
September 14, 2014 (14th Sunday after Pentecost)   Romans 11:33-36 

 

Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, 

and his paths beyond tracing out!  "Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his 

counselor?"  "Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?"  For from him and through 

him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen. 

 

HOW DARE YOU QUESTION GOD!      

 

Let’s say someone took you to small claims court and had good reason to take you there and you found out 

your judge is going to be Judge Judy.  You might be a little nervous.  She is a judge who doesn’t mince 

words.  She is very sharp and reads people very well.  She knows the law and leniency is not a word in her 

vocabulary.  What would happen if she found you guilty and gave you your sentence and you didn’t like 

it?  You think she is being unfair and too harsh, that her decision is wrong and unjust and you tell her that.  

Big mistake.  She would let you have it, probably saying something like, “How dare you question me or 

my authority?  Throw him out of my courtroom!”   

 

Aren’t we often guilty of doing this to our God?  When God decides to let something bad happen to us or 

our loved ones; when we don’t understand why and it doesn’t seem right or fair, don’t we sometimes 

object, question God and demand an explanation?  The words before us today from the pen of the inspired 

apostle Paul are beautiful and powerful words, words that should make us stop and think before we open 

our mouths.  When we really think about whom we are and who our God is, we never have the right to 

question God.  Looking at Paul’s words, let’s focus on this point.  How Dare You Question God.  You 

have no right to question God because his wisdom is beyond your comprehension and so is his love. 

 

How intelligent do you consider yourself to be?  It depends, doesn’t it?  If you are an adult and compare 

yourself to a young child, you would be intelligent.  If you compare yourself to the all-time money winner 

on the game of Jeopardy, you might not feel very smart at all.  If you compare yourself to God, the one 

who created the world and everything in it; the one who created our bodies and our minds; the one whose 

wisdom is limitless, you would have to think of yourself as walking around wearing a dunce cap.  We, like 

the apostle Paul, stand in awe at the wisdom of our God but at the same time, admit that we often have 

questions that we would like answers to.  For example, why does he allow terrorists to terrorize?  Why 

does he allow a child to get cancer?  Why does he allow a tornado to wipe out an entire city?  Why does 

God allow unbelievers to put believers to death?  Paul had his share of unanswered questions as well as we 

do, but he knew God’s wisdom was beyond his comprehension. He learned to simply be satisfied with the 

truths and promises God revealed in His Word especially when it came to God’s plan of salvation. 

   

What an amazing plan God came up with!  Think about it for a moment.  The world that God created was 

perfect but that didn’t last long.  Adam and Eve disobeyed God, brought sin into the world and destroyed 

their perfect relationship with God.  When that happened, God could have left it up to sinful man to try 

and think of a solution to the problem of sin with its eternal consequences.  What plan would we 

intelligent human beings have come up with?  Here are a few ideas.  Try real hard to obey the 

Commandments and make the Golden Rule the motto for your life.  Go to church every week and give 

10% of your income to the Lord?  Keep telling yourself that a loving God would never damn a nice person 

like you to hell?  These are probably going to be the best ideas we could come up with, ideas that never 

deal with the problem of sin and God’s demand for us to be perfect or else suffer forever in hell.  Man’s 

ideas could never save us.  Now look at God’s wisdom, at his plan.  His Son would become a man; be 

born in a stable; live over 30 years without committing a sin as our substitute; go to the cross and shed his 

blood, suffer the pains of hell in our place to make payment for our sins and then rise from the dead on 

Easter morning.  How does Jesus’ payment for sin become ours?  God in his wisdom had that figured out 



too.  He said, “I will give them my Word and Sacraments through which the Holy Spirit will create faith in 

Jesus and keep them in their saving faith.”  That’s God plan of salvation.   What a masterpiece!  It’s no 

wonder Paul wrote, Oh the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How 

unsearchable his judgments and his paths beyond tracing out!  Without a doubt, his wisdom is beyond 

our comprehension. 

 

So is his love.  That’s obvious by His plan and his sacrifice.  It’s also obvious in the generous way He 

takes care of us and provides for us.  Yet in spite of all this, when God allows something to happen that we 

don’t like and goes beyond our understanding, how often don’t we stomp our feet, object and demand to 

know why?  “Why did you let my spouse die?  Why did you let my child die?  Why did my husband get 

Alzheimer’s?  Why did I get in this car accident?  Why are you putting me through bypass surgery?  Why 

do I have financial problems that don’t seem to be going away?  Why do I get sick so often? ” When we 

ask why, I’m afraid what we often are saying to God is “It’s not fair.  I don’t deserve this.  I work hard.  

