
November 30, 2014 (1st Sunday in Advent)     Genesis 6:5-14, 17-22 

HOW DOES GOD DEAL WITH GLOBAL WARPING? 

Global warming.  We hear about global warming on the news quite often, don’t we?   A National Geographic 

website had this comment about it.  “The face of the earth as we know it-coasts, forests, farms and snow-capped 

mountains-hangs in the balance.”  Many scientists and others are concerned that if we don’t do something about 

the carbon emissions and change our ways, the earth will keep getting warmer and warmer with disastrous 

consequences.  When people hear about this, some jump on the bandwagon while others are skeptic, shrug their 

shoulders and say, “I don’t know if I believe that.” 

Yet, my friends, there is a problem more serious to our future than carbon emissions that may be polluting the 

air.  I will call it a global warping that warps the mind as well as the heart of every human being, this global 

warping being sin, sin that we are born with and sin that shows in our lives.  Global warping is a very real and 

present danger that affects our lives here on earth in a negative way as well as where we are going to spend our 

eternity.  Today we begin the season of Advent, the Advent message being “Jesus is coming.”  Advent prepares 

our hearts to celebrate Jesus’ first coming which also then prepares us to celebrate his second coming.  The 

account of Noah helps us to kick off the season in the right fashion by answering this question.  How does God 

deal with Global Warping?  The account of Noah reveals to us a holy and just God who punishes global 

warping as well as a loving God who saves us from global warping. 

God saw all that he had made and it was very good. Those are the words we read to describe the world that 

God had created.  Sin changed that and hundreds of years later, when God looked at the world, this is how he 

described it.  The Lord saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination 

of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.  Global warping had affected everyone and everything 

and was beyond repair.  God was disgusted and sad to see what his world had become as we read in our text.  

The Lord was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain.  If you spend 

hours upon hours making a legos battleship and when done, your little brother comes and wrecks it, wouldn’t 

you be upset because he ruined what you had made?  Doesn’t God have reason to be upset and say, “Because of 

global warping, you have ruined what I have made?”  Absolutely!  As a result, God decided to get rid of all the 

people who had fallen away from him, meaning everyone except the 8 members of Noah’s family.  A former 

professor of mine, John Jeske, once wrote.  “Friends, it’s good for us to remember that it isn’t just automobiles 

that can be recalled by their maker.”  As a holy and just God, not only does he have the right, he has to.  His 

holiness and justice demands it. 

This is a characteristic of God that people either forget or don’t want to believe.  If you ask people to describe 

God, what will most people say?  He is a loving God.  In other words, a God who won’t hold me accountable 

for my sins; a God who won’t punish me for my sins; a God who would never send nice people to hell.  They 

don’t want to picture God as one who hates sin and punishes global warping.  They don’t like to hear accounts  

about a holy and just God who destroyed all people except Noah and his family with the Flood; who pummeled 

Sodom and Gomorrah with fire and brimstone; who devastated and destroyed the unbelieving Pharaoh and the 

Egyptians with the 10 plagues and the drowning in the Red Sea; who will return on Judgment Day and will send 

all unbelievers to hell for all eternity where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth.  That’s the side of God they 

don’t want to see. 

To be honest, that’s not our favorite side of God to see either.  Do you know why?  We too are guilty of global 

warping.  Our hearts are as warped and depraved as anyone else’s.   Look what global warping can lead to. 



Look how ungodly, immoral, unbelieving and disgusting our world has become even in our so-called Christian 

nation.   Look at how violently people can react when they disagree with something such as what took place in 

Ferguson and other parts of the county when people were angry with the verdict of the grand jury  How can 

God not be disgusted and sad by what he sees?  What God said in our text is true about our world today.  The 

Lord saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of 

his heart was only evil all the time.  Before you climb up on your pedestal, remember this.  Even if you are not 

involved with the actual acts of sexual immorality or violence, murder, divorce, drunkenness or illegal use of 

drugs; even if you are a faithful spouse, parent, worker, church member or neighbor, you still have a sinful heart 

that rears its ugly head every day.  Look how badly you often treat your spouse, family members, brothers and 

sisters in Christ.  Think of the poisonous words of anger and gossip that come from your lips.  Your thoughts?  

Aren’t you glad people can’t read your minds?  How embarrassing and shameful that would be!  Look at how 

selfish you can be toward God and others.  Look at the lack of respect you have toward your holy and just God 

by your lack of time spent in prayer and his Word; by your lackadaisical attitude at times when it comes to 

worship; by your less than generous and first fruit offering you return to the Lord.  Our holy and just God can’t 

help but be disgusted and disappointed by what he often sees in us.  As a result, a holy and just God demands 

punishment for your sins as well as the sins of all people, death on earth and death forever in hell.  That’s the 

penalty for global warping.  

So what does that mean for us?  Does God deal with global warping in any way that gives us hope?  Yes.  We 

find the answer in the loving way God dealt with Noah and his family as well as the other people.  Our text says 

But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.  How did Noah find favor with God?  Was it because he was 

sinless?  After all, we read in our text.  Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time.  

