
August 17, 2014 (10th Sunday after Pentecost)     Matthew 13:45-46    

 

"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls.  When he found one of great 

value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.” 

 

THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST IS THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE 

Throughout the history of the world people have spent time and money in search of something they considered 

to be valuable, something they believed would make their lives better and happier.  Remember the search for 

the so called Fountain of Youth, a spring that supposedly restored the youth of anyone who drank or bathed in 

its waters. Tales of such a fountain were told across the world for thousands of years, appearing in writings as 

early as 500 BC.  The legend became particularly prominent in the 16th century when it became attached to the 

Spanish explorer Ponce de Leon.  History books tell us that Ponce de León was searching for the Fountain of 

Youth when he traveled to what is now Florida in 1513.  He never found the fountain because the fountain 

really never existed.   How disappointed he must have been! 

In the parable before us this morning, Jesus speaks about finding something that is more valuable than anything 

else in the world; something that will bring happiness and joy that will last forever; a pearl that is perfect and 

priceless.  What is he talking about?  He is talking about the Gospel, the good news of Jesus Christ.  The 

Gospel of Jesus Christ is the Pearl of Great Price.  By the grace of God, we recognize its value and thus we 

need to treasure its worth. 

Jesus had just finished his parables of the Sower and the Weeds among the Wheat in which the disciples heard 

that most people would not consider God’s Word to be valuable; that while it would produce some fruit, most 

wouldn’t want to hear it or believe it.   Hearing that, the disciples may have thought that it wasn’t worth their 

time to preach and teach it.  Jesus spoke this parable to encourage them that it was worth it, that the Gospel 

message of Jesus was valuable and priceless.  The parable is short and simple.  There was a pearl collector who 

owned a number of pearls and yet, they all had flaws in them.  One day he came across a pearl that was perfect 

in size, shape and color, unlike he had every come across before.  He had to have this pearl but it would come at 

a great price.  He sold all the other pearls, his home, his land and all he owned just so that he could buy this 

pearl.  He considered it to be more valuable than anything else. 

There you have the parable, short and sweet.  So what pearl was Jesus talking about?  He was talking about the 

Gospel, the good news of Jesus Christ.  The Gospel is the perfect, priceless pearl unlike any other because it is 

unique.  It tells us all that we need to know for this life and the next.  It is one of the two teachings of the Bible 

and the message of the Bible is basic and rather simple.   All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  

Because of sin we deserve death on earth and death forever in hell.  But God sent his Son Jesus into the world to 

live and die to pay for the sins of the world.  Through faith in Jesus, we have forgiveness and salvation.  That’s 

the Bible’s message in a nutshell.  By the grace of God, the Holy Spirit has opened our eyes of faith to see the 

value of God’s Word, a pearl of great price that no other religion or philosophy can even come close to in value. 

I need to emphasize by the grace of God because to be honest, by nature the message of the Bible is foolishness 

to us.  It is not attractive to hear or read and the majority of people in the world reject it and consider it to be of 

no value at all.  Think about it for a moment.  What is there to like or to be attracted to about a message that 

points out how rotten and filthy with sin we are; that there is nothing we can do to get rid of our sin; and 

because of our sin, we deserve to feel the full force of God’s anger and suffer the torments of hell for all 

eternity?  This is a message we hear every time we come to church.  Most people consider us to be foolish to 

keep coming to hear that message over and over again.  How attractive is a message that says our only way to 



heaven is through a man by the name of Jesus who was born in a barn, grew up in a carpenter’s home, hung 

around with some fishermen and other common people, who never held a job or owned a home, who spoke 

against the religious authorities, who was finally arrested, humiliated, beaten and nailed to a cross?  This 

message then continues by saying Jesus rose from the dead?  Most people today shake their heads and say, 

“How foolish to believe something like this!  How foolish for people to be willing to die for this belief!  How 

foolish it is to sacrifice time, abilities and money for this belief!”   By nature we would agree and want nothing 

to do with this.  By nature we consider this message not to be a pearl of great price but a worthless stone.  Logic 

also tells us this teaching should have died out a long time ago.   

So why hasn’t it?   The reason there are still Christians today is because of the grace of God.  The Holy Spirit 

has been working and changing peoples’ hearts through the Gospel, the pearl of great price.  That’s what he has 

done to us.  It’s the Holy Spirit who brought us to faith and who makes our faith grow.  It’s the Holy Spirit who 

motivates and guides us in our Christian living and gives us the strength to follow and trust in him.  How does 

he do it?  It’s quite simple.  He uses the Gospel in Word and Sacrament.  Our faith which started out so small 

grows and blossoms and produces all kinds of fruit as it continues to be nourished and fed with the Gospel.  

