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HOLD ON TO WHAT YOU HAVE 

Revelation 3:11 | Reformation | Oct 30 / Nov 2, 2014 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing in Christ. Amen. 

I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown. 

Jesus

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Your house is on fire. You’ve got minutes – 

maybe even just seconds – to get out. 

What do you grab as you run out the 

door? Certainly, your family members – 

spouse, children. Perhaps if there was 

time you might snag a photo album or 

too. Those memories are irreplaceable. 

Maybe you’d grab a box of important 

documents or your laptop computer that 

has all your files on it. Things like your 

wallet, your phone, cash or jewelry might 

make their way into your hands as you 

fled your burning home. You would take 

that which is most precious to you. You 

would take those things that are difficult 

or impossible to replace. 

As we begin the season of End Time and 

celebrate the Reformation today, Jesus 

urges us to hold on to some precious 

things, things that belong to us because of 

his grace, things that – as Reformation 

history teaches us – can be lost. The 

Savior who promises to come again soon 

says: HOLD ON TO WHAT YOU HAVE. He’s 

talking about things infinitely more crucial 

than wallets or cell phones, blessings 

more important even than the members 

of our family: the saving truth of God’s 

Word and the crown of eternal victory. 

I. Saving Truth 

The church had lost her way. Fifteen 

centuries after Jesus poured out his Spirit 

on the Church on the great day of 

Pentecost, 1500 years after the 

remarkable growth brought by the 

apostles’ faithful preaching and teaching 

of the pure gospel, the pure gospel was 

missing in action. The Church of Rome 

taught that sinful human beings are 

responsible – at least in part – for their 

own salvation, that good works can earn 

God’s favor, that sins must be paid for 

through the sacrifice of the mass, and that 

forgiveness can be purchased in the form 

of a piece of paper called an indulgence. 

No longer was God’s Word the authority 

and only source of teaching. Doctrine was 

determined by popes, cardinals and 

councils. Sinners who needed the warmth 

of good news were left out in the cold. A 

gospel-less church! It was a tragedy. 

But God had not forsaken his people. God 

raised up Martin Luther and others like 

him, brave reformers who rediscovered 

the gospel and courageously taught once 

again that sinful human beings are saved 

by God’s grace alone through faith in 

Jesus Christ alone and that doctrine is 

determined by Scripture alone. Sola 

gratia! Sola fide! Sola Scriptura! This is the 
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Reformation heritage that has been 

passed down to us. 

To say that this truth is precious is the 

understatement of understatements. Just 

imagine what life would be like without 

the truth of grace alone. Imagine waking 

up each morning and thinking: I’ve got to 

do something today to get God’s 

attention. I have to earn his love. We 

can’t. That’s why Paul’s words are so 

comforting: It is by grace you have been 

saved … not by works (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

Grace moved God to send his one and 

only Son. Grace caused Jesus to take our 

place in life and in death. Grace is the 

reason he lived a sin-free life in our place. 

Grace is the reason he suffered our hell on 

the cross. Grace is the reason he shed his 

priceless blood to pay for every sin. Grace 

– undeserved love – is the reason we live 

each day as God’s forgiven children, 

owners of every spiritual blessing, heirs of 

eternal life. 

Faith is precious too. It is by grace you 

have been saved, through faith. All the 

benefits of God’s grace, all the blessings 

of Christ’s work are channeled to us 

through faith. Faith is the hand that 

receives God’s blessings. Faith simply 

defined is trust, trust in Christ as our only 

Savior. And where does this faith come 

from? Not from yourselves, it is the gift 

of God. God not only sent his Son, 

through Word and Sacrament he gives us 

faith in his Son, trust in Christ that makes 

every blessing he won for us our very own 

possessions. 

How do I know these precious teachings 

about grace and faith are true? Sola 

Scriptura. By Scripture alone. God is not a 

man, that he should lie (Numbers 23:19). 

In the Holy Scriptures the God who does 

not lie tells me that I am loved, though I 

don’t deserve it. He tells me that I am 

forgiven, though I haven’t earned it. He 

tells me that I will live forever in heaven, 

though I did nothing to merit such an 

eternity. The God of truth tells me that I 

am saved his grace alone through faith in 

Jesus Christ alone. 

We have been blessed by this truth for 

almost 500 years. But just like in Martin 

Luther’s Day, the truth of the gospel is 

under attack. 

The devil can’t stand the truth. He is “a 

liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44). His 

tactics haven’t changed since Adam and 

Eve. “Did God really say …?” Doubt is his 

main weapon. If he can cut us off from 

God’s Word, then he can cut us off from 

God’s grace. That’s his goal. He wants us 

in hell. He wants us to be just as miserable 

and hopeless as he is. 

