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BOAST ONLY IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST 

Galatians 6:12-16 | Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost | September 18/21, 2014 

May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has 

been crucified to me, and I to the world. 

Jesus

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

When we were little our parents 

discouraged us from pride or arrogance. 

They taught us not to brag or boast, and 

with good reason. That’s what the Bible 

teaches. I’ll give you a few examples. The 

psalmist Asaph wrote: To the arrogant I 

say, ‘Boast no more’ (Psalm 75:4). Pretty 

straight forward. In the famous love 

chapter, 1 Corinthians 13, we read: Love is 

patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it 

does not boast, it is not proud (4). 

Boastfulness is unloving. James wrote: As 

it is, you boast and brag. All such 

boasting is evil (4:16). Again, pretty clear 

– boasting is evil. I could list many more 

examples, but you get the picture. 

Boasting is not generally a good thing. 

Having said that, this morning I’d like to 

encourage you to do a little boasting. In 

fact, I’d like to encourage you to do a lot 

of boasting. I want you to boast all the 

time. That’s what Paul did. That what he 

wanted the Galatians to do. That’s what 

the Lord wants us to do. But here’s the 

thing: God doesn’t want to us to boast 

about our possessions, our qualities or 

our accomplishments. He doesn’t want us 

to boat about ourselves at all. He wants us 

to BOAST ONLY IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST. 

Christ’s cross is everything to us. It has 

made us who we are. It has given us all we 

have. 

I. It Has Made Us Who We Are 

The Galatian Christians to whom Paul 

writes in our text owed him a huge debt 

of gratitude. They had come to know 

Jesus as their only Savior from sin through 

Paul’s preaching. The gospel message he 

preached – salvation by God’s grace alone 

through faith in Jesus Christ alone - 

changed their lives.  

Unfortunately someone else was trying to 

change their lives again – and not for the 

better. Some false teachers were 

downplaying the importance of trusting in 

Jesus alone for salvation. They accused 

Paul of not telling the whole story. “Yes,” 

they said piously, “it’s important to trust 

in Jesus. But if you really want to be sure 

of salvation you also have to keep the 

laws of Moses, like circumcision.” In other 

words, “Jesus didn’t do enough to save 

you. You have to help him.” Their false 

teaching can be summarized with the 

word and. Salvation comes by faith in 

Jesus Christ and by keeping the 

ceremonial laws of Moses. Such an and is 

very, very dangerous indeed. 

Now, before you role your eyes at their 

foolishness, before you pat yourself on 

the back for knowing better, consider this: 

You and I are guilty of the very same kind 
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of thinking. Our sinful nature loves the 

word and. Far too often we find our 

confidence and comfort in what we do 

and not in what Christ has done for us.  

This comes to us naturally. All people are 

born into this world with the attitude that 

they have to do something to secure their 

salvation. Solomon wrote this proverb: 

There is a way that seems right to a man, 

but in the end it leads to death (14:12). 

Every man-made religion in the world 

teaches the “way that seems right to a 

man” – salvation by works. Buddhists 

follow the Eightfold Path. Muslims rely on 

the Five Pillars. Some, who even bear the 

name Christian, think that keeping the Ten 

Commandments will get them to heaven. 

No, no and no. As we heard Jesus say a 

little while ago: “What can a man give in 

exchange for his soul?” Answer: Nothing. 

We have no currency with which to 

purchase our way to heaven. Good works 

done in an attempt to gain God’s favor are 

like filthy rags to him. 

Moments ago in the Prayer of the Day we 

asked God to “guide us in the way that 

leads to salvation.” The Mosaic Law is not 

the way. The Ten Commandments are not 

the way. There is only one way. There is 

only one Savior. He said, "I am the way 

and the truth and the life. No one comes 

to the Father except through me” (John 

14:6). 

The only way to the Father, the only path 

to salvation is through Jesus, because only 

Jesus could do what was necessary to 

save us. Only Jesus could provide the 

perfection God demands, and he did so by 

his holy life. Only Jesus could take away 

the sins of the world, and he did by going 

to the cross for us. There he endured his 

Father’s just anger in our place, and shed 

priceless blood to pay for our rebellion. 

Only Jesus could conquer death, and he 

did so by rising on the third day. The open 

door to his tomb guarantees that heaven’s 

gates are open to all who trust in him. 

And so Paul says, May I never boast 

except in the cross of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. What else could we possibly boast 

about? Our strict obedience to God’s 

commands? Hardly a moment goes by 

that we don’t break one. Our deep love 

for our neighbors? Much of the time we 

are too deeply in love with ourselves to 

love anyone else. Our perfect love for 

God? Well, that’s just silly. Our only hope, 

our only joy, the only thing that we can 

point and say, “Now that means 

something,” is the cross of our Savior, 

where he – without any contribution from 

us – secured our salvation. 

