
December 25, 2014 (Christmas Day)      Matthew 1:18-25 

JOSEPH’S ROLE IN THE CHRISTMAS STORY 

How many of you enjoy working on jigsaw puzzles?  I do.  Let’s say you have 1000 piece puzzle.  When you 

first start to put the pieces together, the picture looks kind of fuzzy and unclear.  Without the box cover, you 

would have no idea of what it would look like when all the pieces were in place.  As more and more pieces of 

the puzzle come together, the clearer the picture becomes.  When the last piece is put in place, the picture is 

complete. 

God’s plan of salvation first announced in the Garden of Eden was like a jigsaw puzzle.  The promise of a 

Savior who would crush the devil’s head was clear but who that Savior was and when he would come was 

unclear.  As time went on and the more pieces of the puzzle God put in place, the clearer the picture became.  

The Messiah would come from the line of David; be born of a virgin and in the city of Bethlehem; the birth of 

John the Baptist who would be the forerunner of Jesus; Gabriel’s appearance to Mary, telling her she would be 

the mother of Jesus and the baby would be conceived by the Holy Spirit.  The pieces of the puzzle were coming 

together and yet, a very important piece of the puzzle still needed to be put into place, the piece involving 

Joseph’s role, the piece that serves as our text for this morning.  So as we celebrate Christmas let’s focus on 

Joseph’s Role in the Christmas Story.   

Matthew begins in a very simple way regarding Joseph’s role.  This is how the birth of Jesus came about: His 

mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with 

child through the Holy Spirit.  Mary and Joseph were engaged.  Engagement back then was different from 

engagements today.  You were legally bound to your fiancé and engagement gave you some time to strengthen 

your relationship, plan and get ready for the actual wedding day after which you could move in together as 

husband and wife.  After the angel Gabriel had announced to Mary that she would be the mother of Jesus, she 

went to visit her relative Elizabeth who was soon going to give birth to John the Baptist.  She spent about 3 

months there.  When she returned, Mary dropped a bombshell on Joseph.  Try and imagine Mary sitting down 

with Joseph and saying, “I have some good news to tell you and I hope you believe me.  I am going to have a 

baby but it’s not what you think.  This is no ordinary baby.   This baby is the promised Messiah.  An angel 

appeared to me and said the baby was conceived by the Holy Spirit.  That means you and I are going to raise the 

promised Savior.  Isn’t that exciting?” 

How did Joseph react?  How do you think he would have reacted?  Because Joseph her husband was a 

righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  

Joseph didn’t buy her story and can you blame him?  She leaves for 3 months, comes back pregnant and tells 

him this story.  Would you have believed her?  A virgin birth?  Conceived by the Holy Spirit?  The child was 

the promised Messiah?  His mind told him that was impossible.  The inevitable was that Mary had been 

unfaithful to him.  Joseph was devastated but because he was a godly man who still loved Mary dearly, he 

didn’t want to make a public example of her.   He could have hauled her off to court, found her guilty of 

adultery and had her stoned.  He didn’t want that.  He was going to quietly fill out the divorce papers. 

That was his plan but that was not God’s plan.  God intervened and revealed to Joseph an important piece of the 

puzzle.  But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife because what is conceived in he is from the 

Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son and you are to give him the name Jesus because he will save his 

people from their sins.  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet, “The virgin 



will be with child and will give birth to a son and they will call him Immanuel, which means, “God with us.”  

Just as God sent an angel to Mary to give her the news about the birth of Jesus, so God sent an angel to Joseph 

to give him the same news.  Mary was telling the truth.  This baby was conceived by the Holy Spirit and Joseph 

was to give him the name Jesus because he was the one who was coming to save the world from sin.  Matthew 

also mentions something else.  Isaiah had prophesied the virgin birth 700 years ago stating that this child would 

not just be a man, but also God who was now with us in the world.  What was the result of God’s message to 

Joseph?  When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home 

as his wife.  After hearing God’s Word, the Holy Spirit turned unbelief into belief.  Faith and trust replaced his 

doubts and fears.  Faith silenced his mind and now he believed what he thought was impossible.  It showed by 

the fact that he married Mary right away and when Jesus was born, gave him the name Jesus. 

Look at the role Joseph had.  He was asked to believe in something that seemed to be impossible.  Through the 

word presented by the angel, the Holy Spirit worked faith in his heart that removed all his doubts.  When you 

think about it, aren’t we asked to believe the seemingly impossible every Christmas?   A virgin birth?  

Conceived by the Holy Spirit?  This little baby in the manger is true God and true man?  That God says to us, 

“Because of the gift of my son who lived a perfect life and died on the cross, I promise to forgive all your sins?  

I promise that through faith in Jesus when you die, I will take you to heaven?” 

Many people laugh at this.  They say it’s not only impossible, it doesn’t make sense.  They say that those who 

believe this are fools.  Yet, how does God describe faith?  Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain 

of what we do not see.  My wife and I were in the state capital about two weeks ago to look at the Christmas 

tree.  We were on the second floor and we walked by a sign from the Freedom from Religion Foundation.   It 

read as follows.  “At this season of the Winter Solstice, may reason prevail. There are no gods, no devils, no 

angels, no heaven or hell.  There is only our natural world.  Religion is but myth and superstition that hardens 

hearts and enslaves minds.”  I read that and I thought, “How sad!  They are the fools. They have no hope in life 

or in death.  They have no idea what real Christmas joy is all about.  Their lives are meaningless.  Even worse, 

they will one day face a God they did not believe existed and hear him sentence them to an eternity in hell.” 

I also thought of something else.  It’s only by the grace of God that we don’t believe what they believe.  We 

came into this world believing the way they do.  Through the power of God’s Word, the Holy Spirit opened our 

eyes of faith to believe the same things Joseph did.  Joseph had his moments of doubt and so do we.  We go 

through our rough times and can be skeptical about God’s promises.  That’s because we have a sinful nature 

that will struggle.  What’s the solution?  Just as God sent an angel to Joseph with his message that removed his 

doubts, so God has sent us the angel of his Word where he speaks to us and replaces our doubts with faith.  

Faith comes from hearing the message.  It’s only through the work of the Holy Spirit that we are here today 

celebrating the true meaning of Christmas with joy in our hearts.     

As I stated earlier, when you first start putting a jigsaw puzzle together, the picture is unclear.  The more pieces 

that are put into place the clearer the picture becomes.  The same was true with God’s plan of salvation.  The 

more pieces of God’s plan that were put in place, the clearer the picture became.  Joseph found that out in his 

role as Mary’s husband and as a believer in the Lord.  The same is true for us.  God’s Word has made God’s 

plan of salvation very clear, the picture that centers on Jesus, his birth, life, death and resurrection.  That picture 

will become complete when Jesus comes again not as a little baby, but as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.   

What an exciting picture!  What an exciting and joyous day that will be!  To be honest, this entire picture is 

what Christmas is all about.  So my friends, Merry Christmas!  Christ the Savior has been born.  Amen. 

 


