
October 4, 2015 (19th Sunday after Pentecost)      Philippians 1:12-14 

ADVERSITY CREATES OPPORTUNITY 

Do you know who composed the famous “Hallelujah Chorus,” also known as Messiah?  It was George Handel.  

This masterpiece begins with the Old Testament prophecies about the coming of the Messiah, the birth, death, 

resurrection and ascension of Jesus, the spread of the Gospel in the New Testament church and ending with the 

Messiah’s return on Judgment Day.   It is absolutely beautiful.  Did you know that a few years before he 

composed this, his company went bankrupt?  A short time later, he had a stroke that limited movement in four 

of his fingers on his right hand.  His sight was starting to deteriorate.  He had serious health and financial 

problems.  In spite of all these adversities, he composed his greatest work as a testimony of his faith. 

Adversity does create opportunities.  Think of Paul and Silas imprisoned in Philippi after being beaten for 

preaching the Gospel.  They were singing songs of praise to God and had the opportunity to share their faith 

with the jailer.  The result was they went to his house and baptized the family.   

Think of all the adversity that comes into our lives.  Every one of you here is in one of three situations.  You are 

currently dealing with some kind of adversity.  You are just getting through an adversity right now.  Or one is 

on the way.  How’s that for a pep talk?  ‘Thanks Pastor for cheering us up.  Can’t wait to hear what else you are 

going to say!’  Yet, it‘s true.  That’s life on this side of heaven.  With those adversities come opportunities, 

opportunities to share the faith and hope we have.  We have another beautiful example of that in our text with 

Paul’s imprisonment in Rome.  From his words and example, we are going to focus on this truth.  Adversity 

Creates Opportunity, opportunity to share the Gospel of Jesus with others and to encourage others to do the 

same. 

Paul wrote these words while being a prisoner in Rome waiting for his appeal hearing with Caesar which would 

take a couple of years.  He was a prisoner because he preached the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Was he down in the 

dumps?  Did he lash out at God and say, “Lord, after all that I have done for you and the Gospel, this is what I 

get?  Come on.  How can that be fair?  I don’t deserve this.”  He could have wallowed in his self-pity and 

saying, “Woe is me,” but he didn’t.  Oh, I’m sure he had his moments being the sinful human being that he was.  

Yet, he saw firsthand the truth of God’s promise that he wrote in Romans 8.  We know that in all things God 

works for the good of those who love him. 

Paul also knew the Philippian Christians were worried about him and the Gospel ministry.  Would people 

bother listening to the Gospel if their best known preacher was in jail?  Would it discredit the Gospel?  Was the 

Gospel on the way out? Pauls’ answer was no.  In fact, it was just the opposite as he said in the opening verses 

of our text.  Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really serve to advance 

the Gospel.  As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that 

I am in chains for Christ.  The Palace Guard was a group of elite soldiers primarily trained to protect the 

Emperor.  They also served as guards over the prisoners.  Every day the prisoner was chained to the guard for 4 

to 6 hours and then the guards changed shifts.  Paul realized that he was not only chained to a guard, the guard 

was also chained to him.  That means Paul had a captive audience every day of different soldiers.  He took the 

opportunity to get to know them and more importantly, to share the Gospel with them.  It didn’t take long for 

these soldiers to realize that he was not a criminal; that he was in prison because of his faith in Jesus.  The 

guards talked about Paul to one another, no doubt with their family members and friends.  Paul and his Gospel 

message became front page news, the talk of the town.  God used Paul’s imprisonment to bring people the 

Gospel that they otherwise would have never heard.  Although God closed a prison door behind Paul, he opened 



a new door to the Gospel.  You wonder how many people the Holy Spirit brought to faith and are in heaven 

right now as a result of that.  Adversity creates opportunity. 

My friends, you and I may not be chained to a guard like Paul was.  Yet in a sense we are chained to many 

people.  Think about it.  You are chained to your spouse and your kids.  Now that may sound bad, but aren’t 

they an everyday part of your life whom you have contact with?  When adversity hits your family, what an 

opportunity for you to share the faith and hope you have no matter how difficult the adversity; to express to 

your children that it might be tough but you know Jesus loves you and will see you through; that he will never 

give you more than you can handle.  Adversity creates opportunity.  Aren’t you chained to the people you work 

with, some of whom may not be believers in the Lord Jesus and aren’t afraid to let that be known?  When they 

know adversity has struck you, maybe it’s the death of a loved one, and they express their sympathy, what an 

opportunity to share your faith that you know your loved one is in heaven because he/she believed in Jesus as 

the Savior from sin!  If adversity strikes them, what an opportunity you have to tell them you are praying for 

them; that you find your strength and help in the Lord Jesus.  He is the one who gets you through and he can get 

them through it too.  Show them that you truly care.  Are you at times chained to a hospital bed or a bed or a 

chair for cancer treatments or dialysis? There may be a nurse or a patient who doesn’t believe in Jesus and could 

benefit from your confidence in your Savior. What an opportunity for you to strike up a conversation about how 

you are handling this adversity; that you too struggle with what is happening to you but you know that the Lord 

