
September 28, 2014 (16th Sunday after Pentecost)    Ezekiel 33:7-11 

 

YOU ARE GOD’S WATCHMAN 

 

“If you cannot be a watchman standing high on Zion’s wall.”  Do you know what hymn these words are from?  

It’s the mission hymn “Hark, the voice of Jesus crying.”  Many of you have sung these words quite often but do 

you know what they mean?  Back in the Old Testament, some cities would have a wall around them to protect 

the people from their enemies.  Many of the people lived outside the city walls so a watchman would be up on 

the city wall with a trumpet to warn the people if he saw an enemy coming in the distance.  The people living 

outside the wall would then have a chance to get inside for protection.  The watchman’s job was really a life and 

death situation.  If he failed to blow the trumpet to warn the people, the city could be taken captive and a 

number of people especially the ones living outside the city walls could be killed.  If the watchman failed to do 

his job, he was held accountable meaning he was put to death.  The watchman in the hymn verse refers to a 

prophet or a pastor standing on the wall of Zion, meaning God’s church, to warn people about the danger of 

their enemy, the devil and sin. 

 

That would mean then that as the pastors here at Zion, God has called Pastor Sims and me to be the spiritual 

watchmen of our flock.  Yet, as called children of your heavenly Father, he has also called you to be watchmen 

in his church as Jesus pointed out in our Gospel lesson.  If your brother sins against him, go and show him 

his fault, just between the two of you.  If he listens to you, you have won your brother over.    So my 

friends, just as God told Ezekiel that he had made him a watchman of Israel, so he tells you and me. You are 

my watchman.  You are my watchman who lovingly warns about the dangers of sin and then lovingly points to 

Jesus, the only Savior from sin. 

 

Ezekiel was a prophet God had called to be the watchman during a very low time in Israel’s history.  They had 

become an immoral, wicked and idolatrous nation.  In other words, they were unbelievers.  In the early chapters 

of Ezekiel, God told Ezekiel to do the same thing he told him to do in our text, to warn them about the danger of 

their sin and to repent.  If they refused, God was going to punish them by allowing a heathen country to invade 

and conquer them, killing many of them and taking others as captives.  God was not this God of love who 

would sweep their sinful lifestyles under the carpet.  He was a holy and just God who would punish them for 

their unbelief with the fires of hell.  How did the Israelites react?  Wicked people don’t like to hear they are 

going to burn in hell.  They got mad at Ezekiel, called him judgmental and unloving.  He was just an old 

windbag who needed to get with the times.  They continued in their unbelief.   

 

What God warned would happen did happen.  They were now being held captive in Babylon.  The problem was 

they still had not repented.  Their greatest enemy was still holding them captive, their enemy being the devil and 

sin.  This is why God gave Ezekiel the same command he had given him before they had been taken captive.  

Listen once again to God’s command.  "Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; 

so hear the word I speak and give them warning from me.  When I say to the wicked, 'O wicked man, you 

will surely die,' and you do not speak out to dissuade him from his ways, that wicked man will die for his 

sin, and I will hold you accountable for his blood.  But if you do warn the wicked man to turn from his 

ways and he does not do so, he will die for his sin, but you will have saved yourself.  Ezekiel had one of 

three things he could do at this point.  He could simply say, “This message about wicked people dying and 

going to hell is not going to be popular.  I might get ridiculed or maybe something even worse.  I think I’ll keep 

my mouth shut.”  He could have decided to water down the message so it wouldn’t be so harsh because death to 



the wicked is not a popular or politically correct statement.  Finally, he could speak God’s Word exactly as God 

told him to.  Those were his options.  What was God’s answer?  “You are still my watchman.  You still have a 

responsibility.  If you fail to speak out to them and don’t tell them to repent, I will hold you accountable.  So 

don’t give up.  It’s not too late to change their fate.  Keep doing what you are supposed to be doing as my 

watchman.” 

 

Let’s say you saw your 7 year old son and his friend carrying a box of matches and making their way to your 

barn filled with hay and you just let them make their way into the barn.  If they set the barn on fire, wouldn’t 

and shouldn’t you be held accountable for not saying something to them and stopping them?  When we are 

talking about where someone is going to spend their eternity, doesn’t that make the matter even more serious?  

That’s the point God was making to Ezekiel. 

 

He makes the same point to you and to me.  We are to be God’s watchman.  What does that involve?  First of 

all, it starts right here.  We have to closely examine ourselves, our words, actions and thoughts.  I know when I 

do that, I don’t like what I see.  At the end of each day, I have to confess that once again; I have sinned a 

countless number of times.  I am not worthy to be called God’s child.  I am not worthy of his love or 

forgiveness.  I am not worthy of spending my eternity in heaven.  All I can do is plead for forgiveness for Jesus’ 

sake.  Then I am reminded of these comforting words.  Be of good cheer, your sins are forgiven, forgiven in 

the perfect blood Jesus shed on the cross of Calvary to pay for my sins.  My friends, what is true for me is also 

true for you.  The same comfort Jesus gives me, he gives you.  The same forgiveness he gives me, he gives you.  

