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A GOOD GOD GIVES GOOD LAWS 

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8 | Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost | September 3/6, 2015 

Hear now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. 

Jesus

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Every state in the U.S. has its own collection 

of strange and silly laws. These laws are not 

enforced, but they are still technically on the 

books. A few examples: 

• If you ever find yourself driving at 

night through rural parts of 

Pennsylvania, state law requires that 

you stop every mile to send up a 

rocket signal. 

• In Missouri you cannot drive down 

the highway with an uncaged bear in 

your car. 

• When parking your elephant at a 

meter in Orlando Florida, be sure to 

deposit the same amount of change as 

you would for a regular motor 

vehicle. That’s the law. 

• If you stop for a beer in North Dakota, 

don't expect to get any pretzels with 

your beverage. It's against the law in 

that state to serve beer and pretzels at 

the same time. That law is particularly 

cruel and unusual.1 

All of those laws are strange and silly and 

outdated and arbitrary. No one is 

expected to take them seriously. God’s 

laws are different. They are holy. They 

are just. They are unchanging. They are 

eternal. They are anything but arbitrary. 

And God expects us to take them 

seriously. Our text reminds us that A 

GOOD GOD GIVES GOOD LAWS: (1) 

                                                           
1 Source: “Top Craziest Laws Still on the Books” by Stephanie 

Morrow (legalzoom.com) 

Laws that are good for us, and (2) Laws 

that are good for those around us. 

I. Laws that Are Good for Us 

Thunder and lightning, fire and smoke, the 

loud blast of a trumpet, a violent earthquake 

– this was the scene when God gave his law, 

the Ten Commandments to Moses. The 

people were shaking in their sandals. It was 

very clear to them that he wasn’t giving them 

fatherly advice or friendly suggestions. This 

was his holy and unchangeable will for their 

lives. He expected them to obey. 

Fast forward a few years to our text. It’s clear 

that God is still serious about his law. Hear 

now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am 

about to teach you. Follow them so that you 

may live and may go in and take possession 

of the land that the LORD, the God of your 

fathers, is giving you. Do not add to what I 

command you and do not subtract from it, 

but keep the commands of the LORD your 

God that I give you.  

God was about to repeat and expand on the 

law given at Sinai. He tells them to avoid 

math - no additions or subtractions to his 

law. It’s perfect as is. He also made clear to 

them that if they kept his laws things would 

go well for them in the land he was giving 

them. Things didn’t go well. They forgot 

about God’s goodness and grace. They 

ignored his commands. They worshiped 

false gods. Eventually, because of their 
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disobedience and unfaithfulness, they lost 

the Promised Land and were swallowed up 

by their enemies. They fell for the oldest lie 

in the book. Just like Adam and Eve in Eden, 

Satan convinced them that God’s laws were 

meant to limit them, to make their lives 

miserable, to take away their fun, to 

imprison them. Nothing could be further 

from the truth. A good God gives good laws. 

He gives them for our blessing. 

God’s law blesses us first by showing us our 

sins. Does that sound like a blessing to you? 

Wouldn’t it be better if we didn’t know 

about our sins? Wouldn’t it be better if we 

didn’t have to struggle with guilt? This is a 

case where ignorance is anything but bliss. In 

the same way that the CAT scan blesses the 

patient by identifying the cancer growing 

inside him, so God’s law blesses us by 

showing us the sin that threatens to destroy 

us. Through the law we become conscious 

of sin, Paul told the Romans (3:30). 

Comparing our thoughts, words and actions 

to God’s law makes painfully clear how 

badly we have failed to keep it. When we are 

conscious of the depth of our own sinfulness 

then we are ready to pray with the tax 

collector, “God have mercy on me, a sinner” 

(Luke 18:13). God’s law blesses us by 

showing us our need for Jesus. 

Another blessing of God’s law is protection 

from unnecessary trouble, pain and 

suffering. David wrote in Palm 19: By [God’s 

laws] is your servant warned; in keeping 

them there is great reward (11). God doesn’t 

give us laws to take away our fun. He gives 

them to protect us from harm, to help us 

enjoy a peaceful and orderly life. Just ask the 

man whose unfaithfulness has ruined his 

marriage, damaged his relationship with his 

kids and left him all alone. He wishes he had 

taken the Sixth Commandment seriously. 

Ask the woman whose abuse of food and 

alcohol has destroyed her health, making it 

likely that she won’t see her grandkids grow 

up. She would love the chance to go back 

and keep the Fifth Commandment which 

guards God’s gift of life. 

Our God isn’t some cosmic stick-in-the-mud, 

an almighty prude who’s constantly looking 

for an opportunity to spoil our fun. He’s a 

loving Father. Just like you make rules, give 

curfews, and set limits for your kids to 

protect them, so our loving heavenly Father 

gives us do’s and don’ts for our good. A 

good God gives good laws. 

