
Nov. 1, 2015 (Reformation Sunday)                Matthew 7:24-27 

JESUS IS THE SOLID ROCK ON WHICH WE STAND 

 

(Say nothing and look at your watch for 30 seconds.  When 30 seconds passes say the following.)  You 

are now 30 seconds closer to eternity.  How does that thought make you feel?  Think about that for a 

moment.  Is there any concept more awesome or thought provoking than the concept of eternity, the 

endless existence?  Every second, every minute, every hour, every day that goes by brings us that 

much closer to our eternity.  For some, that’s a scary thought that elicits thoughts of uncertainty 

about what will happen to them.  For others, it puts a smile on their faces as they think about their 

eternity in heaven.  

 

The all-important question then is who has the certainty and comfort of heaven and who doesn’t.  

Jesus answers that question for us in our text as he speaks about the importance, the necessity of 

having a solid foundation for our lives and for our faith.  As we celebrate the festival of the 

Reformation and thank God for using Martin Luther to bring back to the people the message that we 

are saved by faith alone, by grace alone and by Scripture alone, we focus our attention on this life-

saving truth.  Jesus is the solid rock on which we stand.  Standing on ourselves and what we do will 

only make us sink for all eternity.  Standing on Jesus Christ and what He has done gives us a 

foundation that will last for all eternity. 

 

As you leave the service this morning, the ushers will be standing by with tickets that have these 

words: “This ticket guarantees your forgiveness,” or “this ticket will take 25 years off your time in 

purgatory or that of your mother or father, other relative or friend.”  We accept cash, checks and 

credit cards. They are on sale for $100 so get out your wallets or checkbooks.  You won’t want to miss 

out on this opportunity that doesn’t come around very often.  How come none of you are starting to 

get your wallets, purses or checkbooks out?  I can tell you this.  If you believed that was true, I bet 

those tickets would sell like hotcakes.  Sad to say, throughout the years, many have believed that.  

The most popular belief though is if you go out and just do your best, give life your best shot, God 

can’t help but love you and take you to heaven.   

 

That’s what Martin Luther believed.  He believed he had to earn God’s love and forgiveness by the 

things he did.  Yet, he also knew that God saw every sinful thing he did, heard every sinful word that 

came out of his mouth, read every sinful thought he had.  He knew his holy God hated sin and 

threatened to punish sin.  You better do better or else.   

 

It’s no wonder Luther was miserable.  It’s no wonder he was terrified at the thought of standing 

before God on Judgment Day.  It’s no wonder he could find no peace of mind and had no hope.  It’s 

no wonder Luther tried to be the best person he could possibly be, even deciding to become a monk 

thinking it would help God like him more.  Did it help?  No!  Why not?  He was looking at himself 

and what he did to give him hope and comfort.  He was looking at himself as his Savior.  When he 

looked at himself, he couldn’t help but see his sins and his inability to keep God’s commands 

perfectly.   His foundation for forgiveness and eternity was built on himself, in other words, on 



sinking sand.  This is what Jesus was speaking about in our text when he said, Everyone who hears 

these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house 

on sand.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, 

and it fell with a great crash.  I’m sure you all have seen pictures of mudslides and buildings and 

homes that have been washed away from all the rain and mud.  Now I’m not an architect or a 

carpenter.  But why would anyone build an expensive house on a foundation that can sink or wash 

away?  I don’t get it.  They may be nice and beautiful when the sun is shining, but when a violent 

storm hits, there’s a chance that house will sink and come crashing down because of a weak 

foundation. 

 

So many people build their hope for forgiveness and eternity on themselves and what they do.  I’m 

sure you know people like that, relatives, friends, co-workers.  They can also be the person you see 

when you look into a mirror.  How many of you haven’t thought at one time or another that because 

you come to church every week, put an envelope in the collection plate, maybe come to Bible study, 

pitch in to help in the church when you can, are a good parent and faithful spouse, a good neighbor 

and friend, there is no way God would send you to hell.  After all, look at how you live your life.  

