
December 27, 2015 (1st Sunday after Christmas)      Luke 2:41-52 

 

PARTNERS IN THE FAMILY BUSINESS 

 

Did the Gospel reading for today surprise you a little bit?  The reason I ask is because just a couple of days ago, 

the Gospel writer Luke took us to the city of Bethlehem and we peeked into the stable and saw the baby Jesus 

lying in a manger.  Luke took us to the field of the shepherds so we could hear the angels announce the birth of 

the Savior.  People are still wishing others “Merry Christmas!” and here we have the account of Jesus as the age 

of 12.  Talk about fast forward. 

 

Yet, my friends, we need to realize that except for the baby Jesus’ encounters with Simeon and Anna and the 

Magi, the Gospel writers are silent about the his childhood until this one incident in our text when he was 

twelve years old.  After that, then they jump to the time he began his ministry at the age of 30.  The reason for 

this fast forward is to keep our minds focused on why Jesus was born in the first place.  God the Father sent 

Jesus to earth on a business trip, the business of saving the world, the business of the Gospel.  Even at the age of 

12 Jesus knew that.  By the grace of God, we also know that and that’s why God gave us life here on earth.  

God is the one who has made us Partners in the Family Business.  Jesus came to earth to carry out his 

Father’s business.  God has called us to be partners with him in this family business. 

  

Mary and Joseph were Christian parents who loved their God and observed all the OT festivals that God had 

established.  One of them was the Passover.  Every year they made the 60 mile trip to Jerusalem (and remember 

it was all by foot) and spent a week there as was the custom.  Jesus being 12 went with them.  When the week 

was over, they began the trip back to Nazareth.  Making this 3 to 4 day trip go by more safely and enjoyably, 

the people traveled in big groups with family and friends.  The adults would usually be walking together and 

talking while the kids would be running around and goofing off with each other.  At night, families would get 

together for supper and sleeping.  Mary and Joseph set up camp at the end of the day and started looking for 

Jesus but couldn’t find him.  They asked around but nobody had seen him.  He was missing.  How would you 

feel if your child was missing?  Talk about panic.  “Where is he?  Did someone kidnap him?  Is he alive?  He’s 

only twelve and if he’s in the big city of Jerusalem all by himself, he won’t be safe.”  Kind of reminds me of the 

Home Alone movie and what Kevin’s parents were going through. 

 

Mary and Joseph spent a long, sleepless night and in the morning went back to Jerusalem.  Our text says that 

after three days they found him.  By three days it includes the day they spent leaving Jerusalem, the day they 

spent going back to Jerusalem, and the next day when they found Jesus in the temple.   What was he doing?  He 

was talking to and answering questions from the learned teachers who were amazed at how much this young 

boy knew about the Bible. 

 

Imagine how Mary and Joseph must have felt when they first saw Jesus!  With tears they must have run to him 

and hugged him.  Then Mary scolded Jesus and said, “Son, why have you treated us like this?  Your father 

and I have been anxiously searching for you.”  Listen to how Jesus responded.  “Why were you searching 

for me?  Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?”  A more accurate translation of Jesus’ words 

would be “didn’t you know that it is necessary for me to be about my Father’s business?”  Jesus was not 

being rude or disrespectful in any way.  He was just reminding them of why he was here on earth.  They should 

have known that he would have been in the temple because He was here to carry out his Father’s business.  

Jesus knew he wasn’t just Mary’s son.  He was the Son of God whose purpose in life was not just to grow up to 



be a good guy.  He was here to carry out the business of saving the world.  An important part of that business 

was spending time in God’s Word and keeping the 3rd Commandment perfectly in our place.  He was also going 

to be that good and obedient son as we read in our text.  “Then Jesus went down to Nazareth with them and 

was obedient to them.”  In doing so Jesus was also keeping the 4th commandment perfectly in our place.  He 

would carry out his Father’s business by living a perfect life that would end at the cross of Calvary where he 

would suffer and die to pay for the sins of the world.  That’s why he was here. That was his Father’s business. 

 

Do you realize that you and I are partners in this same business, the business of the Gospel ministry which 

involves the saving of souls?  We are partners with the Triune God in the most important business there is.  But 

wait a minute!  How can that be?  How can we who are sinful human beings and deserve to be partners with the 

devil for all eternity be partners with a holy God?  Why would a holy God want anything to do with sinful 

human beings like us or be partners with us in any way?  There’s only one answer, God’s grace.  It was God’s 

undeserved love that chose us to be his partners even before he created the world.  It was God’s undeserved 

love that called us out of the darkness of unbelief into the marvelous light of seeing Jesus as our Savior from 

sin.  He called us into his family using his Gospel, the good news that Jesus lived, died and rose again.  He 

called us to faith so that we can enjoy an eternity in heaven and also take part in the family business during our 

lives here on earth. 

  

You see, my friends, God didn’t give us life just to work, pay our bills, raise a family, have some fun, work 

some more and pay more bills and have more fun and the cycle keeps repeating itself.  God put us here for a 

much more important purpose and that is to be about the family business.  That means finding joy and peace in 

being a part of God’s family and then giving glory to God by doing all we can for the Gospel ministry.  That 

means making investments for the sake of the family business.  We are talking about investments of time, being 

in God’s house every week for worship even if it means rearranging our schedules or missing out on that 

favorite sporting event or some other activity.  It means making God’s Word top priority in our lives, taking 

advantage of the Bible studies that are offered, opening up our Bibles in our homes instead of always reaching 

for the remote or our favorite magazine.  It means making investments on our kids making sure they get the best 

Christian education we can possibly give them.  It means sacrificing time with our families using our God-given 

abilities to sing in the choir or be involved in different committees and boards in the church, or to volunteer 

when things need to get done.  It involves taking the opportunities we have to tell others about their Savior or to 

encourage those who have strayed away from God’s Word.  It means making investments of money, using the 

money that God gives us to show our love and thanks to him with thoughtful, planned out, generous offerings 

for the family business in our own congregation and throughout the world.   

 

Now let me ask you something.  Do you ever take the attitude that you want to be in God’s family but don’t 

want any part of the family business because the investments are just too much to ask from you?  When we are 

guilty of thinking that way, when we fail to use the investments of our time, abilities and money for the family 

business, how thankful we are that Jesus never failed in his Father’s business!  His perfection makes us for our 

imperfection.  How thankful we are that Jesus shed his blood to pay for all our failures!  The only reason it’s 

possible for us to be members in God’s family and partners in the family business is because of the ultimate 

investment and sacrifice Jesus made for us on the cross of Calvary.  It’s Jesus’ sacrifice, it’s Jesus’ investment 

in us that motivates and strengthens us to be about our Father’s business. 

 

My friends, a couple of days ago, we had the privilege and joy of going to Bethlehem to see the baby Jesus 

lying in a manger.  At the age of 12, Jesus knew he was here on a business trip, the business of saving people 



from their sins.  By the grace of God, it was a successful business trip.  By the grace of God, we are partners in 

the family business of saving souls.  We have the tools necessary to make our business prosper, the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ in Word and Sacrament.  That means we have work to do, work that will require investments on 

our part so that the Holy Spirit has opportunities to make the family business a thriving and growing business 

with more and more people being brought to faith in Jesus; more and more people becoming partners in the 

family business.  It’s not easy work.  Yet, my friends, there is no other business more rewarding; no other 

business that offers more benefits; no other business that can fill us with more contentment, peace and joy.  

What a blessing and privilege to be partners in God’s family business!  Amen. 


