nd Sunday after Pentecost)       1 Kings 22:10-28 

 

LISTEN TO GOD’S MESSENGERS 

 

“What is truth?”  Most people today say there is really no absolute truth, no black and white.  Everything is a 

matter of opinion.  What one considers to be true, another considers to be false.  What one considers to be 

wrong, another considers to be right.  Sad to say, this philosophy even carries over to the Bible.  We know that 

all the Bible is God’s inspired word, no errors, no contradictions, all true.  Many disagree.  Many pick and 

choose what they believe to be true and what is not.  Thus, sin and the consequences of sin as well as Jesus 

being the only solution for sin are truths that are often rejected.  We have an example of that in our text with 

King Ahab rejecting God’s messenger because he didn’t like his message.  So from this account, the truth I 

want you to focus on for your spiritual well-being is this.  Listen To God’s Messengers. Listen to God’s 

messengers who bring you all the truths of God’s Word, truths that have the power to hurt as well as the power 

to heal.   

 

The nation of Israel had divided into two kingdoms, the Northern Kingdom of Israel and the Southern Kingdom 

of Judah.  Ahab was the king of Israel and the Bible describes him with these words.  Ahab did more evil in the 

eyes of the Lord than any of those before him.    How is that for a resume?  He married a heathen woman by 

the name of Jezebel; brought to the people the worship of the false god Baal which involved temple prostitution 

as well as children sacrifices.  He had no use for God’s Word or God’s prophets. 

 

Jehoshaphat was the God-fearing king of Judah.  The one big mistake he made was arranging the marriage 

between his son and the wicked daughter of Ahab and Jezebel thinking they would help bring together the two 

kingdoms.  Prior to our text, the heathen king of Aram had taken captive one of their cities, Ramoth Gilead.  

Ahab summoned Jehoshaphat to partner with him in attacking the king and getting the city back.  Jehoshaphat 

agreed with one stipulation.  First seek the counsel of the Lord.  He wanted to find out from one of God’s 

prophets if this was pleasing to the Lord or not.  So Ahab brought in his false prophets who said, Go, for the 

Lord will give it into the king’s hand.  Ahab surrounded himself with prophets who would say what they knew 

the king wanted to hear. God spoke about prophets like them when he said in Jeremiah 23.  I am against the 

prophets who wag their own tongues and yet declare, “The Lord declares.  They lead my people astray with 

their reckless lies.  Jehoshaphat saw right through them and asked Ahab if there was a prophet in the area who 

truly was God’s messenger.  Listen to Ahab’s answer.  There is still one man through whom we can inquire of 

the Lord, but I hate him because he never prophesies anything good about me, but always bad.  He is 

Micaiah, son of Imlah.   

 

Ahab didn’t like Micaiah because he told God’s truth, a truth Ahab didn’t want to hear. Micaiah boldly said to 

Ahab, “Turn from your evil ways.  You are a wicked king and not okay in God’s sight.  Repent or you will feel 

the full force of God’s anger and punishment and spend your eternity in hell.”  How could God’s messenger 

bring good news to someone who defied God; who was not repentant and continued in his unbelieving ways?  

That’s why Ahab didn’t like him.  Even though Ahab didn’t want to, he was forced to call him in.   

 

When Micaiah arrived and was asked if they should go into battle, Micaiah said,  Attack and be victorious for 

the Lord will give it into the king’s hand.  Sounds good right?  Ahab should have been happy but he wasn’t.  

He sensed the sarcasm in his voice and didn’t like it so he said to Micaiah, How many times must I make you 

swear to tell me nothing but the truth in the name of the Lord?  Ahab demanded the truth so Micaiah gave 



him the truth.  I saw all Israel scattered on the hills like sheep without a shepherd and the Lord said, “These 

people have no master.  Let each one go home in peace.  When he heard the truth, he became angry and said. 

Didn’t I tell you that he never prophesies anything good about me but only bad?  Then Micaiah continued 

with a vision God had sent him.   I saw the LORD sitting on his throne with all the host of heaven standing 

around him on his right and on his left.  And the LORD said, 'Who will entice Ahab into attacking Ramoth 

Gilead and going to his death there?' "One suggested this, and another that.  Finally, a spirit came forward, 

stood before the LORD and said, 'I will entice him.' " 'By what means?' the LORD asked. " 'I will go out 

and be a lying spirit in the mouths of all his prophets,' he said. " 'You will succeed in enticing him,' said the 

LORD. 'Go and do it.'  "So now the LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouths of all these prophets of yours. 

The LORD has decreed disaster for you.  The lying spirit who stood before God’s throne was Satan himself 

whom God would use to fill the hearts of Ahab’s false prophets with lies so that God’s will would be 

accomplished.  Ahab had defiantly and intentionally rejected God and his prophets, rejected the truth of God’s 

word again and again so God finally said.  “I have had enough.  You don’t want my truth so I am going to 

abandon you and hand you over to Satan and his lies.  It will lead to your upcoming death and even worse, your 

eternal death.”  How did Ahab react to this vision?  "Take Micaiah and send him back to Amon the ruler of 

the city and to Joash the king's son and say, 'This is what the king says: Put this fellow in prison and give 

him nothing but bread and water until I return safely. 

