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REJOICE! YOU GET TO SUFFER FOR JESUS 

1 Peter 4:12-16 | Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost | September 17/20, 2015 

Rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ,  

so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 

Jesus

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

It’s rather surprising that the Spirit chose 

Simon Peter to pen the portion of God’s 

Word before us today. Our text is about 

suffering for the sake of Christ. It’s all about 

bearing the cross. At one time Peter was an 

expert at avoiding this. 

Peter is the one who promised his Lord, 

"Even if I have to die with you, I will never 

disown you” (Matthew 26:33). Just a few 

hours later he stood in the courtyard of the 

high priest vehemently denying with oaths 

and curses any connection to Jesus. “I don’t 

know the man!” (Matthew 26:72) The 

rooster’s crow was like a dagger in his heart. 

In today’s Gospel we heard our Savior speak 

very plainly about his necessary, saving 

work. He had to suffer and die and rise 

again. Peter rebuked him for such talk. 

“Suffering? Death? You? Never!” Now it was 

Jesus’ turn to offer rebuke: "Get behind me, 

Satan! You do not have in mind the things 

of God, but the things of men” (Mark 8:33). 

Ouch. 

Yes, it’s surprising that Peter, of all people, 

wrote the text before us today. On the other 

hand, it also kind of makes sense. Who are 

some of the most powerful speakers against 

the sin of alcoholism? Those who have 

struggled with that sin themselves. Who 

better to encourage us to suffer for our 

Savior, to deny ourselves and bear the cross 

– something we often try to avoid – than one 

who often tried to avoid it too. In our text 

Peter is speaking to his peers, to fellow 

sinners who struggle under the cross. He’s 

speaking to us. And his message is simple, 

clear and direct. Dear friends, REJOICE! 

YOU GET SUFFER FOR JESUS. Such 

suffering helps us look forward to heaven. 

Such suffering helps us to focus on Jesus. 

I. Such Suffering Helps Us Look Forward to 

Heaven 

Peter wrote to Christians who were suffering 

for their faith under the persecutions of 

infamous emperor Nero. Nero was not 

known for his fondness of Christians. He 

once dipped believers in oil and used them 

as human torches to light up a backyard 

barbeque. Under his rule Christians were 

arrested and imprisoned. Their property was 

seized and their rights taken away. Some 

were enslaved. The lions in the arena were 

well-fed. These Christians were under 

intense pressure to renounce their faith. Peter 

wrote to encourage them with a message of 

hope in Christ. 

Our text begins with this thought: Dear 

friends, do not be surprised at the painful 

trial you are suffering, as though something 

strange were happening to you. Christians 

should never be surprised when they suffer 

because they bear the name of their Savior. 

Jesus often told his disciples to expect this. 

And he didn’t sugarcoat it. “All men will 

hate you because of me” (Luke 21:17). “You 

do not belong to the world, but I have 
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chosen you out of the world. That is why 

the world hates you” (John 15:19). The 

gospel is an offense to the unbelieving world, 

and the Christian lifestyle no less so. We 

should expect our Christian confession to be 

opposed. 

This opposition takes many forms, from the 

mundane to the murderous. This world 

mocks us for our faith. For our belief that the 

Bible is the Word of God true in every point 

we are called naïve. For our insistence that 

Jesus is the only way to heaven we are called 

narrow-minded. For our persistence in 

holding on to what the Word says about sex 

and marriage and family we are called 

bigoted.  

All you have to do is look at pop culture to 

see that what I’m saying is true. Look at how 

Christians are portrayed in the long-running 

comedy series The Simpsons. Homer’s 

neighbor, Ned Flanders, is a Bible-quoting 

dimwit. Reverend Lovejoy is a mumbling 

mess of a minister. The message is clear: 

Bible-believing Christians are morons.  

But before we complain too much, let’s 

remember that in some places in this world 

Christians aren’t just insulted in classrooms 

or mocked on TV shows. They are driven 

from their homes, imprisoned, tortured and 

even beheaded because they dare to confess 

Christ as their Savior. It’s said that more 

Christians were martyred in the 20th century 

than in all of the nineteen centuries before. In 

the 21st century the bloodshed continues. 

Why all this suffering? Shouldn’t God 

protect his people? Shouldn’t we enjoy 

unrivaled prosperity? Shouldn’t our every 

effort be crowned with success? Shouldn’t 

we be the most popular and beloved people 

on the face of the earth? Jesus once said this: 

“No servant is greater than his master. If 

they persecuted me, they will persecute you 

also” (John 15:20). Again, suffering for Jesus 

shouldn’t surprise us. 

