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JESUS IS OUR SHEPHERD KING 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 23-24 | Christ the King | November 20/23, 2014 

“I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he will tend 

them and be their shepherd. I the LORD will be their God, and my servant David will be 

prince among them. I the LORD have spoken.” 

Jesus

Dear friends in Christ, 

We live in an either-or world. Paper or 

plastic. Grilled or crispy. Regular or decaf. 

We make choices like this every day, 

usually without even really thinking about 

it. Most of the time we can’t have both at 

the same time. It’s either one or the 

other. 

Which Jesus would you like – Jesus the 

Good Shepherd or Jesus the King of Kings? 

Thankfully, we don’t have to choose. Jesus 

is both. JESUS IS OUR SHEPHERD-KING. He 

is a shepherd who rules, and a ruler who 

shepherds. 

I. A Shepherd Who Rules 

Before we begin our description of King 

Jesus let’s be clear that our text is indeed 

speaking about him. The verses I read to 

you moments ago seem to be talking 

about King David. He is mentioned by 

name. But when Ezekiel put pen to paper 

David had been dead and buried for over 

400 years. Obviously these verses are 

talking about someone else. They are a 

prophecy of another King, “David’s Son, 

yet David’s Lord.”  

These words point ahead to the Messiah 

who would be David’s descendant. We 

know that Jesus was from “house and line 

of David” (Luke 3:31) and that his reign on 

David’s throne is never-ending (Luke 1:32-

33). David was a shepherd who became a 

king and reigned for a little while. The 

words before us speak of Jesus, the 

Shepherd-King, who reigns eternally. 

When we think of a shepherd we don’t 

generally think of someone in a position 

of authority over others. Yet God gives the 

name shepherd to those who had 

authority over his people – prophets, 

priests, and especially kings.  

God wasn’t happy with how these 

shepherds cared for his sheep. King after 

king failed to faithfully shepherd God’s 

chosen people. They were oppressors 

who used their power to get what they 

wanted. They were idolaters who lead the 

people to bow down at pagan altars. They 

were law-breakers who allowed 

lawlessness to run rampant. There’s an 

old saying: Power corrupts. Absolute 

power corrupts absolutely. Nowhere do 

we see this more clearly than in the 

history of the kings of Israel and Judah. No 

wonder the Lord said, “Woe to the 

shepherds of Israel who only take care of 

themselves” (Ezekiel 34:2). 

Today’s shepherds are often guilty of the 

same thing. Leaders in government abuse 

their power for their own pleasure and 

profit. Pastors and priests lead people 
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astray with false teachings. Parents 

neglect their children, and seem to have 

time only for themselves. Indeed, “Woe 

to the shepherds … who only take care of 

themselves.” 

And woe to us if we even for a moment 

think that we are any better. How often 

we are guilty of looking down on others! 

How often we fail to honestly examine our 

own hearts and to confess the depth of 

our own depravity! Too often we think 

that we’re good enough, certainly better 

than most. Our God says something about 

that. He says he will destroy the sheep 

that think they are “sleek and strong.” 

Look in the mirror of God’s law with me. 

We have all sinned and fallen short of his 

glory. By nature we are scrawny and weak 

sheep. 

That’s a problem. God says, “I will 

shepherd the flock with justice. There is 

no corruption on Jesus’ throne. He does 

not look the other way when lawlessness 

presents itself before him. Jesus is not the 

doe-eyed Shepherd that we often see 

portrayed in paintings. He is the all-

powerful King – all things are under his 

feet and in his control. He is the eternal 

King – all must bow the knee before him. 

He is the holy king – his just decree is this: 

The wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). 

That’s a terrifying picture of King Jesus. 

And it’s an accurate picture. But it’s not 

the complete picture. Jesus is not only a 

Shepherd who rules. He is a Ruler who 

shepherds. He is not only the King of 

Justice. He is also the King of Mercy. He is 

not only the holy King who condemns sin. 

He is also the gentle Shepherd who saves 

sinners. Listen as the words of our text 

complete the portrait of King Jesus. 

II. A Ruler Who Shepherds 

This is what the Sovereign LORD says: “I 

myself will search for my sheep and look 

after them. As a shepherd looks after his 

scattered flock when he is with them, so 

will I look after my sheep. I will rescue 

them from all the places where they 

were scattered on a day of clouds and 

darkness … I myself will tend my sheep 

and have them lie down, declares the 

Sovereign LORD. I will search for the lost 

and bring back the strays. I will bind up 

the injured and strengthen the weak.” 