 

Anger, hostility, hatred, persecution are reactions Ahab had toward the messenger who brought the truth of 

God’s Word to him, a truth he denied and didn’t want to hear.  Is it any different today?  Do people want to or 

like to hear the truth of God’s Word, all of the truth?  Or would they prefer to pick and choose?  Sad to say, we 

know the answer.  Pick and choose. How about you?  Do you like it when someone confronts you about a sin 

that you have committed?  When your pastor preaches against a certain sin and that sin hits home with you; 

when the preacher points the finger of God’s law at you and says that you are a disgusting sinner who deserves 

to spend your eternity in the fires of hell and there is nothing you can do to change that sentence, do you 

become a little upset with the preacher, thinking he is coming on a bit too hard, that he should lighten up as you 

try to convince yourself that he must be talking about someone else and not you?  My friends, the truth of God’s 

word can hurt and is intended to hurt our sinful pride.  Our pride wants to hear how good we are, that God 

would never send people like us to hell.  Sinful pride then wants to look for preachers who will tell us what we 

want to hear.  Paul spoke about this to Timothy when he wrote.  For the time will come when men will not put 

up with sound doctrine.  Instead to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of 

teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn 

aside to myths. 

 

My friends, isn’t that what we are seeing today?  So many preachers today have decided they are going to go 

with the flow.  Society changes so we have to change our teachings to keep up with the times.  In other words, 

don’t preach the entire truth of God’s Word, especially the law.    Homosexuality, sex outside of marriage, 

evolution, abortion, women pastors, joint worship services with church bodies who don’t believe in the same 

teachings, divorce, salvation without Jesus.  These are teachings, practices and lifestyles we are supposed to 

accept and not speak against even though the Bible calls them sin.  To do so is not fostering love and unity.  

When we do speak the truth and condemn these sins, what is often the reaction?  Like Ahab, the reaction can be 

anger, hostility, persecution, name calling. 

 

I’m afraid the truth of God’s Word that says, “Repent and turn from your sin,” is a message that people don’t 

like to hear so sad to say, it’s a message that is not heard very often in churches today.  By not preaching against 



sin, some may think that they are showing love to their hearers and yet, it’s just the opposite.  They are 

condoning sin and not leading their people to the only Savior who can forgive their sins.  Look what Peter said 

about them in our second reading.  There will be false teachers among you.  They will secretly introduce 

destructive heresies, even denying the Sovereign Lord who bought them-bringing swift destruction on 

themselves.  Many will follow their shameful ways and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. You see, 

preaching the truth of God’s Law is not unloving but rather the loving thing to do. It is a truth we sinners need 

to hear so that the truth of God’s Word can also bring healing for the hurt and troubled sinner.  The truth of 

God’s Word that is intended to make us cry out, “God, have mercy on me, a sinner,” will then lead to the truth 

that God has had mercy on us who are sinners.  The greatest proof of his mercy is his Son who came into this 

world, lived a perfect life, spoke the truth of God’s Word that led so many to hate him, reject him and become 

very hostile toward him, so hostile they nailed his perfect body to the cross.  While on that cross, God the Father 

became hostile toward his very own Son, abandoning him to make him suffer the pain of hell so that we would 

never have to feel that pain.  Jesus did all this to pay for the sins of the world.  It’s only when we confess our 

sins and recognize our inability to pay for our sins, that we will find healing for them in God’s truth that the 

blood of Jesus purifies us from every sin.  John wrote in his first letter.  If we claim to be without sin, we 

deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us 

our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness 

 

My friends, just as Ahab gathered around him messengers who would tell him what he wanted to hear, so the 

same is true for many people today.  They want preachers who will tell them that God loves them and would 

never condemn them; that they are free to choose to live as they please and God is okay with that.  Jesus’ 

admonition, Watch out for false prophets, still rings out loudly and clearly.  God in his grace has blessed us 

with his holy Word and commands that we preach and teach all his truths, truths that have the power to hurt as 

well as to heal.  So my friends, listen to God’s messengers who bring you the message of God’s Law that hurts 

your sinful pride by pointing out your sin.  Then listen to the truth of the Gospel that heals with the good news 

of the forgiveness of sins and life in heaven that is ours only through the redeeming work of our Savior.  This 

message may not be a popular one today.  Yet it’s a message that needs to be heard because it’s the only 

message that saves.  May God bless us with pastors and teachers as well as lay people who stand up for the 

truths of God’s Word; who are not afraid to lovingly point out sin and false teachings; who boldly and 

confidently preach and teach both Law and Gospel, the message that hurts as well as the message that heals.  

Amen. 

 


