
August 23, 2015 (Christian Education Sunday)         Deut. 6:4-9 

 

Moses’ Principle for Good Parenting 

 

A professor of psychology by the name of Laurence Steinberg wrote a manual called the 10 Basic 

Principles of Good Parenting, based on the top social science research over a span of 75 years.  Listen to 

the list.  1.  What you do matters.  2.  You cannot be too loving.  3.  Be involved in your child’s life.  4.  

Adapt your parenting to fit your child.  5.  Establish a set of rules.  6.  Foster your child’s independence.  

7.  Be consistent.  8.  Avoid harsh discipline.  9.  Explain your rules and decisions.  10.  Treat your child 

with respect.   In other words, if you follow these 10 principles, you would be considered a good parent. 

 

I think we would agree that these principles are good advice parents should follow.  Yet, Moses would 

say that this manual misses the most important principle for good parenting, the principle being to raise 

your children to be believers in the Lord Jesus; to keep bringing your children to Jesus through his Word 

so that he can put his hands on them and bless them.  Without this principle, you are preparing your 

children only for this life without any thought about the next life.  How can that be good parenting?  So 

this morning, as we focus on the Christian education of our children, let’s listen closely to Moses’ 

Principle for Good Parenting.   What is his principle?  Teach them what love for the Lord your God 

really means by the words you speak with them as well as the Christian example you set for them. 

 

The words of our text are part of Moses’ farewell address to the people of Israel.  His ministry was 

coming to an end and he would soon be passing the baton on to Joshua.  They were about to enter the 

Promised Land.  Moses was deeply concerned about their spiritual welfare.  Listen to his beautiful 

encouragement.  Hear O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.  These commandments that I give you 

today are to be upon your hearts.  Impress them on your children.  Talk about them when you sit at 

home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.  When the 

Israelites entered the Promised Land, they would meet people who believed in all kinds of false gods.  

Moses reminded them that there was only one God, the God of Israel.  He was the God who delivered 

their ancestors from Egypt; the God who took care of them as they traveled through the desert; the God 

who promised he would send a Savior from sin; the only God who forgives, the only God who saves.  

This was the God they were to love completely, a love they would show by worshiping and obeying him, 

a love they were to impress upon their children.  The word impress really means to teach with repetition.  

One way to teach and impress this was to talk about it every day.  In other words, God told them to talk 

about their relationship with him and the blessings that would be theirs in following him when they were 

having family time at home, when they were going on a journey, when they were having breakfast and 

before they went to bed.  God reminded the parents that teaching their children about him was to be a 

daily part of their lives. 

 

These words of Moses are so appropriate for us as we journey through this life to the Promised Land of 

heaven.  Good parenting means talking to your children about the love of our God and how God shows 

that love to us every day in the blessings he gives us but even more importantly, how he showed his love 

when he sent his one and only Son Jesus into this world to be our Savior; to live perfectly and then 



sacrifice his life on the cross to win our forgiveness and our salvation.  Parents, are you doing that?  Think 

for a moment about your conversations at home with your children.  What do you talk about?  Sports, 

school, their friends, what they did during the day, your job, plans for their future, money.  All of that is 

fine.  Yet I wonder how many of you talk to your children about the Lord Jesus and what he means to 

you.  I wonder in the average Christian home, how many times the name Jesus is mentioned during the 

week. 

   

You might wonder, “How do we do that?”  My advice is to keep it simple.  For example, when something 

tragic happens in our country or community or family, what a wonderful opportunity for you to talk about 

how our Lord Jesus allowed this to happen for a certain reason and how he works out all things for our 

good!  When your child sins and then apologizes, what an opportunity to remind your child that you 

forgive him/her and so does Jesus!  Jesus paid for that sin with his holy, precious blood. When your 

children see you sin with your words or actions, what an opportunity for you to confess to them that you 

are sorry for your sin and what comfort you have in knowing that Jesus died to pay for that sin!  When 

your child’s friend or cousin gets sick and your child is worried, what a wonderful opportunity to remind 

your child that Jesus is with that person.  Then suggest to your child that you should pray for him/her.  As 

your child gets older and in the teenage years and starts to question why you go to church every week, 

what a wonderful opportunity to emphasize once again that the purpose of our worship services is to 

praise and thank our God as we receive his forgiveness through Word and Sacrament, as we hear his 

