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THE HARVEST IS COMING 

Joel 3:12-16 | Ninth Sunday after Pentecost | August 7/10, 2014 

The LORD will roar from Zion and thunder from Jerusalem; the earth and the sky will 

tremble. But the LORD will be a refuge for his people, a stronghold for the people of Israel. 

Jesus

Big, bright red, sun-ripened tomatoes 

picked from your own garden. Slice them 

up, put them together with some toasted 

sourdough, thick cut bacon, fresh lettuce, 

maybe a slice of cheese and you’ll have 

one of my favorite summertime meals. 

Another favorite is sweet, juicy corn on 

the cob, slathered with butter, sprinkled 

with a little salt and pepper. There’s 

nothing much better than that. But there 

is a lot more to enjoy: peas and carrots, 

onions and peppers, green beans and 

cucumbers, blackberries, raspberries, 

apples and pears. Isn’t it wonderful when 

all of these things are ripe and ready to be 

picked? Harvest time is a joyous time. 

In the portion of his Word before us today, 

God’s prophet Joel talks about a harvest – 

not a seasonal harvest of fruits and 

vegetables, but a harvest of souls at the 

end of time. Hundreds of years before the 

birth of our Savior, the Spirit-inspired 

prophet looked forward to the very last 

day in history, the Day of the Lord, the 

great harvest of souls at the end of time. 

For unbelievers this harvest will bring 

sorrow and sadness, terror and tribulation 

never to be equaled. But for believers it 

will be a day of unrivaled joy. THE 

HARVEST IS COMING. This world is ripe for 

judgment, but God’s people find refuge in 

him. 

I. The World is Ripe for Judgment 

Joel’s father was a man named Pethuel. 

And that’s about all we know about him. 

We don’t know if he was married or had 

kids. We don’t know exactly when or 

where he served. Though these details are 

unclear, Joel’s message is not. It’s crystal. 

God is just. His judgment is coming. 

“Everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord will be saved” (Joel 2:32), but those 

who reject him in unbelief will be lost. 

This is a basic theme of the Bible. Jesus 

said, “Whoever believes and is baptized 

will be saved, but whoever does not 

believe will be condemned” (Mark 

16:16).” 

Sadly, by and large the people had 

rejected the one true God and followed 

worthless idols. Their unbelief bore ugly 

fruit: injustice, perversion, cruelty and 

wickedness of every kind. The people in 

Joel’s day were ripe for judgment. 

Things aren’t any different today. We live 

in the last days, the end times. Jesus and 

his apostles spoke about signs of the last 

days, indications that the final judgment is 

imminent. They talked about in nature: 

earthquakes, famines and floods. They 

talked about signs in society: wars, 

disease and the persecution of God’s 

people. They even talked about signs in 

the church: false teachers and mass 
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rejection of the truth. Jesus told his 

disciples: “You will be handed over to be 

persecuted and put to death, and you 

will be hated by all nations because of 

me. At that time many will turn away 

from the faith and will betray and hate 

each other, and many false prophets will 

appear and deceive many people. 

Because of the increase of wickedness, 

the love of most will grow cold” 

(Matthew 24:9-12). Read the headlines in 

your daily paper. It won’t take long to see 

the truth of Jesus’ words. We are indeed 

living in the end times. The people of our 

age are ripe for judgment. 

Does that include us? How will we fare in 

the harvest? Joel describes the Last Day 

like this: Swing the sickle, for the harvest 

is ripe. Come, trample the grapes, for the 

winepress is full and the vats overflow-- 

so great is their wickedness!" How will 

we duck the swinging sickle of divine 

justice? How will we escape being 

trampled under God’s holy foot? Aren’t 

we guilty of the same wickedness we see 

all around us? 

Sometimes we fail to take our sins 

seriously. Too often in our arrogance we 

even go so far as to think that, since we’re 

believers in Jesus, we can sin all we want 

and he will forgive us. Sometimes we take 

our Lord’s pardon and spit on it. Paul 

talked about that. Shall we go on sinning 

so that grace may increase? By no 

means! We died to sin; how can we live 

in it any longer? (Romans 6:1,2). Jesus 

didn’t die to give us freedom to sin. He 

died to free us from our sins – from their 

control and condemnation. 

And what about our surroundings? Are we 

wary enough of this wicked world? Do we 

flee temptation or snuggle up close to it? 

Do we recognize that “bad company 

corrupts good character” (1 Cor. 15:33), 

or do we tend to hang around with those 

who drag us down into the gutter with 

them? Are we always thinking about 

whatever is true, whatever is noble, 

whatever is right, whatever is pure, 

whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable 

(Philippians 4:8), or do we spend our time 

thinking about whatever filth popular 

media happens to be spewing at the time. 

Did you hear the Fifty Shades of Grey 

movie is coming out soon? If an alien 

observed us from his flying saucer, would 

he notice a difference between our lives 

and the lives of the wicked world around 

us? Personally, I’m ashamed of the answer 

that I often have to give to that question. 