In this world a ruler who truly cares for his 

people is too often the exception rather 

than the rule. Look back over the history 

of the kingdoms of this world and you see 

rulers motivated by greed, hate, lust, 

power. You will see leaders more 

concerned with extending borders than 

extending a helping hand. You will see 

kings more concerned with their wants 

and desires than the desperate needs of 

their people.  

That’s not the way King Jesus rules. Listen 

to something that Napoleon probably said 

toward the end of his life: Alexander, 

Caesar, Charlemagne and myself founded 

empires. But on what did we rest the 

creations of our genius? Upon force. 

Jesus Christ alone founded his empire on 

love. And at this hour millions would die 

for him.  
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Whether Napoleon said them or not, the 

words are true. Jesus is a different kind of 

King. He doesn’t rule like a hammer-fisted, 

power-hungry tyrant. Rather he rules like 

a gentle, selfless shepherd.  

Today’s shepherds often raise sheep very 

differently than in ancient times. Today 

sheep are often raised in huge flocks on 

modern ranches. In those days sheep 

were raised in small flocks, so that the 

shepherd knew each sheep personally. 

When one became lost the shepherd 

would go and look for that sheep himself. 

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, once said, 

“The Son of Man came to seek and to 

save what was lost” (Luke 19:10).  

Think of how concerned and upset you 

become when your child wanders away 

from you in the crowded mall on Black 

Friday. The same kind of loving concern 

moved Jesus to leave his heavenly throne 

and come to this world to seek and save 

you. Just imagine! The eternal Shepherd-

King knows you by name and cares for you 

personally. He even feeds you. 

On sheep ranches today the sheep are 

allowed to graze, but often their diet is 

supplemented by modern feeds packed 

with vitamins and nutrients. In ancient 

times the shepherd had to lead his sheep 

to good grass and pure water. They were 

careful to avoid poisonous plants and 

putrid ponds. We think of familiar words: 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in 

want (Ps 23:1). Your Shepherd-King leads 

you into the best pasture and feeds you 

with the choicest food. He gives you not 

only bread for your body. He gives you 

bread for your soul, his holy Word. Our 

Shepherd washed us in the clean waters 

of Baptism. He fills us with forgiveness in 

the meal of his true body and blood. We 

sheep are well-fed and well-cared-for. 

We are well-protected too. The modern 

sheep rancher doesn’t have to worry so 

much about protecting his sheep. Often a 

fence keeps out predators and a high-

powered rifle takes care of the rest. In 

Jesus’ day shepherds often faced life-

threatening danger when protecting the 

sheep. No doubt some shepherds ran and 

left the sheep to defend themselves when 

the danger became too great. Not Jesus. 

He faced the danger threatening his sheep 

head-on and did not back down. He 

totally destroyed Satan, that ferocious 

lion, who was attacking the flock. Jesus 

said, “I am the Good Shepherd. The Good 

Shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep” (John 10:11).  

Today’s Gospel vividly portrays this for us. 

Though innocent of any wrongdoing Jesus 

willingly took the responsibility of our sins 

upon himself. He suffered and died in our 

place. For a while he didn’t look much like 

a King. His throne was a cross. His crown 

was made of thorns. But Jesus conquered 

by allowing himself to be killed. For a 

while he looked defeated, but when he 

rose on the third day his victory was clear. 

And now Jesus, the Shepherd-King reigns 

in glory. All things are in his control and he 

rules all things for the benefit of his 

Church. From his throne at the right hand 

of the Father he uses his power to cause 

all things to work for your eternal good. 
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He’s not some aloof monarch sitting in his 

ivory tower too great and too busy to be 

bothered by his subjects. He gives us his 

personal promise: “I will be with you 

always, to the very end of the age” 

(Matthew 28:20). He answers every 

prayer and cares for your every need. And 

on the Last Day he will return to take you 

to heaven where you will share his victory 

and his glory and reign with him forever 

and ever.  

Friends, when things seem out of control 

remember the Shepherd who rules. When 

guilt and regret weigh down on your soul 

remember the King who laid down his life 

and took it up again for you. When your 

life seems to lack direction and purpose 

look to Jesus, your Shepherd-King. His 

word of forgiveness fills your life with 

meaning and hope. His wise commands 

and decrees give your life purpose: to 

thank and to praise, to serve and obey 

him. 

We live in an either-or world. Thank God 

that we don’t have an either-or Savior. 

Jesus is both King and Shepherd. We are 

both his subjects and his sheep. Through 

his powerful eternal rule and his gentle, 

daily care, we are blessed beyond 

imagination. Praise be to our Shepherd-

King! Amen. 

S.D.G. 


