
October 2, 2016 (20
th

 Sunday after Pentecost)     Luke 17:1-10 

CHRISTIAN, DO YOUR DUTY! 

A firefighter rushes into a burning building and rescues two young children on the second floor;  a teacher stays 

after school every week to help a student who is struggling; a police officer risks his own life to save someone’s 

life; a mother has a fever and the flu but stays up most of the night taking care of her sick child.  What do these 

people have in common?  If you asked any one of these people why they did what they did, they all would 

basically answer the same.  “I was just doing what I’m supposed to do.  I was just doing my duty.”  In other 

words, they were fulfilling the calling in life that God had given them. 

In our text Jesus is talking about the calling we have been given, the calling we have as Christians.  He 

describes for us what it means to be his disciples and what we are supposed to do as his disciples.  He simply 

puts it.  Christian, Do Your Duty!  There are three things he expects us to do.  Restrain from sin.  Rebuke sin.  

Finally, remit sin, in other words, forgive sin. 

Sin happens.  Isn’t that true?  Sins of thought, word and deed happen every day in our lives.  Jesus said in our 

opening verse.  Things that cause people to stumble are bound to come. He is not trying to downplay sin or 

say that it’s okay.  He is not saying that we are helpless, innocent victims because we aren’t.  There is a penalty 

for sin.  Paul bluntly put it.  The wages of sin is death.  What God owes us as payment for our sin is death here 

on earth and forever in hell.   How thankful we are for Jesus’ perfect life and death that paid for all our sins!  

Jesus’ point here though is that we can’t stop temptations to sin from coming, but as children of God, we can, 

with the help of the Holy Spirit, restrain from them.  He also warns us about something else.  But woe to 

anyone through whom they come. It would be better for them to be thrown into the sea with a millstone 

tied around their neck than to cause one of these little ones to stumble. So watch yourselves.  

Sometimes you hear stories about mob bosses who place a person’s feet in cement and throw them into a lake.  

Jesus says it would be better for a person to have a stone weighing thousands of pounds tied around his neck 

and be thrown into the sea than it would for that person to encourage and promote sin.  Jesus is basically saying.  

“Sin is going to happen and I know that.  You still need to restrain from sin.  But, buddy, you better not lead a 

child or someone who is weaker and new to the faith into sin, because if you do, there will be hell to pay and I 

mean, literally.  So watch yourself and restrain from sin.” 

That’s the first duty Jesus points out that we have as Christians.  Here is the second.  If your brother or sister 

sins against you, rebuke them.  As Christians, we are to be watchmen, not only of ourselves but for others.  

We have the duty to rebuke sin and call people to repentance because sin is not harmless.  Sin damns.  We are 

to rebuke not with a holier than thou attitude because we need to repent of our sins also.  Do people like to be 

corrected and rebuked?  Do you?  No!  Yet, out of love, we have a duty to show our love and concern by 

rebuking sin. 

Then, once that is done, Jesus speaks about another duty.  If they repent, forgive them.  Even if they sin 

against you seven times in a day and seven times come back to you saying ‘I repent,’ you must forgive 

them.”  That sounds logical, doesn’t it?  A person repents and tells you he is sorry and you say to him, “I 

forgive you.”  There you have it.  As Christians, our duties are to restrain, rebuke and remit.  When we actually 

perform these duties, don’t we sometimes feel like we went way above the call of duty?  “Look at the strong 

Christian that I am.  God, I know you see everything so you can see how I have restrained from that sin.  I 

rebuked someone who hurt me and I forgave him.   That should count for something, right?”   

Jesus knows that we as well as the disciples have a sinful pride that thinks that way.  That’s why he told this 

story.  Suppose one of you has a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Will he say to the servant 

when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat’?  Won’t he rather say, ‘Prepare 

my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and 

drink’? Will he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? So you also, when you have 

done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done our 

duty.’”   



In the 1800’s a famous preacher by the name of Charles Spurgeon lived in England.  One day he hired someone 

to drive him to his destination.  The man was older so on the way, Charles was talking to him and stated that he 

hoped he would one day see this man in heaven.  The man said, “I should be there.  As far as I know, I have 

never been drunk or murdered anyone.   I try hard not to use foul language.  I even go to church now and then.”  

Spurgeon told him that if he thought this was going to get him into heaven, he was sadly mistaken.  The man 

was shocked and said, “What do you mean?  God owes me.” 