And that’s why we want to keep his good 

laws. Because God is good. Because God is 

gracious. Because God sent Jesus to be our 

Savior. One more blessing of God’s law is 

that it guides us in how to say thanks to him 

for the gift of a Savior. It’s significant that 

God’s Old Testament Savior name – Yahweh, 

the LORD – is used throughout our text. It’s 

the name that stresses God’s grace and 

mercy. This is the God who rescues and 

redeems. This the God who forgives sin and 

forgets rebellion. This is the God we serve. 

What a difference motivation makes!  A 

young boy was headed out the door with his 

fishing pole when his mother stopped him 

and said, “Please, clean your room first.” So 

he threw down the pole, stomped to his 

room and slammed the door. For the next ten 

minutes his mother listened and his banged 

around his room and muttered under his 

breath. When he came out, he looked at his 

mother and said, “It’s clean. Now can I go 

fishing?” He did what she told him to do, but 

his attitude left a lot to be desired. 
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Where do we get the right attitude? What is 

it that changes our obedience from grudging 

to glad? It’s all about Jesus. Christ’s love 

compels us (2 Corinthians 5:14). 

Remembering that Jesus kept every good law 

of our good God perfectly in our place 

energizes our efforts to keep them. 

Remembering that our Lord suffered hell on 

the cross because he couldn’t bear the 

thought of being in heaven without us 

encourages our glad obedience. 

Remembering his powerful return to life and 

the victory it gained for us empowers us to 

live life for him. For us keeping God’s good 

laws is all about saying thanks. It’s all about 

the good news. It’s all about Jesus.  

II. Laws that are Good for those Around Us 

Keeping God’s good laws not only brings 

blessings to us but to others as well. Back to 

our text: Observe them carefully, for this 

will show your wisdom and understanding 

to the nations, who will hear about all these 

decrees and say, "Surely this great nation is 

a wise and understanding people." 

When I read those words and I couldn’t help 

but wonder what kind of impression our 

own nation is making to the world around 

us. Millions of babies have been murdered in 

the abortionist’s office, sacrificed to the false 

god Convenience. Today they’re even being 

scrapped for parts like used cars. It’s all nice 

and legal. Marriage in our nation is now 

whatever you would like it to be, I guess. 

God’s institution, his good plan and design, 

have been thrown out the window. The 

foundation of the family has been seriously 

eroded. And our nation is going to pay for it. 

Perversion of every kind is protected under 

the First Amendment. Marriages and 

families are being torn apart by the 

purveyors of porn and encouragers of 

infidelity who are laughing all the way to the 

bank with their billions. 

What about us? When people look at us do 

they say, “What a great God they must 

worship! Look at how they live!” Not 

always. Outsiders regularly complain about 

our hypocrisy. They say we don’t practice 

what we preach. And often they’re right. 

Let’s own it. Let’s confess it. And let’s run to 

our Savior again and again for his 

forgiveness, full and free. 

With that forgiveness comes the power to 

fight temptation, to follow God’s laws, to 

practice what we preach. With that 

forgiveness comes a wonderful opportunity 

– the opportunity to show others the 

greatness of our God. 

Jesus talked about this. He said, "You are the 

light of the world … let your light shine 

before men, that they may see your good 

deeds and praise your Father in heaven” 

(Matthew 5:14-16). 

 

Our behavior has an impact on the people 

around us. They know what we stand for. 

They know we bear the name Christian. 

They are watching us. That thought can be 

scary. We want them to see God’s thankful, 

obedient children, and that’s not always 

what we present to them. But at the same 

time, what a wonderful opportunity to show 

them the goodness of God, to show them the 

meaning of the name Christian, and so draw 

them to the Christian faith. 

When they see us, in the name of Christ, 

showing compassion to others – mowing the 

neighbor’s lawn while he’s laid up in the 

hospital, bringing food to the family that just 

lost a loved one, volunteering at the hospital 

or nursing home – they are drawn to our 
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compassionate God. When they see us each 

week on Sunday morning get into our cars to 

head to church – to hear the Word, to sing 

God’s praises, to encourage one another – 

they just know there’s something different 

about us, and about the God we gladly 

worship. 

Every day as we live our lives, in the 

simplest, most mundane ways – with our 

words, our choice of activities, how we 

spend time and our money - we serve as 

ambassadors of grace. We are little walking 

and talking billboards advertising the one 

true God. What a joy to show the world a 

God who is good and gracious, a God whom 

we are glad to serve and obey! 

In Illinois it's illegal to give lighted cigars to 

your pets—even if Fido does enjoy a good 

Cuban from time to time. Silly. Strange. 

Ridiculous. None of those adjectives can be 

used to describe the laws of our God. A good 

God gives good laws, for our blessing and 

for the blessing of others. With our eyes on 

Jesus and with a smile on our faces we can 

say with the psalmist: [Lord,] I delight in 

your commands because I love them 

(119:47). Amen. 

S.D.G. 


