
July 3, 2016   +   Pentecost 7 

Luke 10:1-9, 16-20 

“Jesus Has Commissioned You As His Worker” 

 

In the name of Jesus, dear friends, 

 As we observe our nation’s Independence Day again our attention is drawn to our nation, with 

its blessings and its challenges.  Any kind of attention to the goings on in our nation will find that in 

this presidential election year the campaigns for president are in full gear.  Seemingly, we are down to 

two candidates.  A key strategy in these campaigns is that of getting “grass roots” involvement, “boots 

on the ground”.  Candidates establish a campaign committee in every state.  They gather supporters on 

those committees and give them a task.  The task is to gather more support for their candidate by 

setting up events to raise money and events which the candidate can attend to put forth his or her 

message and fire up the supporters so that they work at getting other people to vote for their candidate.  

The candidates are commissioning people for the work when they gather them into a committee and 

give them a task. 

 Sounds a lot like what Jesus was doing in Samaria, as recorded by St. Luke! As Jesus worked 

his way through the region of Samaria people were being drawn to him by his message and miracles.  

His goal was not to win an election to some earthly ruling position.  Instead, he seeks to lovingly rule 

in people’s hearts.  So people from that region had come to learn from him and then followed him.  

They became his disciples.  Now he was giving them work to do as his disciples, as his “campaign 

committee”.  He commissioned 72 of them as his workers. 

 Jesus didn’t stop drawing people in faith to himself through his good news message of 

forgiveness after he ascended into heaven.  By the written word of his apostles he continues to gather 

disciples and he continues to commission them as his workers.  That includes each of us!  This account 

from St. Luke reinforces this truth … 

Jesus Has Commissioned You as His Worker! 

1. He tells you why you’re needed. 

2. He explains how to do the work. 

3. He gives you the authority to do his work. 

 

In sending out those particular seventy-two disciples to do some work for him, Jesus also  

told them and us why they and we are needed for this work.  I’m making the assumption that these 

were people who had recently been drawn to Jesus through his message of forgiveness and life eternal.  

There is a good chance, then, that they were from that area, maybe they were even Samaritans.  At the 

end of chapter nine Jesus was in Samaria.  And even if he had moved on from Samaria into Judea, then 

it’s a decent assumption that these seventy-two were from the area in which he was currently visiting.  

But it’s a wise choice on Jesus’ part to use people from the area he was visiting to go into neighboring 

towns and villages to announce his upcoming visit.  He commissioned workers because of where they 

lived.  These people maybe knew people in the neighboring towns.  They would have known the 

customs and also the places where people gathered in those towns.  And they probably would have 

been well received by the townspeople.   

 That’s the reason why you’re needed and why Jesus has commissioned you as his worker; 

because you are where you are.  Jesus, your God and Lord has given you life and called you by his 

gospel as his disciple at this particular time and place in the history of his world.  You know the place 

where you live and you know the people.  Those who are close to you in place or in relationship you 

know how to talk to.  You know their struggles and fears.  You know their relationship with God or 

lack of a relationship with Him.  There is no one better than you to talk to them.  So Jesus has 

commissioned you as his worker.   



 Because of who it is who lives around you in your area is also the reason Jesus has 

commissioned you as his worker.  As he sent out those seventy-two disciples he instructed them to 

pray before they began their work.  He even told them what to pray for.  He said, “The harvest is 

plentiful, but the workers are few.  Therefore, pray the Lord of the harvest to send workers into his 

harvest field.”  The harvest field is this world in which souls live, souls that will face the harvest of 

God’s judgment.  Many of those souls are unbelieving; they don’t have through faith the innocence of 

Jesus they need to go through God’s judgment and be safely brought to his heavenly, eternal “barn”.  

Yes, the harvest field is this entire world, including Japan, Mexico, Africa, South America, China, 

India and every other nation on earth.  But the harvest field in which there are many unbelieving souls 

is also the part of the world in which you and I live, Columbus and Beaver Dam, Wisconsin!  You 

know for a fact that there are people in this town who don’t believe they need a Savior from God’s 

judgment.  You also know, I’m sure, some people who say they believe in God, but don’t know who 

God really is, what he demands and what his judgment on their lives is.  They maybe think God is this 

nice, old man in heaven who will judge that their life, though not perfect, has been decent enough to 

gain a place in heaven.  And then there are certainly people near you in life who don’t give a hoot 

about anything beyond this life.  They have the outlook that life in this world is all there is and that 

when it’s about over they’ll be able to look back and say it was a good ride about to end, and that will 

be it; they’ll cease to exist.  God in his word speaks of such souls as “lost”; lost in their understanding 

and also lost from any eternal good thing beyond this life that God has prepared for those who “love 

him, who have been called according to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28); lost to an eternal separation from 

God and anything good; lost to a never ending suffering for a life full of unbelief and offenses against 

God. 

 A reason why you’re needed for this work of Jesus is that so many souls around you need to 

hear what Jesus has to say to them about their need for forgiveness and that they have the forgiveness 

they need in him.  The apostle Paul reminded the Roman Christians that “faith comes from hearing the 

message and the message is heard through the word of Christ” (Rom. 10:17) and “how can they 

believe unless they hear and how can they hear unless someone tells…” (Rom. 10:14).     

