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PUT ON YOUR CHRISTMAS CLOTHES 

Colossians 3:12-14 | First Sunday after Christmas | December 28, 2014 

As God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever 

grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all 

these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

Jesus

Dearly loved, chosen and forgiven 

children of God, 

It’s fun to dress up for Christmas, isn’t it? 

We put on our best for Christmas worship. 

At our services this past week I enjoyed 

seeing all the little girls looking pretty in 

their sparkly dresses and the little boys 

looking sharp in shirts and ties. Adults 

dress up too. It’s been fun to see men 

with bright Christmas-y ties and ladies 

wearing festive earrings. Not only do we 

dress for Christmas worship, we dress for 

Christmas fun: Santa hats and reindeer 

antlers and Rudolph noses and ugly 

sweaters. Did you know that Amazon has 

dozens and dozens of ugly Christmas 

sweaters that you can purchase with a 

click? Whether we’re being serious or silly, 

dressing up is an enjoyable part of the 

Christmas season. 

Of course, believers in Jesus wear special 

clothes all year ‘round. We are dressed by 

our Savior in the most beautiful and 

blessed Christmas clothes there are. This 

morning, on the basis of God’s Word 

before us, I encourage you to PUT ON 

YOUR CHRISTMAS CLOTHES, the clothes 

that Jesus provides and the clothes that 

honor him. 

 

I. The Clothes that Jesus Provides 

The first phrase of our text is packed with 

enough gospel for about fifty sermons. I’ll 

try to be brief. But just listen with wonder 

to these words: As God’s chosen people, 

holy and dearly loved. Wow! Those words 

are addressed to you and me. That’s who 

we are in Christ. Amazing!  

Especially when you consider who we are 

by nature, by birth. Chosen? Why would 

anyone pick us? There’s nothing in us that 

God would want. He wants loving, selfless 

obedience. What he finds in our hearts is 

love of self and disobedience of every 

kind. He sees people who are amazingly 

good at pointing out the faults of others 

while ignoring their own. He sees people 

who are experts in rationalizing their sins. 

He sees sinners who are by nature “only 

evil all the time” (Genesis 6:5). Why 

would he choose us? Holy? Not even 

close. Dearly loved? Why in the world 

would God love the likes of us? 

I’ll tell you why, and it is my great pleasure 

to do so. Three little words: God is love (1 

John 4:8). There is no reason in us that we 

should be described as chosen, holy and 

dearly loved. The reason lies in God alone. 

The reason is his saving grace, his 

undeserved compassion, his love for the 
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unlovable – even you and me. That’s the 

kind of God he is.  

This love of God is not just a theory, an 

idea, some abstract bit of theology. No, 

God’s love led him to take action. He 

intervened in our world. He entered 

human history. Two thousand years ago – 

for billions of people who deserve it in no 

way, shape or form – God sent his one 

and only Son in a miraculous way, the 

shape and form of a baby. 

Just sit back for a moment and marvel at 

what really happened on that first 

Christmas. God himself in human flesh, 

the Infinite become an infant held in his 

mother’s arms, the Almighty Creator, who 

put the stars in their places and the 

planets in their courses, needing to be 

nursed and burped and changed, the King 

of kings and Lord of lords, lying in a 

feeding trough, in a barn, in a Podunk 

little Judean town. His mother was an 

average young Jewish girl. His step-father, 

a not-so-well-to-do carpenter. 

If you think those circumstances are 

humble, fast forward about thirty years. 

Being found in appearance as a man, he 

humbled himself and became obedient 

to death-- even death on a cross! 

(Philippians 2:8). The One “who had no 

sin” (1 Corinthians 5:21) carried all our 

sins and sorrows and shame to the most 

shameful place on earth, the cross of 

Calvary. Fists and scourge and nails and 

thorn and spear drew his blood – holy and 

precious blood that ransoms us from 

bondage, purchases us for God and 

cleanses us from every sin. Even now the 

Incarnate Son of God gives us that blood 

along with his body as real, life-giving, sin-

cleansing, faith-strengthening food and 

drink in his Holy Supper. 

Because the Father kept his ancient 

promise to send the Serpent Crusher, 

because of Christ’s saving work as our 

Substitute, because of the Spirit’s 

enlightening through the Means of Grace, 

we are no longer dressed in the rags of 

our own selfishness, sin and sorrow. We 

wear the robes of Jesus’ perfection. We 

are armored with Christ’s righteousness. 

We are covered and hidden in his 

holiness. That’s all God sees. That’s why 

Paul can call us God’s chosen people, holy 

and dearly loved. That’s who we are in 

Christ. 

Put on your Christmas clothes. Gaze at 

that baby in the manger and marvel that 

God sent him for you. Focus your 

attention on the cross and rejoice that the 

blood shed there cleanses you completely.  

Fix your eyes on Jesus and know that you 

are chosen, holy and dearly loved. 

