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HOLD ON TO THE WORD 

2 Timothy 3:14-17 | Seventh Sunday after Pentecost | July 9/12, 2015 

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of. 

 

Jesus

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Paul begins chapter three of his second letter 

to Timothy with these sobering words: Mark 

this: There will be terrible times in the last 

days. People will be lovers of themselves, 

lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, 

disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, 

unholy, without love, unforgiving, 

slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not 

lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, 

conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than 

lovers of God-- having a form of godliness 

but denying its power. Have nothing to do 

with them. 

The last days. Terrible times. Right now. 

Sociologists and historians tell us that we are 

now living in the post-Christian era. The 

data seems to indicate that Christianity is on 

the decline while atheism is on the rise. Most 

people view the Bible at best as outdated and 

quaint, at worst as bigoted and hateful. That 

there is only one true God, that Jesus is the 

only way to heaven, that God created the 

world in six days, that sex is for marriage 

only and that marriage means one man and 

one woman, that the Bible is not only true 

but the truth – finding someone who believes 

one of those things much less all of them is 

getting harder and harder. Materialism, 

humanism, relativism – these are the gods to 

which billions bow in pious worship. The 

world is becoming increasingly hostile to 

Jesus-loving, Bible believing Christians like 

you and me. And the devil tempts us daily to 

renounce our faith and take the easy road. 

In the face of all this, what are we to do? We 

just sang these beautiful words:  

The cause is yours, the glory, too, 

So hear us, Lord, and keep us true. 

Your Word alone is our defense, 

The Church’s glorious confidence. 

We need to HOLD ON TO THE WORD. We 

need to consider its source. We need to 

appreciate its power. And we need to 

remember its purpose. 

I. Consider Its Source 

Where did the Bible come from? Why do we 

call it God’s Word? Paul gives us the answer: 

All Scripture is God-breathed. What does 

that mean? 

Christopher Reeve, the actor famous for 

playing Superman, became a quadriplegic 

after being thrown from a horse in 1995. For 

the rest of his life he needed a portable 

respirator to breathe for him. This was quite 

obvious whenever he was interviewed on 

TV. He would begin to answer a question 

and then would have to stop and wait for the 

respirator to fill his lungs up with air before 

he could continue. He could not speak 

without the air provided by that machine. 

This is kind of how the Bible was produced. 

God breathed into the prophets, apostles and 

evangelists the very words he wanted them 

to write. They could not speak without the 

Spirit’s breath. As Peter put it: Prophecy 

never had its origin in the will of man, but 

men spoke from God as they were carried 
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along by the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:21). So 

the Bible is not the word of men, but the 

Word of God. All of it. All Scripture is God-

breathed. It is mistake-free, totally reliable, 

absolutely true Word of the living God. 

Can you imagine how the world would react 

if a long-lost message in a bottle from Amelia 

Earhart was found? Or perhaps if a 

previously unknown novel written by Mark 

Twain came to light? That would be a huge 

news story. People would line up for a 

chance to read them. 

Kind of makes our excuses for not hearing 

and reading the Bible seem pretty silly, 

doesn’t it? I don’t have time. It’s too hard. I 

know enough already. How can we not have 

time for the very words of God himself? 

How can we say we don’t understand it 

when God calls his Word a lamp and a light 

(Psalm 119:105)? The basic message of his 

Word is clear and understandable. How can 

we ever know enough about the message of 

God’s love for us in Christ? It is truly the 

greatest story ever told. And every Word of 

it is true.  

My friends, continue in what you have 

learned and have become convinced of. 

Hold on to the Word. Hear it, read it, study it 

and meditate on it, because it’s not just any 

old book. It’s God’s book. 

II. Appreciate Its Power 

The Bible is a form of communication – 

letters, words, language, a message. But it’s 

not just communication. It is also filled with 

power. As Paul says it’s “the power of God 

for salvation” (Romans 1:16). The Word is 

dynamite! Listen to what it can do: From 

infancy you have known the Holy 

Scriptures, which are able to make you wise 

for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 

Wisdom is not the same thing as intelligence. 

An intelligent person knows something. A 

wise person takes what he knows and puts it 

into practice. For example, an intelligent 

person knows that eating too many 

cheeseburgers won’t be good for his heart. A 

wise person puts this into practice by eating 

vegetables and lean protein instead of greasy 

meat and fat-filled cheese. 

God’s Word makes us wise for salvation, 

even as little babies. Not only do we know 

who Jesus is. Not only do we know facts 

about him: that he lived in ancient Israel, 

died on a cross and rose from the dead. We 

believe that who he is and what he did 

counts for us. We believe that he is the 

bridge between us sinners and a holy God. 

