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In the name of our Lord Jesus, welcome!  We 

pray that within our church you will find the 

quiet assurance of God’s presence, the warmth 

of Christian fellowship, and the abiding truth of 

God’s Word.  Come worship with us again! 
 

FOR VISITORS___________________________________________  

 Visitor Cards: If this is your first visit to Zion, please fill out a blue visitor card. You will find them in 

the pew racks and on the media counter in the lobby. 

 Restrooms: The main restrooms are located just off the lobby. A family restroom is located down the 

hall from the library. 

 Parents: You may use the library, lobby or fellowship hall for nursing or other childcare. Changing 

stations are provided in all restrooms. 

 Sound: Hearing assistance is available for your use. Both the sanctuary and fellowship hall are 

equipped with hearing loops. Please set your hearing aid to the T (telecoil) setting. Portable audio 

receivers are also available from the ushers. 

 Information: The media counter is located in the entryway. Here you will find magazines, brochures, 

devotional booklets, children’s bulletins, and more. 
 

FOR THOSE ATTENDING WORSHIP___________________________________________  

 Contact:  Our pastors and principal are here to serve you.  Contact information is provided below. 

 Please remember to silence your cell phone. 

 Please be considerate of people who are meditating in the sanctuary before the service begins. 
 

 

SERVING TODAY___________________________________________  

Preaching .................................................................................................................................... Pastor Robert Wilke 

Presiding ........................................................................................................................... Pastor Timothy Schwartz 

Organist ............................................................................................................................................... Brady Weiland 

Ushers (8:00) ....... Kim Schilling, Ronald Knudson, Tracy Busse, John Zandler, Scott Brenner, Matt Vosberg 

Ushers (10:30) .......................... Dale Schultz, Daniel Schultz, Matt Ganser, Dylan Schultz, Michael Hallberg, 

 .................................................................................................................................... Nathan Hallberg, Henry Tews 

Communion Assistant (8:00) ........................................................................................................ Alex Vandenberg 

Communion Assistant (10:30) ................................................................................................................. Dave Harle 

Greeters (8:00)............................................................................................................................. Gene & Elaine Beier 

Greeters (10:30)..................................................................................................................... Aaron & Rachel Larson 

Video ....................................................................................................................................................... Mark Lindell 

 

 

CONTACT US___________________________________________  

Website ........................................................................................................................................... zioncolumbus.org 

Office Phone ........................................................................................................................................... 920-623-5180 

Office E-mail .................................................................................................................... office@zioncrusaders.com 

Church Address ....................................................................................................................... 812 Western Avenue 

School Address ........................................................................................................................  822 Western Avenue 

Pastor Robert Wilke ....................................................................................... 920-623-4870; revrwilke@gmail.com 

Pastor Tim Schwartz ................................................................................. 509-480-2967; tschwartz24@gmail.com 

Principal Alex Vandenberg ...................................................... 507-353-0719; avandenberg@zioncrusaders.com 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD AND SACRAMENT 

 

 

OPENING HYMN The Advent of Our King | CW 1 

 

 

Minister:  The grace of our Lord (†) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

Congregation:  And also with you. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 

hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed 

to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I 

am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have 

mercy on me, a sinner. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

HOLY BAPTISM (10:30) 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

LORD HAVE MERCY | Kyrie 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and 

joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
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M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 

courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O 

Christ. 

 
 

M:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here 

their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 
 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in 

your tender care: 

 
 

 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 

O LORD, OUR LORD 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Stir up your power, O Lord, and come.  Protect us by your strength and save us from the 

threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 
THE WORD 
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FIRST LESSON Genesis 19:15-17, 23-29| NIV 

ith the coming of dawn, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Hurry! Take your wife and 

your two daughters who are here, or you will be swept away when the city is 

punished.”  
16 When he hesitated, the men grasped his hand and the hands of his wife and of his two 

daughters and led them safely out of the city, for the LORD was merciful to them.  17 As soon as 

they had brought them out, one of them said, “Flee for your lives! Don’t look back, and don’t 

stop anywhere in the plain! Flee to the mountains or you will be swept away!” 
23 By the time Lot reached Zoar, the sun had risen over the land.  24 Then the LORD 

rained down burning sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah—from the LORD out of the heavens.  
25 Thus he overthrew those cities and the entire plain, destroying all those living in the cities—

and also the vegetation in the land. 26 But Lot’s wife looked back, and she became a pillar of 

salt.  
27 Early the next morning Abraham got up and returned to the place where he had stood 

before the LORD.  28 He looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah, toward all the land of the 

plain, and he saw dense smoke rising from the land, like smoke from a furnace.  
29 So when God destroyed the cities of the plain, he remembered Abraham, and he 

brought Lot out of the catastrophe that overthrew the cities where Lot had lived. 