I’m a decent person.  I go to church.  God, don’t you owe me something better than this for the things I do 

for you?”   

 

What does God think about that kind of an attitude?  Listen to what Paul says!  Who has known the mind 

of the Lord?  Or who has been his counselor?  Who has ever given to God that God should repay 

him?  How can any sinner have the audacity to question God?  How can any sinner think that God should 

follow his advice?  How can we sinners think that God owes us; that somehow when we do something 

good, God should give us some sort of an IOU?   Does the Almighty and all-knowing God owe us sinners 

a detailed explanation of what happens in our lives and why and what he’s going to do about it?  The man 

Job in the Old Testament thought so.  He was a follower of the Lord and then in a matter of a short time, 

lost all his wealth and his children.  Job eventually became angry with God, questioned his love and 

wisdom and accused God of being unfair.  Job felt he should have more of a say in the things that were 

happening to him.  In chapters 38 and 39 of Job, God answered him in a stern but magnificent way.  Let to 

just a small section of what God said to him. Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation?  Tell 

me, if you understand.  Who marked off its dimensions?  Surely you know!  Who stretched a 

measuring line across it?  On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone-while the 

morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy?  Have you journeyed to the springs 

of the sea or walked in the recesses of the deep?  Have the gates of death been shown to you?  Have 

you seen the gates of the shadow of death?  Have you comprehended the vast expanses of the earth?  

Tell me, if you know all this.  Surely you know, for you were already born!  You have lived so many 

years!  Can you raise your voice to the clouds and cover yourself with a flood of water?  Do you send 

the lightning bolts on their way?  Do they report to you, “Here we are?”  Who endowed the heart 

with wisdom or gave understanding to the mind?  Who has the wisdom to count the clouds?  Who 

can tip over the water jars of the heavens when the dust becomes hard and the clods of earth stick 

together?    God then concludes with these thunderous words to Job.  Will the one who contends with 

the Almighty correct him?  Let him who accuses God answer him!  Wow!  Did God ever set Job in his 

place!  Job got the point and repented. 

   

We often need to do the same.  When we start thinking that God owes us, we need to realize that he does 

owe us something, damnation in hell because of our sins.  That’s what we deserve.  Instead of giving us 

what we deserve, he gave us Jesus.  That in itself is way beyond our understanding.  Why would God 

punish his own Son for people who don’t believe in him; who hate him; who want nothing to do with him 

or his word; people like us who don’t always trust in him; who question him and object when he allows 

evil to come into our lives?  Why would God continue to bless sinful people like us who are often so 

ungrateful and accusatory; who so often have no time for him and treat him like dirt?  It doesn’t make 

sense.  He shouldn’t love us and yet he does.  His love goes way beyond our comprehension.  

  



My friends, we need to remember something very important.  Our minds are limited while God’s is 

limitless.  Can we really give our all-knowing God advice about how to run our lives or the world around 

us as though we know more than he does, as though we know what’s best for us and he doesn’t?  God 

created the world without our help.  He preserves the world without our help.  He saved the world without 

our help.  He controls all things for the good of his church without our help.  Our loving and wise God is 

in control of all things and knows what He’s doing even when it doesn’t seem that way.   How thankful 

and glad we should be that he does!  In light of that, we join Paul in his doxology.  For from him and 

through him and to him are all things.  To him be the glory forever. 

 

My friends, things are going to happen to you and around you that you don’t understand.  When they do, 

you will be tempted to question God.  But how dare you question him?  Instead of getting frustrated or 

questioning God which never helps the situation, put your trust in your faithful God.   Trust in his wisdom 

that goes beyond your comprehension.  Trust in his love that goes beyond your comprehension.  Find 

comfort in knowing that you are in the hands of your all-knowing God who loves you.  What better hands 

could you possibly be in?  Then think of how glorious it will be when God takes you home to heaven 

where evil will not exist and neither will your why questions.  Yes, put your trust in God and say with 

Paul, Oh the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable his 

judgments and his paths beyond tracing out!   Amen. 

 