II. The Clothes that Honor Him 

Appropriate dress is important. Those 

who work in steel mills need to wear 

heavy coveralls and other protective gear. 

Clam digger shorts, Hawaiian shirts and 

flip-flops have no place on the factory 

floor. If your surgeon walked into the 

operating room wearing a clown suit – 

polka dots, oversized shoes, big red nose – 

you would wonder if he was really in the 

right frame of mind to start cutting into 

you. 
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Appropriate dress is important for the 

believer too. Through faith in Jesus we are 

holy in God’s eyes, dressed in the robes of 

Jesus’ holiness. Those clothes produce 

other clothes. The good news that we are 

forgiven in Christ leads us to dress 

differently. Instead of continuing to slum 

around in the filthy rags of sin, we strive 

to wear holy clothes. In gratitude for 

God’s grace we dress to honor him. 

Now obviously I’m not talking about shirts 

and ties and dresses. Paul identifies for us 

the wardrobe of God’s grateful children: 

Clothe yourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness and 

patience. Those are beautiful qualities. 

I’ve called them Christmas clothes today 

because it is the good news of the Babe of 

Bethlehem that moves us to put those 

qualities on. 

It’s quite an outfit that God’s saints get to 

wear. Lots of layers. First comes 

compassion. To be compassionate is to be 

sensitive to the suffering and distress of 

others. God’s compassion for us led him 

to action, and he wants us to act too. A 

bag of groceries for someone in need or a 

card to encourage a struggling brother or 

sister. There are so many ways to imitate 

our God’s compassion. 

Next is kindness. Such a simple concept. 

Just be kind to others. In our thoughts, 

not assuming the worst, but as Luther 

explained, taking other’s words and 

actions in the “kindest possible way.” 

With our words. It’s so easy to be sassy 

and sarcastic, but it’s much better to 

speak compliments and caring words. By 

our actions. Simple things like holding the 

door for a stranger, offering to shovel the 

driveway for your elderly neighbor, 

purchasing the Big Macs and milk shakes 

for the people in the car behind you. 

Humility is the next layer our gracious 

God wants us to put on. It’s just natural 

for us to look down on others, to think 

that we’re always right and everyone else 

is always wrong. Paul wrote to the 

Philippians: Do nothing out of selfish 

ambition or vain conceit, but in humility 

consider others better than yourselves 

(2:3). Words to remember, before rolling 

your eyes at or looking down on 

someone. We all need to humble 

ourselves. Remember, that’s what our 

Savior did for us to save us 

Gentleness is a beautiful addition to our 

Christmas wardrobe. Our old Adam loves 

drama. He loves to scream and yell and 

stomp his feet. Our world tells us that if 

someone wrongs us we need to attack. 

How different is Jesus. He said, “I am 

gentle and humble in heart” (Matthew 

11:29). Thank God for that! And thank 

God by imitating that. As Paul wrote: Let 

your gentleness be evident to all 

(Philippians 4:5). 

We’re not done dressing just yet. We 

need to put on patience. That’s a hard 

one for us to wear. Patience feels prickly 

and uncomfortable. We all want what we 

want and we want it right now. And being 

patient with people? That’s harder still. All 

the extra family time at Christmas can try 

our patience a bit, can’t it? What Paul 

writes next is helpful. Bear with each 



4 | P a g e  

 

other and forgive whatever grievances 

you may have against one another. 

Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And 

there’s the key. Back to the manger. Back 

to the cross. Back to the empty tomb. 

Back to the Savior who bears with us so 

patiently and forgives us so completely. 

That’s what enables us dress in patience 

and forgiveness. 

Paul sums up our Christmas wardrobe this 

way: Over all these virtues put on love, 

which binds them all together in perfect 

unity. Sometimes one piece of clothing or 

jewelry just completes an outfit: the 

perfect tie, just the right bracelet. Love 

completes our outfit. Love ties all this 

together. Love for God. Love for our 

neighbor. Love that imitates God’s 

undeserved love for us. Love that is born 

of God’s love for us. 

This year is the twenty-fifth anniversary of 

Christmas Vacation, a holiday movie 

beloved by millions. One of my favorite 

moments in the movie is when Cousin 

Eddie gets all decked out for the Griswold 

Christmas party. White leather belt, white 

loafers and, of course, a painfully tight 

white sweater with a dark-colored dickey 

clearly visible underneath. By the way, 

you can buy that delightful combo on 

Amazon too. That’s one Christmas outfit 

that would be fun to wear. 

What a Christmas outfit God has given us! 

We are dressed in the robes of Jesus’ 

holiness, pure and perfect in God’s eyes. 

And we are privileged to wear the 

wardrobe of a life lived for him. My fellow 

dearly loved, chosen and forgiven children 

of God, with great joy put on your 

Christmas clothes, today and every day. 

Amen. 

S.D.G. 


