
 

 

 
 

 

THE SEASON OF END TIME 

The Church Year comes a close in November with the season of End Time. In 

this season, we are reminded that we are living in the “last days” between 

Christ’s first coming at Christmas and his second coming on Judgment Day. The 

world could be ended at any time. For a believer, the end of his life or the 

end of the world is a wonderful thing! It means the beginning of a new and 

better existence in a much more glorious world than this one. 

THE REFORMATION 

On October 31, 1517 Martin Luther nailed 95 Theses—statements for debate—on 

the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, beginning a spiritual and 

historical movement known as the Reformation. The Reformation did not just 

change the face of Europe; it restored the gospel to the church. It gave 

God’s Word to the people. As we celebrate the Reformation, we are not 

honoring the man for whom our church body is named. We are thanking God for 

his grace which he has demonstrated through the generations—preserving the 

church and setting us free. 

 

OUR THEME FOR TODAY: YOU ARE FREE TO BE YOURSELF 

We continue our Welcome Home sermon series. One of the joys of being home is 

you need not put on airs. Out in the world, we do all we can to hide our 

faults and failings. You might be afraid if your boss knew your secrets, he’d 

give you your walking papers. You might be afraid that if neighbors knew your 

personal issues, they might consider moving. But we know that in a healthy 

family, people will love us in spite of our faults. 

As a young man, Martin Luther thought of himself as God’s slave. Thus, he was 

terrified of God. Luther believed God was a terrifying taskmaster, looking 

for every possible reason to punish him. But as Martin Luther studied God’s 

Word, he realized that was not the case at all. God is a loving Father. He 

does not pretend we have no brokenness or sin, but he paid for it all by the 

death and resurrection of Christ. Scripture says that through faith in 

Christ, we are completely forgiven. We are part of God’s own family—a family 

where we are loved in spite of our faults. 

God’s grace not only frees us from the fear of condemnation and punishment, it 

frees us to live a better, more grace-filled life. We want to live as God’s 

children. We want to love and bear with one another—our brothers and sisters—

just as our Father loves and bears with us.
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In the name of our Lord Jesus, welcome!  We pray that 
within our church you will find the quiet assurance of 
God’s presence, the warmth of Christian fellowship, and 
the abiding truth of God’s Word.  Come worship with us 
again! 
 
 

FOR VISITORS___________________________________________  

† Visitor Cards: If this is your first visit to Zion, welcome! Please fill out a blue visitor card. You will find 

them in the pew racks and on the media counter in the lobby. 

† Restrooms: The main restrooms are located just off the lobby. A family restroom is located down the 

hall from the library. 

† Parents: You may use the library, lobby or fellowship hall for nursing or other childcare. Changing 

stations are provided in all restrooms. 

† Sound: Hearing assistance is available for your use. Both the sanctuary and fellowship hall are 

equipped with hearing loops. Please set your hearing aid to the T (telecoil) setting. Portable audio 

receivers are also available from the ushers. 

† Information: The media counter is located in the entryway. Here you will find magazines, brochures, 

devotional booklets, children’s bulletins, and more. 

† Contact:  Our pastors and principal are here to serve you.  Contact information is provided below. 

 
 
SERVING TODAY___________________________________________  
Preaching ....................................................................................................................................................... Pastor Benjamin Zuberbier 
Presiding ........................................................................................................................................................... Pastor Timothy Schwartz 
Organist ............................................................................................................................................................................................. Paul Flath 
Ushers (8:00) ........................................................ Jim Greiling, Matt Greiling, Mike Sommer, Hunter Sommer, John Brey 
 ......................................................................................................................................................................... Bob Marousek, Jordan Crave 
Ushers (10:30) ............................................... Tom Schultz, George Decker, Aaron Larson, James Kopfer, Dayne Kopfer  
 ............................................................................................................................................................................. Brandon Lee, Brian Vierck 
Communion Assistant (8:00) ................................................................................................................................................... Don Lamb 
Communion Assistant (10:30) .......................................................................................................................................Nils Johansson 
Greeters (8:00) .......................................................................................................................................... Harold & Delphine Schaefer 
Greeters (10:30) ........................................................................................................................................... Bernard & Genevieve Setz 
Video .......................................................................................................................................................................................... Phil Manteufel 
 