The world is another enemy of the truth. 

The world says there is no such thing as 

truth. The reality of objective truth has 

been abandoned in favor of the fantasy 

called relativism. If I believe it then it’s 

true. What may be true for you may not 

be true for me, and so on. In today’s 

gospel Jesus told us to be “as shrewd as 

snakes” (Matthew 10:16).  We need to be 

on our guard, aware of the evil that 

surrounds us in this world. We are sheep 

among wolves.  

But the evil isn’t just around us. It’s in us. 
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We each have a sinful nature that wants 

nothing to do with God or his Word. Like a 

traitor, that sinful flesh betrays us on a 

daily basis and urges us to let go of the 

truth, to put things like worship and Bible 

study way down the priority list behind 

important things like making money and 

having fun. 

Under pressure from this triple attack 

how can we possibly hope to hold on to 

the truth? No doubt you are familiar with 

the phrase “use it or lose it.” That phrase 

is sometimes applied to the brain. You 

need to use it – crossword puzzles, 

Sudoku, books, etc. If all you do is watch 

TV you’re going to lose it. That phrase is 

also applied to your body. You need to use 

it – weight training, cardio. If all you do is 

sit behind a desk all day at a high pressure 

job you’re in danger of losing your health. 

It’s the same with the truth of God’ Word. 

Use it or lose it. Read Romans 10. There 

Paul tells us that “faith comes from 

hearing the message” (Romans 10:17). To 

retain the truth we need to be in regular 

contact with the truth. The old prayer said 

that when it comes to the Holy Scriptures 

we need to “hear them, read, mark, learn 

and inwardly digest them.” Worship. 

Bible study. Bible reading. Family 

devotions. These activities are not 

luxuries. They are necessities. They are 

necessary for sheep living among wolves, 

believers who still have a sinful nature, 

God’s children whom the devil has in the 

crosshairs every day. We need to be in the 

truth so that we can hold on to the truth. 

Use it or lose it. 

 

II. Crown of Victory 

What’s at stake in all of this? Listen again 

to Jesus’ words in our text. “Hold on to 

what you have, so that no one will take 

your crown.” 

What crown is Jesus talking about? None 

of you are wearing tiaras today. None of 

us have sparkling, golden, jewel-encrusted 

crowns sitting on our dressers. At the 

beginning of Revelation we find letters 

written to seven churches. Our text is 

taken from the letter written to the 

church in Philadelphia. A little earlier, in 

the letter to Smyrna, we come across 

these familiar words: “Be faithful even to 

the point of death, and I will give you the 

crown of life.”  

In ancient Greece the winners of athletic 

competitions had a crown of laurel leaves 

placed upon their heads. It was kind of 

like placing a gold medal around the neck 

of an Olympian. That crown of leaves 

symbolized victory. 

In a sense, every believer in Jesus wears a 

crown, a crown of victory won for us and 

placed on our heads by the Lord Jesus. 

Jesus tells us to hold on to the truth 

because nothing less than eternal life is at 

stake. Think about it. If we lose the truth 

we lose faith. If we lose our faith we lose 

the goal of our faith: never-ending victory 

in heaven. 

That’s why the truth is so vital to Christian 

faith and life. That’s why we pastors are 

always encouraging you to hear, read and 

study the life-giving Word, to remember 
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your baptism through which you were 

made God’s own child, to regularly dine at 

the Lord’s Table receiving the faith-

strengthening food of Jesus’ true body 

and blood. We all need to encourage one 

another in this regard. The Spirit inspired 

these words in Hebrews: Let us not give 

up meeting together, as some are in the 

habit of doing, but let us encourage one 

another--and all the more as you see the 

Day approaching (10:25). 

The Day is approaching. In our text Jesus 

promises:  “I am coming soon.” How 

soon? Next week? A hundred years from 

now? We don’t know. But we do know 

this: God doesn’t lie. When Jesus 

promises that he is coming soon he is 

coming soon. 

What a wonderful day that will be! No 

longer will we have to walk with wariness 

as believing sheep among worldly wolves. 

No longer will we have to struggle with 

our own sinful inclinations. No longer will 

we have to worry about the devil’s lies.  

When Jesus comes again in all his glory to 

judge the living and the dead, to destroy 

the world with fire, what will you grab? 

What will you take with you? What is 

most precious to you? There is nothing 

more precious than the truth of God’s 

Word, the truth that we are saved by 

God’s grace alone through faith in Jesus 

Christ alone. Hold on to that truth. Get a 

white-knuckled grip on it. “Be faithful 

even to the point of death, and [Jesus] 

will give you the crown of life.” God grant 

this to us all for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

S.D.G. 