Word through which the Holy Spirit feeds and strengthens our faith; as we pray for others and enjoy the 

encouragement of our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ!  When you are going through a difficult time 

and are worried and afraid, what an opportunity for you to tell your children you are going to take the 

matter to the Lord in prayer knowing he will answer in the way he knows is best for you!  When a 

Christian loved one dies, what a wonderful chance to talk about death.  We don’t have to be afraid of 

dying because Jesus is going to take us to the perfect home in heaven where we will live forever!  As a 

parent, there are so many opportunities for you to talk to your children about Jesus.  Every time you do, 

Moses would say that is good parenting.  That’s an important part of training them to be followers of the 

Lord Jesus. 

 

You notice, I said part.  Moses made that clear in our text.  Making Jesus an everyday part of their 

conversation was important but just as important, if not more important, was following those words with 

actions.  Moses said to the people, Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your 

foreheads.  Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.  When Moses speaks 

about tying the commandments to their hands or foreheads or writing them on different places in their 

home, he wasn’t speaking literally.  What he was saying was that their actions in their lives should display 

the love of the Lord Jesus in their hearts.  It should be evident to all people, especially their children, that 

they loved Jesus and were following him; that he was their God whom they were serving and obeying.  

They were to teach their children to be followers of the Lord Jesus by their example.  In other words, 

monkey see, monkey do. 

 

By your example, what are you teaching your children about Jesus?  Are you teaching them you love 

Jesus by the way you live your life; your attitude about God’s Word and the Lord’s Supper; your attitude 

about sin and living according to God’s will; the way you treat other people; your priorities in life!  The 



relationship you have with the Lord Jesus will have the greatest effect on what kind of a relationship your 

children will have with him.  How can it not?  Your children watch you.  They hear what you say.  They 

know what’s important to you and what isn’t.  You are laying the foundation for their lives as adults.  

They will follow your example.  Moses reminds you what good parenting is.  It’s teaching your children 

what’s important in life and it’s not success, careers or money.  It’s knowing Jesus loves them, lived and 

died for them to earn their forgiveness and salvation; that heaven is theirs only through him.  What is 

important is that your children have a relationship with Jesus as their Savior from sin all of their lives, a 

relationship that can only exist through the use of the Word and Sacrament!  Remember, you only have a 

short time with your children and then they leave home.   That’s why what they see in you and how you 

bring them up is so important.   

 

A father and mother were standing at the bedside of their son.  He had been in a car accident and was on a 

life-support system.  There were no brain waves whatsoever and they had decided to take him off of the 

life-support.  Before they did that, the parents were saying their good-byes.  At that time, those parents 

didn’t care how popular their son was at school.  They didn’t care about which college he had planned to 

go to or how good he was in sports.  They didn’t care about his grade point average or what kind of 

niceties they had provided him with.  All they cared about was where they knew he was going to spend 

his eternity.  Nothing else mattered.  Nothing else was important.  Are you raising your children as if 

nothing is more important?  This could happen to any of your children.  Even if it doesn’t, your children 

will grow older and will one day die.  What are you doing to prepare them for their eternity? 

  

My friends, we all have to confess that when it comes to good parenting, we have messed up from time to 

time.  None of us has been a perfect parent.  Thank God for his forgiveness.  Yet that doesn’t change the 

important work that you as a parent has when it comes to good parenting.  Moses’ words make it perfectly 

clear that Christian education begins and continues in the home.  Add to that the assistance the church 

offers, the more you and your children will be blessed as your faith in Jesus grows.    That’s Moses’ 

principle for good parenting.  With the Holy Spirit’s help and strength, teach your children what love for 

the Lord your God really means by the words you speak with them as well as the Christian example you 

set for them. Is it important?  It all depends on if you want them to go through life knowing that Jesus 

loves them and died for them.  It all depends on whether or not you want your children and their children 

to spend their eternity in heaven.  Yes, it’s that important.  That is what’s on the line.  Parents, for your 

eternal well-being and your children’s eternal well-being, follow Moses’ principle for good parenting.  

Amen. 

 