God’s Word is clear. Every person is 

destined to die once, and after that to 

face judgment (Hebrews 9:27). Privately 

at the moment that soul separates from 

body, publically gathered with the living 

and the dead on the Judgment Day – we 

sinners will meet our Maker. We will face 

his perfect justice. How can we possibly 

hope to survive! 

II. God’s People Take Refuge in Him 

I’ll tell you how. Actually, I’ll let our text 

tell you how. Listen again to these 

beautiful words: The LORD will roar from 

Zion and thunder from Jerusalem; the 

earth and the sky will tremble. But the 

LORD will be a refuge for his people, a 

stronghold for the people of Israel. 
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How terrifying it will be for the 

unbelievers on the Last Day as the earth 

and sky tremble and as the Lord roars and 

thunders in his justice! But not for us! For 

us there will be no terror. There will be 

only wonder and worship, jubilation and 

joy. On the Last Day the LORD, the God of 

faithful grace and boundless love, will be 

our refuge. David wrote: The LORD is my 

rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my 

God is my rock, in whom I take refuge. He 

is my shield and the horn of my 

salvation, my stronghold (Psalm 18:2). 

What does it mean that God is our 

refuge? Think of a castle with high stone 

walls and a wide moat filled with 

alligators. Think of a panic room, a 

tornado shelter or an underground 

bunker. These are places of safety, places 

where one can escape danger. God is our 

castle, our bunker, our safe place, our 

refuge both in this life and on the Last 

Day. 

In one of our familiar prayers we hear the 

words “the times and days are perilous.” 

We live as wheat among weeds. We live in 

a wicked and unbelieving world, side by 

side with those who reject the Word and 

worship of our Savior. And we’re not just 

talking about some nameless, faceless 

group of strangers out there in the world 

somewhere. We’re talking about people 

very close to home: our neighbors, our co-

workers, even the members of our own 

families. 

Unbelievers are all around us. Some of 

them are very nice people, but they don’t 

get it – or us. The man without the Spirit 

does not accept the things that come 

from the Spirit of God, for they are 

foolishness to him, and he cannot 

understand them, because they are 

spiritually discerned (1 Corinthians 2:14). 

Unbelievers don’t understand the hope 

that comforts us or the gospel that 

empowers our living. 

And if you think that their godless, gospel-

less worldview can’t have an impact on 

us, think again. Bad company corrupts 

good character. The world is filled with 

those who would love us to turn aside 

from the narrow road to life and join them 

on the conveyor belt to hell. 

God is our refuge in the midst of this wild 

and wicked world. In his grace, through 

the gospel, he has called [us] out of 

darkness into his wonderful light (1 Peter 

2:9). In Baptism he called us to faith in his 

Son and robed us in Jesus’ holiness. 

Through his Word he both arms and 

armors us to not only recognize this 

world’s deceitfulness and depravity, but 

to respond with the Word of truth 

(Ephesians 6:10-17). Again and again, as 

pilgrims on a hostile planet, we can run to 

God in Word and Sacrament and there 

find solace and safety. 

And on the Last Day we will be safe too, 

safe from the wrath of God we deserve. 

For the Lord who is our Judge is also our 

Refuge. We take refuge in the One who 

obeyed in our place, who was sinless for 

us and credits his holiness to us. We take 

refuge in the One who bore our sins in his 

body on the tree (1 Peter 2:24) pouring 

out the only substance that could wash 
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away the stain – his priceless blood. We 

take refuge in the One no tomb could 

hold, the One who broke out on the third 

day, the One who promises, “Because I 

live, you also will live” (John 14:19). 

Through faith in the One who lived, died 

and rose for us, we will stand in the 

Judgment on the Last Day. 

In a little while we’re going sing what I 

believe are some of the most beautiful 

words in all of Christian hymnody: Lord, 

when your glory I shall see And taste 

your kingdom’s pleasure, Your blood my 

royal robe shall be, My joy beyond all 

measure! When I appear before your 

throne, 

Your righteousness shall be my crown; 

With these I need not hide me. 

And there, in garments richly wrought, 

As your own bride I shall be brought 

To stand in joy beside you. 

 

Sinners though we are, we will have no 

need to hide in the Judgment. We will feel 

no shame. We are washed in baptismal 

grace, cleansed by the blood of the Lamb, 

covered in the robes of Jesus’ holiness. 

Our lives are hidden with Christ in God 

(Colossians 3:3). God will roar and 

thunder, but – because of Jesus - all we 

will hear is, “Well done, good and faithful 

servant. Come and share your master’s 

happiness” (Matthew 25:23). 

Harvest is coming. This world is ripe for 

judgment. But by God’s grace, in Jesus our 

Refuge, we are ready. Harvest time will be 

a joyous time. Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

S.D.G. 