 

 

SECOND LESSON 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 | NIV 

ow can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence 

of our God because of you?  10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see 

you again and supply what is lacking in your faith.  
11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come 

to you.  12 May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone 

else, just as ours does for you.  13 May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless 

and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy 

ones. 

 

 
 

W 

H 
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VERSE OF THE DAY 

 

 
 

 

GOSPEL LESSON Luke 21:25-36 | NIV 

here will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and 

perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea.  26 People will faint from terror, 

apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be 

shaken.  27 At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great 

glory.  28 When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your 

redemption is drawing near.”  
29 He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees.  30 When they sprout 

leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near.  31 Even so, when you see 

these things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near.  
32 “Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things 

have happened.  33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.  
34 “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness and 

the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you suddenly like a trap.  35 For it will come on 

all those who live on the face of the whole earth.  36 Be always on the watch, and pray that you 

may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the 

Son of Man.”  

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

 

T 
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HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring |CW 26 

 

 

SERMON A Pastor’s Prayer|1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 

with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation, he came 

down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 

human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

OFFERING PRAYER 

M: Lord, help us believe your Word, which promises to reward our giving with blessings 

that overflow.  In your mercy forgive us for not trusting you more and for not bringing 

larger offerings.  Fill us with your grace that our giving will always demonstrate the love 

we profess for Christ, who loved us and gave himself up for our sins. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M:  Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to 

send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of 

old, you continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior. 

C:  We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy the 

works of the devil. 

M:  As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our 

pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

C:  Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 

near.” 
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M:  You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength. 

Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In 

these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of 

commercialism. 

C:  Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. 

M:  Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your Son 

coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

C:  Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 

     Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

      Silent prayer. 

  Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 

C:  Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

 

M: The Lord be with you.  

 

M: Lift up your hearts.  

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  
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M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with 

every spiritual blessing.  Through his holy prophets, he promised a King to bring light 

to those living in darkness and in the shadow of death. Now have come the salvation 

and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him 

who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory 

forever and ever. 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY | Sanctus 

 

 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

(†) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my (†) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C: Amen.  
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD | Agnus Dei 

 

 
 

COMMUNING AT ZION 

COMMUNION:  If you are visiting today we ask you to speak to one of our pastors before communing.  We follow 

the Biblical, ancient custom of close communion (also called “member communion”). 

CONFESSION:  Receiving Holy Communion is a statement of faith.  Any person who takes communion with a 

group of believers is publicly saying, “I believe everything this church teaches.” 

INSTRUCTION:  In order for people to understand the teachings that they are confessing when they take 

communion, we offer classes on the Christian faith in our church (and all of our WELS and ELS 

churches).  We ask all visitors who have not yet received such instruction to first go through the classes 

before taking part in the Lord’s Supper. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness | CW 376 

 Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face | CW 315 
      Acknowledgements 

 All copyrighted materials reprinted under OneLicense.net # A-712592 

 The Kyrie, Song of Praise, and the Preface are all Tune: © 1993 Kurt J. Eggert.  Used by permission.  Setting: 

©1993: Kermit G. Moldenhauer. Used by permission. 

 Verse of the Day is Tune and Setting ©1993: Kermit G. Moldenhauer. Used by permission. Sanctus and Agnus Dei 

are Tune and Setting: © 1991 David Schack. Used by permission.  Thank the Lord is Tune and Setting © 1978:  

Lutheran Book of Worship.  Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress.  Written by Richard Hillert. 

 The Advent of Our King Setting: © 1993 Elfred Bloedel. Used by permission. 

 Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face Setting: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission of CPH. 

 Hymn 318 Text: © 1964 World Library Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Setting: © 

1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

 The intro image for the service is from Christian Worship. All other images are from Paramentics.com., done by 

Ian Welch © 2013.  All images are all rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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THANK THE LORD 

 
 

 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you 

here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of 

your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his 

true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a 

new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

 
 

 

CLOSING HYMN Sent Forth by God’s Blessings | CW 318 

 