I challenge anyone here to deny that you have never thought that way.  My friends, you call yourself a 

Christian.  You are a disciple of Jesus through faith in him.  When we lovingly serve God and others, don’t we 

sometimes feel we deserve special recognition from God and others?  When it comes to our duties as Christians, 

from other people’s perspective as well as our own sinful pride, we might look pretty good.  From the 

perspective of our holy God who demands perfection from us, how do we look?  Let’s see. 

Jesus tells us to restrain from sin.  How often don’t we rush headfirst into sin knowing it’s wrong?  How about 

the sin of leading someone into sin?  I don’t think any of us would take a young child to watch an R or XXX 

rated movie or provide them with beer or mixed drinks.  Yet, what kind of an example do you set for your child 

when he/she answers the phone and you tell your child to lie and say you are not home because you don’t want 

to talk to that person?  What statement are you making to that child or a recent convert to Christianity if you are 

here in church every week, but during the week you are using vulgar language, gossiping about this person, 

slandering someone’s name, going out and getting drunk, involved with sinful sexual activity, complaining 

about this and that?  If you are not married and living together with someone, a lifestyle that God condemns, 

aren’t you promoting this sin to your younger brothers or sisters, other relatives and friends?  Let’s face it.  How 

many times haven’t we failed to do our duty and serve as a good Christian example to those around us? 

Then there’s the second duty, rebuking sin.  We all are good at pointing out the sin of others.  But what is our 

purpose for doing so?  Is it to lead them to repentance or is it because it makes us feel like we are better than 

them?  When you know about a sin a person committed, do you talk to them about it or do you gossip and 

slander their name?  Or do you keep quiet thinking it’s really none of your business and that it’s not that big of a 

deal?  Rebuking others with the proper motive is easier said than done. 

What about when it comes to our third duty, remitting or forgiving sin?  C.S. Lewis once said.  Ahh!  

Forgiveness is a beautiful concept, isn’t it, that is until we have to practice it.  When someone has hurt us or a 

loved one, it’s not easy to forgive that person.  We hear quite often the phrase forgive and forget.  To be honest, 

you may never be able to forget what someone did to you or a loved one but to not forgive?  Isn’t that holding a 

grudge?  Someone once said that holding a grudge is like drinking poison and expecting the other person to die.  

In other words, not forgiving will eat you up inside.  It will bring bitterness and misery into your life.  It is 

failing to do your duty as a Christian, a disciple of Jesus.   

My friends, each one of us has to confess that we have failed over and over again to do the duties our holy God 

expects of us, his children.  So how can we expect God to love us?  How can we ever think that God owes us?  

How could we expect anything but God’s wrath and punishment as he ties a millstone around our necks and 

plunges us into the depths of hell?  On our own, that’s exactly what we would get from God.  That’s not what 

we get.  Instead of anger and damnation, we get his grace and mercy.  Instead of the fires of hell, we get the 

perfection and glory of heaven.  Why?  It’s not because we faithfully carry out our duties as Christians.  It’s 

because God in his grace sent his Son Jesus who perfectly carried out the duties his Father gave him.  Jesus 

restrained from sin and never led anyone into sin.  He always rebuked sin with the purpose of leading people to 

repentance.  He never held a grudge or failed to forgive.  Remember his words from the cross.  Father, forgive 

them for they do not know what they are doing.  On that cross Jesus took the millstone we deserved to have 

hung around our necks, placed it on his own neck and plunged himself into the fires of hell and took all our sins 

with him.  All this Jesus did for you and for me so that when God looks at us, he doesn’t see a sinner who fails 

again and again to do our duty, but he sees his very own child clothed in Jesus’ holiness.  Jesus lived, died and 

rose again so that we could have forgiveness and life.  He did all this so that we can now live our lives the way 

he commands us to.   



Is that easy?  No.  Will we fail?  Yes, we will.  That’s why we need to say with the disciples.  Lord, increase 

our faith.  The way he does that is through the Gospel in Word and Sacrament.  So my fellow Christians, do 

your duty.  Restrain from sin, rebuke sin and remit sin and not because you have to; not because you are afraid 

of what will happen to you if you don’t; not because by doing so you are somehow earning God’s love and 

salvation.  Do your duty because you know what Jesus has done for you.  Do your duty and joyfully serve the 

one who willingly and joyfully gave up his life for you.  Serve him with everything you have, with everything 

you are and in everything you do.  Christian, do your duty so that on the last day when you stand before God in 

judgment and he gives you the crown of life and says. Well done, my good and faithful servant, you can then 

respond.  Lord, I am unworthy of your love and mercy.  I know I don’t deserve anything from you.  I was just 

doing my duty. Amen. 

 

  


