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BE WISE AND WATCHFUL 

Matthew 25:1-13 | Saints Triumphant | November 13/16, 2014 

Grace and peace to you from him who is and who was and who is to come. Amen. 

“Keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.” 

Jesus

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

“Proper planning and preparation prevent 

poor performance.” That alliterative 

adage was first used by the British 

military. Those 6 P-words do a pretty good 

job of summing up the need to be ready, 

not only for military action but for the 

activities of everyday life. Let me give you 

some examples: 

• Sports – Coaches will tell you that 

preparation is everything. Athletes 

need to go through plays until they 

can run them in their sleep. 

Coaches need to watch video so 

that they know the strengths and 

weaknesses of their next opponent. 

• School – Teachers need to prepare 

their lessons carefully. Students 

need to keep up with daily work 

and study for tests if they want to 

receive good grades. 

• Business – A restaurant owner 

needs be prepared. She has to plan 

for enough cooks and servers to 

handle the Friday night rush. She 

needs to order the right amount of 

food both so that they don’t run 

out and so that none goes to waste. 

Proper planning and preparation prevent 

poor performance. This is true in a 

spiritual sense too. Our Lord is coming 

again soon. He wants us to be ready. He 

wants us to plan and prepare for his 

return. So, through the portion of his 

Word before us today, he encourages us 

to BE WISE AND WATCHFUL. He tells us to 

keep our lamps filled with oil, and to look 

forward to the eternal wedding banquet 

I. Keep Your Lamps Filled with Oil 

Our wedding customs work like this. Boy 

meets girl. Boy and girl fall in love. Boy 

and girl get engaged. They set a date for 

the wedding. They get married and have 

the reception all in the same day. 

Wedding customs in first century Israel 

were very different. First came the 

betrothal. The groom would present a 

solemn contract to his potential bride and 

her father. If his offer was accepted he 

would pay the “bride price” to 

compensate the father for the cost of 

raising his daughter. The groom would 

then go to prepare a home for his bride. 

Later, sometimes weeks later, he would 

come to get her and bring her home to be 

his wife. She and her bridesmaids didn’t 

know when he would arrive. They had to 

be ready and waiting. Once the festal 

procession arrived at the couple’s new 

home there would be a joyous, week-long 

celebration, the wedding feast. 

Jesus masterfully uses this normal event 
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from daily life to illustrate precious, 

eternal truths. In the parable, Jesus is the 

Bridegroom. Ten young virgins, the 

bridesmaids, await his arrival. They are all 

believers – at least at the start. Five of 

them are wise – they took extra lamp oil 

in case of a long wait. Five are foolish – 

they take no extra oil. 

The bridegroom was a long time in 

coming, and they all became drowsy and 

fell asleep. All of them – even the wise 

ones – nodded off. "At midnight the cry 

rang out: 'Here's the bridegroom! Come 

out to meet him!'” Midnight, a reminder 

that Jesus’ coming will be at an hour that 

no one expects. 

The rest of the story is familiar. Five 

bridesmaids were ready; five weren’t. 

There was nothing that the wise ones 

could do to help the foolish ones. There 

simply wasn’t enough oil for both. While 

the foolish bridesmaids were off on a 

tragic and useless errand for more oil, the 

wise went with the bridegroom into the 

banquet. And the door was shut. 

One important detail remains. What do 

the lamps and the oil stand for? Quite 

simply, the lamps stand for the light of 

faith in Jesus and the oil stands for the 

gospel in both Word and sacrament that 

ignites and fuels the flame of faith. The 

wise virgins are those who feed their faith 

with the means of grace so that, with 

faith-filled hearts, they are ready for 

Jesus’ return. The foolish virgins are those 

believers of fail to fuel their faith with the 

gospel, fall away from faith and, therefore, 

are unprepared for Christ’s coming. 

Which are you? Wise or foolish? Ready or 

not? Our first reaction is to answer, “Wise, 

of course.” But often our lives – our 

thoughts, our words, our deeds – can only 

be described as foolish. We’re all guilty of 

letting the oil run low. Sometimes faith 

flame barely flickers in our hearts. 

When we let the oil run low it shows in 

our lives. Often when we face a problem 

or decision our first thought is not What 

does God say about it in his Word? but 

How do I feel about it? Too often we 

quote our favorite movies or pop songs 

with ease. Quoting Scripture? We struggle 

with that. We listen to the media, we talk 

to our peers and we begin to think as the 

world does: abortion is a woman’s right 

and gay marriage is a good idea. We work 

hard to raise our kids to be honest, 

hardworking responsible adults, but too 

often we do precious little bring them up 

in the training and instruction of the Lord. 