On the basis of his Word we believe that God 

requires us to live a holy obedient life and 

that we can’t give it to him. But we also 

believe that Jesus lived that life for us, that he 

is “a lamb without blemish or defect” (1 

Peter 1:19), and that God credits his sinless 

life to us. 

By the power of the gospel we believe that 

we have redemption through [Jesus’] blood, 

the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with 

the riches of God's grace (Ephesians 1:7). 

The holy blood of Christ, poured out on the 

cross, is the ransom price that sets us free - 

free from the penalty and punishment 

earned by our sins, free from the fear of 

death, free from the mastery of the devil.  

By the working of the Spirit through the 

Word we believe that Jesus rose bodily from 

the grave on the third day and that his empty 

tomb confirms Jesus’ promise: “Whoever 

believes will not perish, but will have 
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eternal life” (John 3:16). 

God’s Word is awesome! It took spiritually 

dead, sin-filled, disobedient, death-deserving 

rebels like you and me, and made us Bible-

believing, Christ-trusting, totally forgiven 

servants of the living God and heirs of 

eternal life. That’s powerful stuff. Hold on to 

it. Hold on to the Word.  

III. Remember Its Purpose 

By the way, calling us to faith in Jesus is but 

one of the purposes of God’s Word. Listen 

again to our text: All Scripture is God-

breathed and is useful for teaching, 

rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness, so that the man of God may 

be thoroughly equipped for every good 

work. God’s Word is practical, relevant and 

– most of all – useful.  

Popular opinion says just the opposite. The 

world considers the Word to be irrelevant 

and useless. Use the Word as a guide for 

living? No. Just follow your heart. Establish 

standards of morality based on the Word? 

No. Do whatever feels good. Rely on the 

Word as the only measure of what is true 

and what is false? No. Rely on scientists, and 

pop psychologists. Someone has said, “It’s 

amazing what people will believe as long as 

it’s not in the Bible.” Isn’t that the truth?  

And sadly, it’s true even within the visible 

Christian church. On Facebook this week 

someone posted a picture of a Bible with this 

caption: “This is not a bag of trail mix. You 

can’t just pick out the pieces you like and 

ignore the rest.” Many churches do just that. 

Don’t like what the Bible says about living 

together? Don’t worry about it. That’s just 

old-fashioned, horse-and-buggy thinking. 

Don’t like what the Bible says about 

marriage and homosexuality? Ignore it. Love 

wins. Don’t like what the Bible says about 

the roles of man and woman? Skip that part, 

otherwise you’ll be labeled as sexist. Don’t 

like what the Bible says about the one way to 

heaven? Forget it. That way you won’t 

offend anybody. Many churches do this. 

They skip and ignore, pick and choose. This 

may make them more popular, but it doesn’t 

make them right. They have forgotten that 

“the Word of the Lord stands forever” 

(Isaiah 40:8). 

May we never forget it! And may we never 

stop using the eternal, practical, relevant and 

useful Word of our God. The Apostle 

suggests four ways that the useful Word 

equips us for life in an unbelieving world: 

teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness. Let’s look at them one at a 

time. 

Teaching. God’s Word tells us all we need to 

know about God, about his love for us in 

Christ, and about his will for our daily lives. 

We need to hear it regularly. And we need to 

use it to teach others. 

Rebuking. This use of the Word is not much 

fun, but it is important. Like we need a 

doctor to diagnose our illnesses, we need the 

Word to point out our sin, our brokenness, 

our deep need for a Savior. And we need to 

use it to humbly and lovingly call one 

another to repentance. 

Correcting. Not only is the Word useful for 

pointing out what is wrong, but it also useful 

for giving us an attitude adjustment. The 

Word motivates us to do what is right for the 

right reason, gratitude for God’s forgiving 

love in Christ. 

Finally, training in righteousness. God’s 
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Word educates us about the not-guilty 

verdict that is already ours. We are righteous 

in God’s sight through faith in Jesus. But the 

Word also shows how to live a righteous 

lives in thanks for that innocent verdict. It 

shows us what pleases God and what 

displeases him, what to do and what not to 

do. And when we fail God’s Word picks us 

up, dusts us off, points us to the blood-

stained cross and the empty tomb, and sends 

us on our way in the peace of his pardon.  

Suppose a trusted friend put a plane ticket in 

your hand and gave you the keys to his 

beautiful condo in Hawaii. Imagine that he 

also provided you with a book that gave 

detailed directions on where to get free 

gourmet meals and gasoline. Few of us 

would argue with such a book. We would 

just use it.  

The Bible is a useful book. That’s the 

understatement of the century. The Bible is 

the most useful book ever written. By his 

Word God calls us to faith and gives us 

eternal life. By his Word God equips us for 

life in a perilous world. When God gave us 

the Word he gave us everything we need for 

time and for eternity. My friends, hold on to 

the Word. Amen. 

S.D.G. 


