
August 3, 2014 (8th Sunday after Pentecost)      Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

FEED THE RIGHT DOG 

 

An old Indian chief was talking to a group of young braves about the struggle we have inside us.  “It’s like two 

dogs fighting inside us” the chief told them.  “There is a good dog who wants to do what is right and the other 

dog always wants to do what is wrong.  Sometimes the good dog seems stronger and is winning but sometimes 

the bad dog is stronger and seems to be winning the fight.”   A young brave asked the chief.  “Who is going to 

win in the end?”  The chief answered, “The one you feed.” 

 

All of us come into this world with a sinful, unbelieving heart that wants nothing to do with God and his Word 

and wants everything to do with wrong, with evil all the time.  We call that our old Adam.  By the grace of God, 

the Holy Spirit fed us the Gospel to create faith in Jesus in our hearts.  We call this our new man, our new man 

that wants to serve and please God.  In a sense, we have two dogs fighting inside us.  I’m afraid too often we 

feed the wrong dog with our greed, selfishness and materialism and don’t feed the right dog enough with the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Priorities can get messed up and can result in sad and disastrous consequences.  Jesus’ 

parable of the Sower makes that point.  As we look closely at this parable, I would like to use the picture of the 

two dogs inside us and encourage you.  Feed the Right Dog.  Feed the right dog meaning your new man so that 

you remain in your saving faith and so that you produce fruits of faith. 

 

Farming back at Jesus’ time was much different than today.   No big tractors or fancy equipment.  Most work 

was done by hand or a wooden plow.  The picture in our parable is that of a farmer holding a big bag of seed 

and throwing the seed in every direction, getting as much seed out there as possible.  The seed he threw out 

landed in four different places.  Some seed fell on a hard path, so hard the seed could not penetrate it.  As a 

result, Jesus said “the birds came and ate it up.”  Some seed fell on rocky places where it had very little soil.  

As a result, Jesus said, “ít sprang up quickly but when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they 

withered because they had no root.”  Other seed fell among the thorns that could grow to a height of 10 to 15 

feet and choked the plants.  Some seed fell on rich, fertile soil where it produced a crop-a hundred, sixty or 

thirty times what was sown. 

 

There you have the parable.  What does it mean?  Well, the sower is Jesus who throws out the seed of God’s 

holy Word and the soil represents the hearts of people.  Now what do we know about the seed?  We know that it 

is all true with no errors, that the Holy Scriptures are God-breathed.  We know that God’s Word is powerful and 

effective, that it does not return to him empty but will accomplish what he desires and achieve the purpose for 

which he sent it, as we heard in our first reading.  We know its purpose as summed up for us at the end of 

John’s Gospel.  These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in his name.  The main message of the Bible has everything to do with Jesus who 

came into this world to be our Savior.  He lived the holy life of love that God intended for us to live which we 

all fall way short of on a daily basis. The penalty that God’s justice demanded that those who sin should die for 

all eternity was a penalty that Jesus paid for with his suffering and death.  He was the perfect sacrifice for sin, 

the perfect substitute.  As a result God assures us that sin has been atoned for and death has been defeated.   

Jesus rose from the dead to bring us that good news.  In him we have forgiveness of sins and eternal life in 

heaven.  That is the good news, the seed that the sower throws out on the soil. 

 



What is the reaction to this seed?  As Jesus points out, the reaction varies.  The seed that falls on the hard path 

are those who have no use for God or his Word.  No time for religion.  It’s just a waste of time and pure 

foolishness.  The devil snatches the seed away from them so they go through life without Jesus.    How about 

the seed that falls on rocky places?  Jesus said.  The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the 

man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. But since he has no root, he lasts only a short 

time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away.  In other words, 

people who may have been baptized, who have had some contact with God’s Word which created a spark, some 

interest.  When they found out what life as a Christian really involved; when people started making fun of them 

because of what they believe; when troubles came and they started to wonder why God wasn’t making life 

easier for them, they decided it wasn’t worth it.  They walked away from God’s Word and their faith withered 

away.  Then you had the seed that fell among the thorns.  Here’s what Jesus had to say about them.  The one 

who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this 

life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful.  These are people who were members of a 

church; raised their children up in God’s Word, made sure they were baptized and confirmed, but as time went 

on, slowly drifted away from the Word.  They became too busy.  There were too many worldly distractions.  