 
CONTACT US___________________________________________  
Website .............................................................................................................................................................................. zioncolumbus.org 
Office Phone ............................................................................................................................................................................ 920-623-5180 
Office Email .................................................................................................................................................... office@zioncrusaders.com 
Church Address ....................................................................................................................................................... 812 Western Avenue 
School Address .......................................................................................................................................................  822 Western Avenue 
Pastor Ben Zuberbier ................................................................................... 920-517-7940; pastorbenzuberbier@gmail.com 
Pastor Tim Schwartz .....................................................................................................509-480-2967; tschwartz24@gmail.com 
Principal Alex Vandenberg ..................................................................... 507-353-0719; avandenberg@zioncrusaders.com 
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THE SEASON OF END TIME 

The Church Year comes to a close in November with the season of End 
Time. In this season, we are reminded that we are living in the “last days” 
between Christ’s first coming at Christmas and his second  coming  on 
Judgment Day. The world could be ended at any time. For a believer, the 
end of his life or the end of the world is a wonderful thing! It means the 
beginning of a new and better existence in a much more glorious world 
than this one. 

THE REFORMATION 

On October 31, 1517 Martin Luther nailed 95 Theses—statements for 
debate—on the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, beginning a 
spiritual and historical movement known as the Reformation. The 
Reformation did not just change the face of Europe; it restored the 
gospel to the church. It gave God’s Word to the people. As we celebrate 
the Reformation, we are not honoring the man for whom our church 
body is named. We are thanking God for his grace which he has 
demonstrated through the generations—preserving the church and 
setting us free. 

OUR THEME FOR TODAY: YOU ARE FREE TO BE YOURSELF 

We continue our Welcome Home sermon series. One of the joys of being 
home is you need not put on airs. Out in the world, we do all we 
can to hide our faults and failings. You might be afraid if your 
boss knew your secrets; he’d give you your walking papers. You 
might be afraid that if neighbors knew your personal issues, 
they might consider moving. But we know that in a healthy 
family, people will love us in spite of our faults. 

As a young man, Martin Luther thought of himself as God’s 
slave. Thus, he was terrified of God. Luther believed God was a 
terrifying taskmaster, looking for every possible reason to 
punish him. But as Martin Luther studied God’s Word, he 
realized that was not the case at all. God is a loving Father. He 
does not pretend we have no brokenness or sin, but he paid for it 
all by the death and resurrection of Christ. Scripture says that 
through faith     in Christ, we are completely forgiven. We are part 
of God’s own family—a family where we are loved in spite of our 
faults. 

God’s grace not only frees us from the fear of condemnation and 
punishment, it frees us to live a better, more grace-filled life. 
We want to live as God’s children. We want to love and bear 
with one another—our brothers and sisters—just as our 
Father loves and bears with us. 

 



 

 

 

 

  Gathering   
 

INVOCATION & OPENING DIALOGUE 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

 Amen. 

 
After a brief musical introduction, the congregation sings the following. | CW 370 

Please note that with subsequent verses there will be NO musical introduction.  

ALL (sung): All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall; 

 Bring forth the royal diadem And crown him Lord of all. 

 Bring forth the royal diadem And crown him Lord of all. 

 Hail him, ye heirs of David’s line, Whom David Lord did call, 

 The God incarnate, Man divine, And crown him Lord of all. 

 The God incarnate, Man divine, And crown him Lord of all. 

 Blessing and honor and glory and power be unto the One who sits on the throne,  
 And to the Lamb, forever and ever.  

 His blood sets us free to be the people of God.  

ALL (sung): Sinners whose love can ne’er forget The wormwood and the gall, 

  Go, spread your trophies at his feet And crown him Lord of all. 

  Go, spread your trophies at his feet And crown him Lord of all. 

 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION  

 Let us confess our sins to the Lord.  

 Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, confess that I 

have sinned against you in my thoughts, my words, and my actions. I have not 

loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I am 

distressed by the sins that trouble me and am deeply sorry for them.  

 Jesus’ death paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world. He said to his 

people, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.” Because of the promise of our 

Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins. Be assured that you are a dear child of God and 

an heir of eternal life!  

THE FESTIVAL OF THE REFORMATION 
  

 
  

 

This service offers the congregation a form of worship that focuses 

on the proclamation of God’s Word which God himself preserved 

through the Reformation of the Church. 



 

 

ALL (sung): Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe On this terrestrial ball 

  To him all majesty ascribe And crown him Lord of all. 

  To him all majesty ascribe And crown him Lord of all. 

 Fight the good fight of faith!  

 For the Lord, the righteous Judge, has laid up for us a crown of life. 

 For us, and for all who await his appearing.  

ALL (sung):  Oh, that with yonder sacred throng We at his feet may fall! 

  We’ll join the everlasting song And crown him Lord of all. 

  We’ll join the everlasting song And crown him Lord of all. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful 

people. Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all temptations, 

defend them against all their enemies, and bestow on the Church your saving peace; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God now and forever.  

 Amen. 

  The Word   
 

FIRST LESSON                      Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the 

people of Israel and with the people of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant I made 

with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because 

they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD. 33 “This is 

the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,” declares the LORD. “I 

will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they 

will be my people. 34 No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, 

‘Know the LORD,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” 

declares the LORD. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no 

more.”  
 

PSALM OF THE DAY | Sung by the choir on Sunday only         Psalm 46 | arr. Mark Patterson 

 Refrain: God is our refuge and strength, our ever-present help in trouble. 
                  God is our refuge and strength, the Lord Almighty is with us. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth gives way, 
And the waters roar and the mountains fall into the sea. 

Refrain 

God is our refuge and strength, our ever-present help in trouble. 
God is our refuge and strength, the Lord Almighty is with us. 
The Lord Almighty is with us. God is our refuge and strength! 



 

 

SECOND LESSON                     Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so 

that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to 

God. 20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the 

law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin. 
21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which 

the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus 

Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through 

the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of 

atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to 

demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed 

beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, 

so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 
27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? The law that requires 

works? No, because of the law that requires faith. 28 For we maintain that a person is 

justified by faith apart from the works of the law. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY                                                                                                            John 8:31,32 
 Alleluia. If you continue in my Word, then you are truly my disciples, and you will know 

the truth, and the truth will set you free. Alleluia.  

After a musical introduction, the congregation sings… 

 



 

 

GOSPEL                John 8:31-36 
31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are 

really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of 

anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?” 
34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave 

has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets 
you free, you will be free indeed. 

 This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word 
(This hymn will be sung by the Adult Choir on Sunday. On Thursday the congregation will 
sing Hymn 203).       Edited and arranged by Bret Heim ©1999 CPH 

Lord, keep us steadfast in Thy Word, 
Curb those who fain by craft or sword 
Would wrest the kingdom from thy Son, 
And set at naught all he hath done. 

 

Lord, Jesus Christ, thy pow’r make known, 
For thou art Lord of lords a lone; 
Defend, defend thy Christendom that we 
May evermore sing praise to thee. 

O Comforter of priceless worth, 
Send peace and unity on earth; 

Support us in our final strife, 
And lead us out of death to life. 

 
Hymn Appreciation: Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Your Word was written by Dr. Martin Luther in 1541 because of 
a grave and growing threat. Militant Islam was on the move. Seeking to conquer the West and force conversion, 
the armies of Islam conquered much of the Mediterranean world. They conquered right up to Vienna, the gateway 
to Europe. A service of prayer for the safety of Christendom was held in 1541, and Luther wrote this hymn for the 
boys’ choir. It is a prayer that God preserve his people regardless of the evil aims of this world.  