God has to be pleased.  That thought can so easily creep into our minds.  I’m afraid we often think 

like the man who was asked if he thought he was going to heaven.  He said he wasn’t sure but he 

hoped he would.  When asked, “Why do you think you should go to heaven?  After all, you are a 

sinner.” the man said, “That may be true but I think there are two categories of sinners, the bad ones 

and the good ones.  I’m one of the good ones so I should be okay.” I know what this man meant.  He 

didn’t think he was as bad a sinner as others.  Admit it.  How often haven’t you thought the same 

thing?   But a good sinner?  Do you really think God puts all people into either the good sinner 

category or the bad one?  Could anyone tell me what God would consider to be a good sin?   This 

man along with a lot of other people fail to realize that sin, no matter how big or little in our eyes, 

makes each one of us unworthy and undeserving to go to heaven.  Anyone who bases his chance of 

going to heaven on the premise that he is a “good sinner” has a foundation that will sink him for all 

eternity.  Good works cannot erase any of our sins. 

 

Martin Luther knew that and he was miserable until God opened his eyes to the Gospel message that 

God loved him in spite of the fact that he sinned against him day after day, that  he sent his one and 

only Son into this world to live a perfect life in his place and then shed his blood on the cross to pay 

for every one of his sins.  There was nothing Luther could do to pay for his sins and he didn’t have to.  

Jesus did it all.  Forgiveness and salvation were free gifts through faith in Christ Jesus as Paul wrote 

in Ephesians.  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith, and this not from yourselves-it 

is the gift of God, not by works so that no one can boast.  Luther spent the rest of his life bringing 

this Gospel truth back to the people.  Whoever believes this truth is like the wise builder in our text 

whom Jesus describes in this way.  Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 

practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.  The rain came down, the streams rose, 

and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall because it had its foundation on 

the rock. 

 

What kind of a foundation do you have for your life?  What kind of a foundation are you training 

your children to have?  If you center your relationship with God around you and the good things you 



do; if you center your eternity in heaven around how you live, then your foundation is a weak one 

that will eventually crumble and sink for all eternity.  Without Christ, how can that not happen?   

 

My friends, take your focus off yourself and put it on Jesus.  Jesus is the solid rock on which we 

stand.  He is the only one who can give true hope, true comfort, true peace.  Will that mean you will 

always be happy?  Will that mean you will always be smiling?  I wish I could say yes, but I can’t.  It 

doesn’t work that way.  As followers of Jesus, we know that our lives will be tested.  The rains will 

come and at times, it may seem like they are going to rise up and drown us.  The winds of false 

teaching can blow violently threatening to knock us down, weaken our foundation and make us 

crumble and fall.  Those hurricanes of hardships can come and bring about so much devastation to 

our lives and the lives of so many people.  Yet we know we will survive and not because we are 

strong enough on our own.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  We will survive because of 

Jesus. King David said, God is our refuge and strength, an ever present help in trouble.  Luther 

wrote in his hymn A mighty fortress is our God, a trusty shield and weapon.  We have the 

Almighty God on our side who loves us with an everlasting love.  We are in the hands of our 

powerful and loving God who is our heavenly Father.  Sure life is full of troubles and temptations but 

God is right there to give us strength when we are weak, to forgive us when we fall, to assure us that 

everything will be okay.  He tells us, Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 

name; You are mine.  When death comes knocking at our door, Jesus will be right there to take us by 

the hand and lead us through the valley of the shadow of death to our home in heaven that he has 

prepared for us.   

 

This is the hope and certainty that God gave Luther.  What joy and peace this brought to his life!  

What comfort and strength it gave him!  In spite of the adversity, in spite of his life being in danger, 

in spite of the difficulty of breaking away from the Roman church, God used him to bring about the 

great Reformation that we are celebrating today and to bring back to the people the Gospel truths 

that we are saved by faith in Jesus alone; that we are saved only by the grace of our God, his 

undeserved love as shown in the gift of his Son; that we are saved by Scripture alone which reveals to 

us our Savior from sin and through which the Holy Spirit creates and nourishes saving faith.  My 

friends, there is no doubt about it.   JESUS IS THE SOLID ROCK ON WHICH WE STAND.  There 

can be no other.  Standing on him and what He has done gives us a foundation that will never 

crumble or fall.  It gives us a foundation that will last for all eternity.   Amen. 