The riches and pleasures of this life became their priority.  They started to feed the wrong dog and kept feeding 

it.  As a result, their plant of faith slowly was choked off by all the thorns until it died.  Finally, there is seed that 

fell on rich, fertile soil which represents people whom the Holy Spirit not only brought to faith but keeps in the 

faith through the continual feeding of God’s Word.  These people are feeding the right dog, their new man, with 

the Gospel and it shows by the fruit they produce, acts of love and service toward God and others.   

 

There you have it.  Which one best describes you?  Before many of you say the rich soil, let’s make sure you 

are clear on a couple of things.  First of all, the soil or the hearts of every person who comes into this world is 

the same, hard paths that resist the seed of God’s Word and want nothing to do with it.  By nature we are dead 

and want to keep feeding and enjoy feeding the wrong dog.  If by the grace of God, you believe in the Lord 

Jesus and are producing fruits of faith, it’s all the work of God the Holy Spirit and not yours.  He alone creates 

faith.  He alone keeps you in your faith.  He alone gives you the desire and the strength to produce fruits of 

faith, love for God and for others.  He does this by feeding your new man with the Gospel.  Glory be to God 

alone!   

 

Yet, even though we are believers in Jesus, we must humbly confess that we often are guilty of feeding the 

wrong dog.  Maybe you feed the right dog every week in church.  Wonderful.  Thank God for giving you the 

desire to do that.  What about the other six days?  Do you feed the right dog during the week through personal 

Bible reading, Bible study or devotional time?  Or do you feel that taking communion once a month and being 

in church one hour a week is enough food for your new man? Think about this.  How often during the week 

don’t you feed your old Adam with unhealthy food like selfishness, greed, anger, shameful and indecent things 

you watch on TV or the internet; the music with immoral lyrics you listen to; actions that indulge your sinful 

flesh; thoughts that are wicked?  Are your priorities always pleasing in God’s sight or do you at times become 

too worldly, allowing the things in life to distract you from feeding on God’s Word and serving him and your 

neighbor?  Do you take the opportunities given you to be the sower and throw out the seed of God’s Word to 

your family members, friends, co-workers and neighbors? 

 

My friends, we all have to admit we often fail to feed the right dog and it shows in our lives by the lack of fruit 

that is pleasing in God’s sight.  Because of this, we deserve the penalty of death. It’s when we see this about 

ourselves that we then need to have the seed of God’s Word thrown on our soil reminding us of a Savior who 



has done everything perfectly for us, who lived and died to pay for every time we fail.  His saving love feeds the 

right dog and the more we feed the right dog, the stronger our new man becomes.  The stronger our new man 

becomes, the more joy and trust we will find in God’s promises, the more strength we will find to handle the 

challenges we as Christians face; the more joy and eagerness we will have in serving the Lord in our church, 

our homes and our workplace; the more we will look forward to our home in heaven that Jesus has prepared for 

us; in other words, the more fruit we will produce. What kinds of fruit?  Paul gives us this summary.  But the 

fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.   

 

My friends, we have this battle going on inside us every day, the battle between the bad dog, our old Adam and 

the good dog, our new man.  We know which dog the devil is rooting for to win.  So the devil tries to snatch the 

seed away by tempting us to spend less and less time with the Word because he knows if we are not feeding the 

right dog, we are feeding the wrong one.  We will then fall for more of his lies, have less strength and desire to 

follow Jesus, our faith becoming weaker and weaker with the ultimate goal being to choke off our faith 

completely.  Don’t ever think it can’t happen to you because the devil has succeeded many times with people 

who are now spending their eternity in hell!  He wants you to join them.  There’s only one way that you won’t.  

Believe on the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.  Jesus is your only Savior from sin.  God’s Word which is 

powerful and effective is the seed the Holy Spirit used to create the new man in you and the only seed that can 

keep you in your saving faith.  So I encourage you.  Feed the right dog and keep feeding the right dog so that 

you remain in your saving faith and then produce fruits of faith to God’s glory and to the welfare of his church 

here on earth.  He who has hears let him hear.  Amen. 