As forgiven and redeemed children of God, he also gives us a responsibility, to be watchmen who lovingly warn 

about the dangers of sin.   

 

That’s easier said than done, isn’t it?  It’s hard to go to a son or daughter, a relative or friend who persists in a 

sinful lifestyle and lovingly confront them with their sin and their need to turn away from it.  I mean, it’s really 

hard.  Who likes confrontation?  Like Ezekiel we might think, “It won’t do any good.  They will probably get 

mad at me and what if they don’t want anything to do with me?  I couldn’t live with that so I’m going to keep 

my mouth shut.”  Maybe you even are thinking, “It’s okay.  He still believes so even if he keeps living in this 

sinful lifestyle, God won’t send him to hell.”  My friends, believing this won’t happen doesn’t mean it won’t.  If 

you say nothing and he doesn’t repent, God will hold you accountable.  We need to understand something very 

important.   Pointing out and warning about the danger of sin is not an unloving thing.  Saying nothing is.  

When your children are naughty, do you say and do nothing?  Is it unloving for you to point out what they did 

was wrong and then discipline them?  Absolutely not!  It’s the most loving thing you can do.  So is your work 

as God’s watchman.  People may view it as unloving and get angry and upset.  Using church discipline in the 

form of withholding communion and even excommunication may be viewed as being harsh and cruel.  Nothing 

could be further from the truth.  It’s a warning of love that if they persist in their sin, they will go to hell.  They 

have not repented.  What’s our hope and prayer?  We find the answer In 1 Corinthians 5 where God told the 

congregation to expel a man who was not repentant for taking his father’s wife.  Listen to God’s command.  

Hand this man over to Satan so that the sinful nature may be destroyed and his spirit saved on the day of 

the Lord.  An unloving act?  Just the opposite. This act is done to lead the person to see the danger of his sin 

and to repent so that his soul can be saved on the last day; so that you can then point him to the loving arms of 

Jesus, his only Savior from sin. 

 

That’s why God told Ezekiel to warn the people and give them another chance.  God knew what the people 

were thinking.  As they sat in Babylon, they began to despair.  This is what they were saying.  Our offenses 



and sins weigh us down and we are wasting away because of them.  How then can we live?  They realized 

what they had done.  God punished them for their sins and there was no way God would ever accept them back.  

They had blown it.  Have you ever decided to do something you knew was wrong, that it was in direct 

disobedience to what God and others told you but you did it anyway?  How did you feel afterwards?  Guilty?  

How could I have been so stupid?  How or why would God ever forgive me?  That’s what the Israelites thought.  

God had a message of hope and comfort for them.  He told Ezekiel.  Say to them, ‘As surely as I live, declares 

the Sovereign Lord, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked but rather that they turn from their 

ways and live.  Turn!  Turn from your evil ways!  Why will you die, O house of Israel?  If God wanted 

them to die and rot in hell for all eternity, he wouldn’t have sent Ezekiel back to them.  God didn’t hate them.  

He was cheering for them and urging them to come back to him.  After all that they had done; after all their 

immorality and idolatry, God still wanted to spend eternity with them.  What a remarkable love God had for 

them! 

 

What a remarkable love God has for you!  In spite of all your sins, in spite of your unworthiness, God wants to 

spend eternity with you.  No matter what you have done; no matter what sinful lifestyle you have been in or 

maybe even struggling with right now, the last thing God wants to happen to you is for you to go to hell.  Look 

at the sacrifice he made for that not to happen, the sacrifice of his very own Son who paid for your sins with his 

holy, precious blood and his innocent suffering and death.  God wants you to turn from your sins and live.  He 

assures you.  There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  As long as you have breath 

in your body, it is never too late to come back into the loving arms of your Savior.  His arms are always open to 

welcome you back.  The same is true for all people.  

 

My friends, being God’s watchman is not easy.  As a watchman you first have to recognize your own sins and 

then go to the Lord with a repentant heart, finding joy and strength in the Gospel message that Jesus lived and 

died to pay for every one of your sins.  In thanks for Jesus’ forgiveness, God tells you to be his watchman. What 

is at stake are the souls of people, many of them people you know and love.  As a watchman, God wants you to 

lovingly warn people about the danger of sin; urge them to turn from their sin so they can find comfort in the 

forgiveness Jesus won for them.  There is no more important work than this because it’s the work of getting 

people off the road to hell and back on the road to heaven.   May God give each one of you the strength and 

especially the love to be the faithful watchman who lovingly and humbly warns about the dangers of sin with 

this goal in mind:  repentance so that you can then point them to the loving and forgiving arms of their Savior.   

Amen. 