This pearl of great price has a value unlike any other, the value that gives us freedom from a guilty conscience 

and the courage to stare death in the face and say, “You cannot defeat me because Jesus has already defeated 

you for me.”  Here is where the power of God lies to transform and bless lives.  Paul wrote, I am not ashamed 

of the gospel because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.  Even though the 

number of believers in the world is outnumbered by those who are unbelievers, the only reason there are 

believers in Jesus today, the only reason you and I are believers today, the only reason God’s church has grown 

throughout the years is because of the powerful Gospel message of Jesus Christ that continues to be preached 

and taught.   

 

We need to remember this because so much preaching today is not Law and Gospel but instead, what we can do 

to be successful, happy and free from worries and fears.  This is what itching ears today want to hear.  They 

don’t want to hear about their sins.  They don’t want to hear they deserve to go to hell.  They don’t want to hear 

they can’t save themselves.  It makes them feel bad.  They want to hear how life here on earth can be better, 

easier and more successful.   Because of that, many preachers are preaching that if you have a positive attitude, 

are nice to others  and work hard, God will bless you and make your life whatever you want it to be.  A TV 

evangelist and author who is very popular told the story once about his mother who was diagnosed with cancer 

and not given much time to live.  He said she thumbed her nose at this disease and said she was going to beat it.  

She had a positive attitude and kept thinking positive thoughts and because she did, she conquered her cancer 

and is still alive. Who does this preacher give the credit for her health?  Not God but his mother because of what 

she did.  I’ve listened to this man and read some of his articles and I have never heard the word sin.  I have 

never heard about our need for Jesus as our Savior.  I have never heard that Jesus is the only way to heaven but 

that he just a good example of love and self-sacrifice that we need to follow.  The devil is smiling because he is 

sucking so many people in and his tactics are working.  The devil’s tactic is to sacrifice doctrine for popularity; 

sacrifice talk about eternity to talk about the here and now; sacrifice Christ-like virtues and morals for tolerance 

and acceptance; sacrifice the message that Jesus is the only way to heaven for the message that God loves all 

people and won’t damn anyone who is kind and works hard and is sincere in what they do and believe.  This is 

not a message of salvation but one of damnation.  It’s not a pearl of great price but a worthless and damaging 

pearl that the devil has fooled so many people into believing. 

 

 



We need to be on our guard because the devil is working hard to try and convince us that the Gospel is not a 

pearl of great price.  Sometimes I’m afraid he succeeds in getting us to treat it as though it weren’t that valuable; 

that we have heard it so often it’s a message we can live without.  Have you ever let your work, your family, 

your hobbies come between you and the perfect, priceless pearl?  It can happen quite easily, can’t it? When the 

man in this parable found this pearl and sold all he had to buy it, don’t you think he spent a lot of time and 

energy protecting his investment?  Don’t we have to do the same with our pearl of great price?  Don’t we need 

to treasure it as the most valuable possession we have?  How do we do that?  By continuing to hear, read and 

study God’s Word and regularly receive Holy Communion.  The devil tries to convince us that this is a waste of 

time.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  Time spent in God’s word will not so much reveal your devotion 

to God but his devotion to you.  In God’s Word we hear again and again about his powerful love for us, the 

promises he made to us; the forgiveness and salvation he won for us.  This is how God strengthens our faith and 

keeps a firm grip on the forgiveness and salvation Jesus won for us, blessings the devil is trying to pry out of 

our hands.  Isn’t it worth spending 15 to 30 minutes a day at home and a couple of hours every Sunday to give 

ear to God’s Word?  The man in the parable would think so.  How about you?   

 

My friends, the man in our parable sold all he had to purchase this perfect, priceless pearl.  It cost him all he had 

but he figured it was worth it.  The kingdom of God also comes at a price but a price that is more than any of us 

can pay.  Because of our sin, even the good things we do in life couldn’t even begin to make a down payment.   

Our only hope was for someone else to pay the price.  That someone was Jesus who paid the price with his holy, 

precious blood and his innocent suffering and death.  Through the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the pearl of great 

price, he offers all the blessings of his love for our lives here on earth and forever in heaven.  No other pearl in 

life can do or offer what the pearl of the Gospel does.  So my friends, value this pearl.  Treasure it with all your 

heart.  Hold on tightly to it because your life does depend on it.  Then do something else.  Share this pearl with 

others so that they too may enjoy and find comfort in all the blessings of God’s love that Jesus has won for 

them.  Amen. 

 

 

 


