
July 13 & 16, 2006 (6
th

 Sunday after Pentecost)    Lamentations 3:22-26 

ALWAYS FAITHFUL! 
 

What are the two Latin words that serve as the motto for the soldiers in the United States Marine Corps?  

“Semper Fidelis” which means “Always Faithful.”  It is a description of their loyalty and lives as dedicated 

members of the Marines.  History shows that this motto serves them well. 

 

Don’t those words serve as an accurate description of our loving God!  When one reads through the pages of 

Scripture and sees the actions of our God, always faithful are two words that come into our minds.  Jeremiah 

makes that point very clear in the words before us this morning.  What comfort we find in the truth that our God 

is Always Faithful!   

 

There once was a pastor of a very large congregation who had the most beautiful, breath-taking church building 

of his day, maybe the most beautiful church building ever.  He lived in a nation that was the wealthiest and most 

powerful nation in the world.  As time went on, the nation became very wicked and immoral.  They started to 

believe all kinds of false teachings and were worshiping false gods.  This pastor spoke out against the false 

teachings and the immoral lifestyles but the people wouldn’t listen.  On several occasions they became so upset 

with him, they beat him, stoned him, made fun of him, called him names and even threw him down a pit for a 

while.  Do you know who this pastor was or what nation he lived in?  It was the nation of Israel and Jeremiah 

was the pastor.  

  

Jeremiah had warned the people time and time again to turn from their evil ways but they refused.  They 

thought they were fine.  After all, they were God’s chosen people.  Jeremiah warned them that God would allow 

a heathen nation to come and destroy Jerusalem and take them captive, but they ignored him and labeled him as 

a prophet of doom and gloom. God was faithful to his word and everything happened like he said it would.  In 

his book of Lamentations Jeremiah was lamenting.  He was crying because the city of Jerusalem and the 

beautiful temple had been leveled, now just piles of rubble with smoke rising up to the sky.  The people were 

either dead or taken prisoners with Jeremiah being one of the prisoners.  Jeremiah and the Israelite captives 

could easily have questioned how a faithful and loving God could ever have allowed a heathen nation to do that 

to them. 

 

I wonder how many times in our lives we have questioned whether or not our God is always faithful.  

Remember the storm we had last year with all the trees down and the power out for so many people.  We were 

without power for a couple of days.  The lights didn’t work.  The TV didn’t work.  Neither did the stove or the 

refrigerator or the air conditioner.  It’s no fun.  Even in just a couple of days, life became a bit unpleasant in our 

home and it was for many people because of the power failure.  Is there such a thing as God-failure; that God 

decides to stop being faithful for a while?  Sometimes it may appear to be that way.  If you had a loved one get 

killed by a terrorist, would you wonder that?  If your home along with a countless number of other homes gets 

destroyed by a tornado, would you wonder that?   How about when a marriage goes on the rocks; when you 

have a health problem; a sudden tragedy; prayers that don’t seem to be answered the right way.  When bad 

things happen, we can be quick to think that there has been God-failure; that he is not always faithful and has 

stopped, at least for a while, caring, protecting and blessing.  My friends, that is not true.  Always faithful 

doesn’t mean our God will keep every trouble away from us.  Does he have that power?  Yes, but he reminds us 

that we are sinful human beings living in a sinful world where troubles and hardships are a part of this life and 

always will be.  We cannot escape that.   

 

Jeremiah knew how true that was.  In spite of what had just happened to his people, Jeremiah had hope, hope 

because he knew he had a God who is always faithful.  Listen to his words of hope and faith.  Because of the 

Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.  They are new every morning.  

Great is your faithfulness.  Jeremiah knew God was a God of his word and a God of love.  He means 

everything he says and is faithful in doing everything he says.  It was only because of the Lord’s great love that 

any of them even survived.  Each one of them also deserved to die for all eternity.  What had just happened to 



them was not God’s fault.  It was theirs.  They had turned away from God.  This destruction was a result of their 

nation’s impenitence.  Jeremiah knew that and also knew God’s compassions never fail.  They are new every 

morning.  God wouldn’t let the nation of Israel die out in a foreign land.  God would not abandon his promise 

of sending a Savior who would be a descendant of Israel.  God is always faithful to his promises.  That’s why 

Jeremiah said, I say to myself, “The Lord is my portion; therefore I will wait for him.  As members of 

God’s family and heirs of heaven, they needed to patiently wait for the blessings that God had in store for them  

Like the apostle Paul, they could say, We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed, perplexed, but 

not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 

 

Because of the Lord’s great love, we are not consumed.  Do we have reason to echo these words?  The 

reason I ask this is because sometimes I think we act as though God owes us.  God owes us financial stability 

and wealth.  God owes us good health.  God owes us safety and protection.  God owes us eternal life in heaven.  

Why does he owe us this?  We come to church regularly.  We put an envelope in the collection plate, not saying 

how much we put in but a little is better than nothing.  We are raising or have raised our children to be honest, 

upright and respectful people.  We have worked hard to provide for our families and have stayed committed to 

our marriage.  We try to be nice and kind to others.  Those words should really be changed to “Because of what 

we do, we are not consumed.”  Our sinful pride likes to think that way.  Yet, honestly, what does God see and 

hear from us every day?    Every day God hears words come from our mouths that he finds disgusting and 

unacceptable.  Every day he sees actions from us that he hates and condemns.  Every day he reads thoughts 

from our minds that make him upset and angry.  What does God owe us for all these sins?  The full force of his 

anger and the sentence of damnation in hell.  That’s reality.   But instead of giving us what he really owes us, 

our always faithful God gave us a Savior in the form of his Son Jesus.  God’s plan was for Jesus to come and 

live a perfect life in our place.  He did.  When the unbelieving Jewish people condemned a perfect Jesus, beat 

him to a pulp, whipped him, put a crown of thorns on him and nailed him to a cross, it looked like God’s plan 

had failed.  Jesus did not look like he had won the victory over sin, death and the devil.  He looked like a beaten 

and defeated man.  On Easter morning, Jesus rose from the dead proving that our always faithful God’s plan did 

not fail.  The horrible death on the cross was God’s mysterious way of taking away our sins.  This was God’s 

way of making it possible for us and our loved ones to be forgiven and to have the hope of eternal life, 

forgiveness and salvation that become ours through faith in Christ Jesus. 

 

It’s this kind of faithfulness that gives us hope and strength even during the hardest of times.  We have a God 

who never fails, always blesses, always cares.  Sometimes he shields us from problems and other times he 

doesn’t.  Either way God’s compassions never fail.  He always has a plan for everything that he allows to come 

into our lives.  Like Jeremiah we need to patiently wait and hope.   

   

My friends, when you think about it, Christianity has always been a religion of hoping and waiting.  The Old 

Testament believers waited thousands of years for the Messiah and he came. The early Christian church was 

persecuted with many Christians being put to death.  They knew God was with them and looked forward to their 

future with him.  Today their souls are now in heaven and they are spiritually rich beyond their wildest 

imaginations.  You and I also patiently wait and hope. We can do that with confidence because we know that 

our God is always faithful.  He always keeps his promises.  He is always in control.  He always cares.  His love 

never fails.  His mercies are new every morning.  Our God is indeed semper fidelis.  Amen. 