No, Noah was a sinner just like everyone else.  Noah found favor with God only because of the grace of God 

that moved him to call Noah to faith in him.  The word “blameless” could better be translated “complete.”  In 

other words, Noah was the complete package, one who had been brought to faith in Jesus and as our text says, 

one who walked with God.  In other words, Noah didn’t just talk the talk, he walked the walk.  The robe of 

Jesus’ righteousness that Noah wore showed in his life that was obviously different than the lives of the 

unbelieving people around him, even in the way he raised his family.  It also showed when God asked him to do 

something Noah would never have dreamed of doing because he never dreamed of what God was going to do.  

God told him to build an ark that would save him and his family from the flood.  In spite of the ridicule and 

laughter that he must have put up with for 120 years, Noah did everything just as God commanded him. 

God showed that not only was he a just and holy God, he was also a loving God who would save Noah and his 

family from global warping.  God also wanted to save all the rest of the people and that’s why he gave them 120 

years to repent.  During that time, Noah not only built the ark but also preached the message of repentance.  If 

they didn’t turn from their evil ways, God would send a flood that would destroy their lives as well as send 

them to hell for all eternity.  God was the only one who had the solution for global warping but they refused it 

to their eternal destruction. 

What about you and me?  God’s solution to save us who were drowning in our sins had nothing to do with an 

ark made of wood but everything to do with a cross made of wood, the cross on which Jesus was crucified.  

Jesus whose birth we will celebrate in less than a month lived here on earth for over 30 years as true God and 

true man.  Not once was his Father disgusted or disappointed by a single act, word or thought.  Jesus was not 

affected by global warping because he was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  Then 

Jesus willingly sacrificed his life on the wood of the cross to pay for the sins of the entire world.  That was the 

only solution for global warping.  Who benefits from Jesus’ sacrifice?  God tells us that forgiveness and 



salvation are ours only through faith in his Son Jesus, a faith that only the Holy Spirit can work through the 

Gospel in Word and Sacrament.  It’s only by the grace of God that we have found favor in God’s sight which 

took place the moment he brought us to faith.  God wants you and me to be the complete package.  Wearing the 

robe of righteousness that Jesus won for us, we too out of love and thanks to God are not just to talk the talk but 

walk the walk.  As we walk with Jesus in this ungodly world, will we be ridiculed and persecuted?  Yes.  When 

people know hear that we believe all of the Bible is God’s Word; that the 10 Commandments still apply to our 

lives today; that what was sin thousands of years ago is still sin today; that Baptism saves and the bread and 

wine in Holy Communion are the body and blood of Christ; that Jesus is the only way to heaven and we can’t 

get to heaven by what we do; that because of global warping, we all deserve to go to hell; that Jesus is coming 

again and could come at any given moment to take believers to heaven and send unbelievers to hell, there will 

be skeptics.  There will be those who call us fools and make fun of us.  There will be those who don’t believe 

what we are saying.  The devil will tempt us to start doubting and stop following.  This is all a part of global 

warping.  Noah faced the same thing yet remained faithful to God and walked with him.  As a result, God in his 

grace spared his life and the lives of his family when the waters of the flood came.  Even more importantly, God 

spared his life for all eternity.  God in his grace has done the same for us.    

A lot of attention has been on the protests, the rioting and the vandalism that has taken place after the grand 

jury’s decision in Ferguson.  Much is being said about racism and what the problem is and how it can be 

corrected.  I read on Facebook an article by an NFL player by the name of Benjamin Watson who expressed all 

kinds of emotions about what took place.  He concluded by saying this.  ”I’m encouraged because ultimately 

the problem is not a skin problem, it is a sin problem.  Sin is the reason we rebel against authority.  Sin is the 

reason we abuse our authority.  Sin is the reason we are racist, prejudiced and lie to cover for our own.  Sin 

is the reason we riot, loot and burn.  But I’m encouraged because God has provided a solution for sin 

through his Son Jesus and with it, a transformed heart and mind.  One that’s capable of looking past the 

outward and seeing what’s truly important in every human being.  The cure for all human tragedies is not 

education or exposure.  It’s the Gospel.  So finally, I’m encouraged because the Gospel gives mankind 

hope.” 

My friends, he hit the nail on the head.  Global warping is dangerous and deadly.  Unchecked it leads to death 

and damnation.  How does God deal with global warping?  He is a holy and just God who punishes global 

warping as we saw when he sent the flood.  He is also a loving God who saves us from global warping by 

sending his Son Jesus to be our Savior.  It’s the Gospel of Jesus Christ that gives us hope for this life and for the 

next.  Only the Gospel can make and keep us ready to meet Jesus when he returns on Judgment Day to put an 

end to global warping once and for all.  For many it will be a day of terror just like it was for the people back at 

Noah’s time when the Flood came.  But for believers in Jesus, what a glorious day that will be, a day when we 

will celebrate our new life in our new home with our Savior God.  Come, Lord Jesus!  Amen. 