Jesus loves you and is with you. God has his plan for you and you look forward to that day when Jesus takes 

you to heaven where none of these things will exist!  Aren’t you chained to your relatives and friends, some of 

whom are not following Jesus?  Think of all the times you spend with them and the opportunities you have to 

let your faith shine when adversity strikes you or them.  How about that obnoxious person who knows you go to 

church every Sunday and says to you.  “You think you are better than everyone else because you go to church 

every week, but you are no different from me.  You aren’t perfect.”  What an opportunity to share your faith by 

stating he is right!  You aren’t perfect.  You are a sinner and don’t deserve to go to heaven.  Yet you have the 

comfort of knowing that Jesus lived, died and rose again to pay for your sins.  Because of that, heaven is yours. 

My friends, adversity is all around us and hits everyone.  Adversity creates opportunity, opportunity to share 

your faith, to share the Gospel with people who don’t believe in Jesus as their Savior from sin or who are going 

through a rough time themselves.  Sad to say, many times we lack the courage to take advantage of those 

opportunities.  For that we don’t deserve God’s love, forgiveness or his salvation.  Thank God that we have all 

three of these through the perfect life and death of our Savior Jesus.  Paul took advantage of the opportunities he 

had in prison, trusting that the Holy Spirit would work through his message.  That’s the same trust that you and 

I can have.  All we can do is witness and share our faith.  The rest is up to the Holy Spirit. 

Paul found comfort in knowing that God was using his imprisonment to share the Gospel with these guards and 

was thankful with the results.  He also was thankful for something else that was happening as a result of his 

prison ministry.  Because of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have been encouraged to speak 

the word of God more courageously and fearlessly.  Years before Paul arrived in Rome, a congregation had 

been formed, mainly of Gentile converts.  After Paul arrived, the church grew with a large number of Jews 

being converted to Christianity.  When they saw and heard the positive response of the guards and other people 

to Paul and his Gospel message, they weren’t afraid anymore. God used Paul’s imprisonment to light a fire 

under some of the other believers.  They found the courage to confess publicly their faith in Jesus and to share 

the good news of the Gospel with others.  Adversity creates opportunity! 

Have you ever gone to a friend who is going through a hard time to encourage him and see what you could do 

to help your friend get through it?  Then as you see and hear the faith, strength and hope this person has because 



of Jesus, you marvel and leave thinking.  “I went there to encourage him but he was the one who encouraged 

me.  When I am going through a rough time, I know the Lord can give me the same strength and hope.”  Or 

when a Christian friend tells you about an opportunity she had to share her faith with someone at work, or how 

she stood up for the truth of God’s Word when someone was attacking it, don’t you think, “If she can do that, so 

can I.”  What encouragement our brothers and sisters can give us when it comes to sharing the faith and hope 

we have!  It can become infectious.  God wants it to be like that.  

After Jesus’ death and resurrection, the unbelievers in Jerusalem wanted to put an end to Christianity.  They 

thought persecuting the church would do just that.  What happened though is many believers fled for their lives 

and relocated in other areas.  When they moved, they shared the message of Jesus with others.  The result was 

that the church grew.  Adversity creates opportunity.  Paul found that out as he was held as a prisoner in Rome.  

My friends, the same is true in our lives.  Adversity creates opportunity to share the faith and hope we have 

because of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We have the most important message in the world, the message of 

forgiveness and salvation freely given through faith in Christ Jesus.  God uses adversity to get that saving 

message out.  When you take advantage of the opportunity God gives you, not only does the Holy Spirit have 

the opportunity to work faith in their hearts, your example may also be an encouragement for others to do the 

same.  So my friends, seize those opportunities.  Like Paul, be ready to share the faith and hope you have.  Yes, 

share your faith and let the Holy Spirit do his work.  By the way, the Holy Spirit does amazing work.  The fact 

that we are believers is proof of that.  Amen. 

 