But it does have something to teach us. What 

if everything went our way? What if life was 

always smooth sailing? What if no one 

opposed our faith in Christ? Pretty soon we 

would see no need for it. 

I will never forget something that happened 

to me in the summer of 1994. I was working 

for a congregation in Ohio for the summer, 

helping them with some outreach efforts. 

One day I was knocking on doors in a very 

well-to-do neighborhood – big beautiful 

homes, immaculate yards, sparkling 

swimming pools, gleaming new cars in the 

driveways. When I knocked on one door a 

man came out to greet me. He was very 

friendly. I told him who I was and what I 

was doing – looking for people who didn’t 

have a church. His smile faded a little bit and 

he said, “Why would I need, God? I have 

heaven here. You have a good evening.” As 

he turned to go back in the house I noticed 

that he was holding a steak knife, no doubt 

still dripping with the juice of fine cut of beef 

he had been enjoying. The thought of this 

still saddens me to this day. 

Thank God that we get to suffer for Christ! 

When we suffer ridicule for our faith, when 

we suffer in the daily battle against our own 

sinful nature, it’s a powerful reminder that 

this world with all its shiny trinkets and 

baubles, its big houses and steak dinners, is 

not what it’s all about. 

My friends, when you suffer for your faith 

rejoice in the reminder that you don’t belong 

here, that your real home is in heaven. Paul 

wrote to the Romans: Our present sufferings 
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are not worth comparing with the glory that 

will be revealed in us. Even in the midst of 

suffering rejoice as you look forward to the 

glory Jesus won for you, an inheritance that 

can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in 

heaven for you (1 Peter 1:4).  

II. Such Suffering Helps Us Focus on Jesus 

Suffering for the sake of Christ not only 

helps us focus on our glorious, heavenly 

future. It also helps us every day to focus on 

Jesus. We turn our attention again to the text: 

If you are insulted because of the name of 

Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of 

glory and of God rests on you. If you suffer, 

it should not be as a murderer or thief or 

any other kind of criminal, or even as a 

meddler. However, if you suffer as a 

Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise 

God that you bear that name. 

It should probably go without saying (but he 

mentions it because we all need the 

reminder) that Peter isn’t talking about the 

suffering that we bring on ourselves. When 

our love for gossip results in no one 

confiding in us, when or bitterness and anger 

drives people away, when our own 

dishonesty leaves us friendless – well, this is 

to our shame. Such suffering is well-earned. 

Peter is talking here about the suffering that 

comes on us as a direct result of our 

connection to Christ and our faithfulness to 

his Word. Such suffering helps us to focus on 

Jesus and the blessings that are ours because 

we belong to him. 

The absence of such suffering would tell a 

different tale. Someone has put it this way: 

No cross, no Christian. If we didn’t belong to 

Christ then we wouldn’t be insulted for our 

faith. If we didn’t belong to Christ then we 

wouldn’t be struggling to deny our selfish 

nature and fight temptation. Every moment 

that we suffer under the cross reminds us 

who we are and whose we are. We belong to 

Jesus Christ. Praise God that you bear that 

name! 

And never forget how that came to be. Paul 

wrote to the Corinthians: You are not your 

own; you were bought at a price (1 

Corinthians 6:19-20). In spite of who we 

really are by nature, in spite of our constant 

longing for heaven on earth and our 

continual failure to deny ourselves, God 

placed an impossibly high value on you and 

me. The price he paid to redeem us proves it. 

The price was the precious blood of his one 

and only Son. Blood made precious by Jesus 

perfectly obedient life. Blood made precious 

by Jesus divine nature – it’s the blood of 

God. Blood that washes away the sin of all 

people. Blood that washes away our sin. 

Jesus shed that blood on the cross for us. 

Because he did we have forgiveness and 

eternal life. Because he did we are free from 

sin’s curse and safe from God’s wrath. 

Because he did we belong to him now and 

forever. 

Suffering as one of his followers bring us 

tremendous blessings. It forces onto our 

knees in prayer. It drives us into his Word 

for help and for guidance. It brings us to his 

table for the pardon and peace that we so 

desperately crave. In short, bearing the cross 

helps us to cling to Jesus and so grow in 

saving faith and godly living.  

Johannes Tauler, a German preacher and 

theologian who lived in the 14th century, 

prayed this way about his crosses: “Come 

again, dear guests; earlier I received you 

with displeasure; but now you shall be 

more dear to me!” May that always be our 
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prayer too. My friends, you are no longer 

children of the devil. You are children of 

your Father in heaven. You are no longer 

citizens of this world. You are citizens of 

heaven. And that’s why you get to suffer for 

Jesus. Rejoice! Amen. 

S.D.G. 