These are just symptoms, symptoms of 

dusty Bibles and empty pews, symptoms 

of lives focused on the worldly and hearts 

that love the material, symptoms of 

Christian people who sometimes don’t 

really regard Gods’ Word as holy and 

often fail to gladly hear and learn it. 

It’s amazing, isn’t it? Like the widow of 

Zarephath, we have a miraculous, 

unending supply of oil. We have access to 

the Word of God unparalleled in world 

history. But too often we lack the zeal to 

use this treasure. Our lamps sometimes 

run on empty. The diabolical lullaby of this 

world threatens to sing us to sleep. We 

need to wake up. 
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What does the wide-awake, watchful eye 

of faith see? Jesus. Our perfect substitute. 

Our all-atoning sacrifice. Our living 

Redeemer. 

Jesus lived under God’s law just like we do 

with one important difference. He kept it. 

Perfectly. All the time. Our ears are so 

often closed to God’s Word. Jesus’ ears 

never were. Even at the tender age of 

twelve he was in God’s house, hearing, 

learning. He kept the Sabbath Day holy. 

His attention to God’s Word was perfect. 

And his perfection counts for us. 

Washed in Baptismal grace, cleansed by 

the blood of Jesus, it is our joy to listen to 

Shepherd’s voice, to gladly hear and learn 

his Word, and to pattern our lives after it. 

It is our privilege and pleasure to use the 

oil supplied by a gracious God to keep 

lamp of faith lit. And with trust in the 

Bridegroom burning brightly, we are ready 

to receive him. 

II. Look Forward to the Wedding Banquet 

It’s easy to lose perspective in life. We can 

get so wrapped up in our daily schedules 

– going to work, doing our homework, 

washing the clothes, fixing the car, getting 

the kids to practice – that we forget about 

God’s eternal plan. We can become so 

focused on our problems – paying never-

ending bills, fixing broken relationships, 

dealing with constant pain, handling daily 

disappointment – that we lose sight of the 

eternal joy Jesus won for us. Like a horse 

wearing blinders, sometimes we lose the 

big picture and see only those things right 

in front of our faces. 

We need to take the blinders off. We need 

to the see the big picture. And we can. 

Remember, even though we sometimes 

act like the foolish bridesmaids we are 

really the wise. From infancy [we] have 

known the Holy Scriptures, which [have 

made us] wise for salvation through faith 

in Christ Jesus (2 Timothy 3:15). By God’s 

grace we know who our Savior is. We trust 

in his grace alone. We rely on his saving 

love. And we revel in his forgiveness all 

day long. 

And so we have something to look 

forward to. The virgins who were ready 

went in with him to the wedding 

banquet. We look forward to the perfect 

wedding feast. Isaiah describes it this way: 

On this mountain the LORD Almighty will 

prepare a feast of rich food for all 

peoples, a banquet of aged wine-- the 

best of meats and the finest of wines. On 

this mountain he will destroy the shroud 

that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that 

covers all nations; he will swallow up 

death forever. The Sovereign LORD will 

wipe away the tears from all faces; he 

will remove the disgrace of his people 

from all the earth (25:6-8). 

It will be the perfect wedding reception. 

The caterer won’t run out of food. The DJ 

won’t play lame music. Your uncle Steve 

isn’t going to get drunk and embarrass the 

whole family. And the bride and groom 

will never grow old or get divorced. Jesus 

and his bride, the Church, will live happily 

ever after. You will live happily ever after, 

eternally betrothed to your Savior. It is 

truly a storybook wedding. God’s Word 

tells us the story of Jesus’s saving love for 
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us sinners, love that brought him to 

manger, cross and tomb, for us and for all. 

In Colossians, Paul encourages us: Set 

your minds on things above, not on 

earthly things (3:2). He tells us to take off 

the blinders and focus on the big picture. 

Heaven is ours. Because Jesus lives we will 

live. Jesus is coming again to take us to be 

with him forever, the perfect marriage 

that never ends. We are his true love, his 

beloved bride, his triumphant saints. We 

are going to enjoy his victory forever. 

“Proper planning and preparation prevent 

poor performance.” That’s a good 

reminder for life. It’s an even better 

reminder for eternal life. My friends, be 

wise and watchful. Fill your lamps with 

the faith-strengthening oil that God 

provides, and look forward with 

confidence to the wedding feast he has 

prepared for you. Amen. 

S.D.G. 