 But Jesus isn’t the kind of “campaigner” who tells his workers to do the work without telling 

them how.  He doesn’t leave us without ideas or a plan or the resources for doing his work.   As he 

sends out his seventy-two workers he explains how to do the work.   First of all, you have the 

“goods”.  You’ve experienced what Jesus has for lost souls.  You have his peace.  He told the seventy-

two that as they entered a town or house they should give a greeting of peace.  They were to go as 

peace makers, not combatants.  And Jesus’ disciples know all about peace.  You have it!  You know 

what it is to be without peace, for you know your own sinfulness.  You know how it bothers your 

conscience when you fail to do God’s will.  Perhaps you’ve had opportunity to speak Jesus’ message to 

someone who desperately needed to hear it and failed to do it.   Or you’ve sinned against someone and 

God in some other way that has nagged at your conscience.  Jesus has called out to you with 

forgiveness.  He did what needed to be done, and did it in your place before God.  Beyond that, he 

endured the “lostness” of hell while on his cross for our sinful negligence.  He gives you the peace that 

“goes beyond human understanding”.  So, you’ve got the “goods”.  His instruction was to live in 

peace, seeking to offer the peace of God in Christ to those we are around.   

 That peace is offered as we do what we can for the good of those around us.  “Heal the sick,” 

Jesus told them, and accept their hospitality.  Then deliver the message of peace with God through 

Jesus.  “…and tell them ‘The kingdom of God is near you.’”  Jesus is here to bring you peace with God 

through the forgiveness of sins you need to be right with Him.   

 Jesus goes on in explaining how to do the work.  He explains that in every circumstance of life, 

as you daily do his work in your life, you can have peace of mind regarding everything, even how you 

will be physically taken care of.  He assures his workers that they will always have what they need to 

do his work in their daily lives.  He instructed those seventy-two to take no extra provisions with them; 



no purse, no suitcase (bag), no extra sandals.  He would see to it that through people, as these disciples 

did their work, they would be provided for.  There’s a key thought; as they did the work he gave them, 

as they did what he instructed, they would have what they needed for their life journey.  He told them 

not to dawdle along the way, just chit-chatting about nothing.  “Do not greet anyone along the road,” 

he told them.  Everything revolves around the work.  To disciples listening to him at another time on a 

hillside he put it this way, “Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 

given to you as well” (Matt. 6:33).  His work involves our daily living in the peace of knowing that he, 

according to his promise and wisdom, will provide for every need of body and soul now and for 

eternity.   

 Jesus’ workers can have confidence in living and working in this way because he goes on to 

give you the authority to do his work.  First of all, Jesus is very blunt.  He commands the workers he 

commissions to “Go!”  He then reminds the seventy-two and us who is behind us.  “I am sending you 

out…”  And who is he?  He is the almighty Son of God.  He is the one sent into this world by the 

eternal and almighty Father himself!  It’s their work, the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit!  

This work is all about Him, not you and me!  He’s the Creator and Savior of all.  He is our ultimate 

Lord and Judge to whom we are accountable.  The “lost” of the harvest field need a relationship with 

Him, so how they regard and treat us is not the most important concern.  “Whoever listens to you 

listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me; and whoever rejects me rejects him who sent me,” 

Jesus says.  You are going and working for me, Jesus tells us.  We go and we live and we work with 

his authority. 

 Jesus applied that to the seventy-two when they came back from their work.  Rejoicing that 

even demons submitted to them in Jesus’ name, Jesus explained some things to them about going and 

working with his authority.  His message gives authority over snakes and scorpions and all the power 

of the enemy, he said.  Does this mean Jesus’ disciples can foolishly and carelessly grab and kill 

rattlesnakes and scorpions with their bare hands?  Probably not.  Notice he also says, “…and to 

overcome all the power of the enemy.”  Is a rattlesnake or a scorpion your spiritual enemy?  No.  Your 

enemy, whom Jesus already mentioned when he said, “I saw Satan fall like lightning…”, is Satan, who 

assumed the form of the snake to deceive Eve in the garden.  The sin he brought into the world by his 

deception stings us severely, as St. Paul told the Corinthian believers, “…the sting of death is sin” (1 

Corinthians 15:56).  But the word of Jesus, the announcement of forgiveness in his name, crushes 

Satan and releases captive, stung sinners from Satan’s grip and from the sting of never-ending death in 

hell!  That precious and powerful Gospel of Jesus did that for you and me!  And therein also lies 

authority for you and me to do Jesus’ work.  He tells us to let our future life in heaven be our greatest 

joy and motivation for his work.  “Don’t rejoice that the demons submit to you, but rejoice that your 

names are written in heaven!”   You are his!  You’re name is written in the book of life in heaven!  No 

one can take that from you!  As a member of his eternal family you are authorized to do his work of 

inviting others to take their place there as well!  This is the lifelong work for which Jesus has 

commissioned you.   Until he returns at Judgment Day he is still “campaigning” for hearts, and he has 

commissioned you as his worker.  Confident of your place in heaven because of Jesus, let’s daily and 

hourly and authoritatively do his work!  He has commissioned you as his worker; tells you why you’re 

needed, explains how to do the work and gives you the authority to do it!   Amen. 

 