SERMON     Stand on What God Freely Gives | Romans 3:19-28| NIV 

CONFESSION OF FAITH                Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



 

 

THANK OFFERING  
Members of this congregation have joined together in love and faith to do the Lord’s work in this 
community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which 
supports our ministry. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Holy Spirit, we thank you for the men and women you have raised up to serve in your 
Church as pastors, staff ministers, and teachers. Keep them faithful to the unaltered 
gospel of Jesus Christ, which proclaims forgiveness freely given. May these offerings 
continue to support their ministry, that they can dedicate their time and energy to 
full-time service among us. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 Amen. 

  Prayers  
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 Based on Luther’s prayer at the Diet of Worms (1521) as he faced the papal and imperial 

authorities 

 Almighty, eternal God, out of the depths we call to you. The world opens its mouth to 
swallow your church, and our faith in you is too small to confront its lures and 
attractions! 

 We confess the weakness of our sinful flesh. Satan deceives us daily. If we are to 
depend upon any strength from ourselves, all is lost. Help us, we beg, to withstand 
the ungodly way of life that the world has to offer. 

 The work is not ours, O God, but yours. O Sovereign Lord and Creator, we have no way 
to satisfy your righteousness, nothing to contest the Deceiver’s earthly power, nothing 
to mute its false attractions, nothing to uproot the rule of our sinful flesh. 

 We would gladly pass our days in happiness and peace in an age awash with 
iniquity. Hear us, heavenly Father, for the cause is yours. Yes, Creator of all that is, 
your cause is righteous and everlasting. Vindicate your name among the nations! 

 O all-seeing Lord, have mercy on your church. You understand our plight. We thank you 
for sending a messenger of peace to correct the times between life and death. This One 
is your Son, Jesus the Christ, the incarnate Savior, who saves us from calamities that 
plague your church. 

 You have chosen us to do your work. Therefore, O God, accomplish it by your will. 
Stand by your church each day in the name of Jesus, who is our shelter and shield, 
our mighty fortress. Through the strength of the Holy Spirit, such faith works joy 
and peace and willingness to serve a world in need.  

 We are even ready to lay down our life for this cause, as were your servants Martin 
Luther and his fellow Reformers and Confessors, who forcefully stormed the kingdom of 
heaven to restore the gospel of your righteousness to its central place in Christian life. 

 
 



 

 

 For the cause is holy. Though this world is filled with devils and though our 
bodies perish in persecution, your Word and your Spirit still remain. The church 
always needs reform as its message encounters the false and frivolous. But the 
Word of God stands firm forever. 

 In the confidence of this faith, gracious Lord, bless our efforts to spread the gospel of 
the glory and grace of God throughout the world to the joy and edifying of all who hear 
and believe and for your glory and our good. 

 Amen. 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 Silent prayer 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 

THE SACRAMENT 
 
 The Lord be with you. 

 

 Lift up your hearts. 

 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who preserves his Church to the end of time when he will come again as king to 
judge all people and take his own to glory.  Therefore, with all the saints on earth 
and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY | Sanctus 

 

 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 



 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD | Agnus Dei 

 

 
 
 

COMMUNING AT ZION 
COMMUNION:  If you are visiting today we ask you to speak to one of our pastors before 

communing.  We follow the Biblical, ancient custom of close communion (also called 
“member communion”). 

CONFESSION:  Receiving Holy Communion is a statement of faith.  Any person who takes 
communion with a group of believers is publicly saying, “I believe everything this 
church teaches.” 

INSTRUCTION:  In order for people to understand the teachings that they are confessing when 
they take communion, we offer classes on the Christian faith in our church (and all 
of our WELS and ELS churches).  We ask all visitors who have not yet received such 
instruction to first go through the classes before taking part in the Lord’s Supper. 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS By Grace I’m Saved | CW 384 
 Chief of Sinners Though I Be | CW 385 
              O Lord, We Praise You | CW 317 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

SONG OF SIMEON | Nunc Dimittis 

 
 
 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

 
 
O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share 
our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 
sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 
your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
BLESSING   

 Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 
with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give † you peace. 
 Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN            A Mighty Fortress Is Our God | CW 200 

 