That cross has made us who we are. Paul 

tells us that through the cross the world 

has been crucified to me, and I to the 

world. What does that mean? 

Back in the 80s and 90s mafia movies 

were really popular. Often in those movies 

a member of some crime family would do 

something wrong, something that brought 

shame on the family. Then the godfather, 

the head of the family, would say to him, 

“You’re dead to me.” Through Jesus and 

because of his cross we can say to the 

world, “You’re dead to me.” We are no 

longer lost and condemned citizens of the 
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world, unbelievers without help or hope. 

Nor are we powerless against the devil’s 

schemes. No, through faith in Christ and 

by the power of his cross we are no longer 

controlled by the sinful nature. We have 

power to fight temptation, to love God 

and neighbor, to keep the Ten 

Commandments not to get to heaven, but 

to thank God for the gift of heaven. 

Paul wrote, Neither circumcision nor 

uncircumcision means anything; what 

counts is a new creation. No law has the 

power to bring us closer to God. What 

really matters is a new creation. In 

another place Paul wrote: If anyone is in 

Christ, he is a new creation; the old has 

gone, the new has come! (2 Corinthians 

5:17). That’s who we are in Christ! We are 

new creations through faith in him! We 

have a new status before God. We are his 

children, dearly loved, completely 

forgiven, with brand new hopes and 

dreams, desires and goals. Jesus won all 

of this for us at the cross. My friends, 

boast in that cross! It has made you who 

you are. And it has given you all you have. 

II. It Has Given Us All We Have 

What would you have if Christ had not 

died on the cross? What would you 

possess if that historical event had not 

happened two millennia ago? What would 

truly be yours if Jesus never said, “It is 

finished” (John 19:30). What would you 

have if Christ’s cross was just an idea and 

not a reality? 

Nothing. Nothing of any real value. 

Nothing that would last. You would only 

have things which perish, spoil and fade. 

Your whole life would be what Solomon 

describes as “chasing after the wind” 

(Ecclesiastes 1:14). It would all be 

completely meaningless. Worse, an 

eternity of suffering would be your 

destiny. 

What do you have through the cross of 

Christ? What do you have because Jesus 

the Son of God really died on that cross? 

What do you have because Jesus did 

indeed say, “It is finished.” Everything! 

Things that will never perish, spoil or fade. 

Benefits that you wouldn’t even have 

dreamed of. Blessings that last an eternity. 

Paul mentions a couple of those blessings: 

peace and mercy. Peace and mercy to all 

who follow this rule, even to the Israel of 

God. When Paul mentions “all who follow 

this rule” he’s not talking about all who 

keep the rules or obey the 

commandments. That would contradict 

his whole argument in his letter to the 

Galatians. He means all who believe the 

gospel, all who accept by faith that 

salvation is a free gift from the hand of a 

kind and gracious God. 

He is not only gracious. He is merciful. 

When he saw us in our pitiful, lost 

compassion his heart went out to us. He 

had mercy on us. It was his mercy that 

caused him to send his Son to the cross in 

the first place. His mercy moved him to 

accept Christ’s sacrifice and welcome us 

into his family. Every day his mercy, which 

was put on such spectacular display at the 

cross, moves him to forgive our sins, 

strengthen our faith, answer our prayers 

and provide for our every need. 
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Because of his mercy, we have peace. Can 

you imagine what it would be like to go 

through life without the peace of knowing 

that everything was right between you 

and God? Can you imagine laying your 

head on your pillow at night without the 

peace that comes from complete 

forgiveness through Christ? Can you 

imagine facing the grave without the 

peace that comes from Jesus’ empty 

tomb? 

We never have to worry about those 

things. We have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 5:1). We 

can live our days knowing that all is right 

between us and God because of the 

peace treaty signed in Jesus’ precious 

blood. We can go to sleep at night 

confident of God’s forgiveness, because it 

is not based on our work but on Christ’s. 

We can look forward to our graves with 

hope-filled hearts, knowing that for the 

believer death is but a sleep and the 

gateway to eternal peace. 

We have something to boast about, don’t 

we? Not ourselves. Not our good grades. 

Not our good looks or winning 

personalities. Not our big salaries or fancy 

cars. Not our long list of accomplishments 

and accolades. We have only one reason 

to boast. Christ loved us so much that he 

willingly died on the cross to save us and 

the world. Nothing else really matters. So 

boast. Boast all the time. But boast always 

and only in the cross of Christ. Amen. 

S.D.G. 


