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In the name of our Lord Jesus, welcome!  We 

pray that within our church you will find the 

quiet assurance of God’s presence, the warmth of 

Christian fellowship, and the abiding truth of 

God’s Word.  Come worship with us again! 
 

 

FOR VISITORS___________________________________________  

 Visitor Cards: If this is your first visit to Zion, please fill out a blue visitor card. You will find them in the 

pew racks and on the media counter in the lobby. 

 Restrooms: The main restrooms are located just off the lobby. A family restroom is located down the hall 

from the library. 

 Parents: You may use the library, lobby or fellowship hall for nursing or other childcare. Changing 

stations are provided in all restrooms. 

 Sound: Hearing assistance is available for your use. Both the sanctuary and fellowship hall are equipped 

with hearing loops. Please set your hearing aid to the T (telecoil) setting. Portable audio receivers are 

also available from the ushers. 

 Information: The media counter is located in the entryway. Here you will find magazines, brochures, 

devotional booklets, children’s bulletins, and more. 
 

 

FOR THOSE ATTENDING WORSHIP___________________________________________  

 Contact:  Our pastors and principal are here to serve you.  Contact information is provided below. 

 Please remember to silence your cell phone. 

 Please be considerate of people who are meditating in the sanctuary before the service begins. 
 

 

SERVING TODAY___________________________________________  

Preaching .......................................................................................................................... Pastor Timothy Schwartz 

Presiding ........................................................................................................................... Pastor Timothy Schwartz 

Organist ........................................................................................................................................... Rachel Grambsch 

Ushers (8:00) ......................................... Jim Greiling, Matt Greiling, Mike Sommer, John Brey, Bob Marousek 

Ushers (10:30) ........................... Jim Kluetzman, Matt Huber, Carter Huber, Michael Uttech, Rodney Cooley, 

 ............................................................................................................................... Gary Schuhmacher, Gabe Uttech 

Greeters (8:00).............................................................................................................. Harold & Delphine Schaefer 

Greeters (10:30).................................................................................................................................. Nancy Huebner 

Video ...................................................................................................................................................... Randy Koehn 

 

 

CONTACT US___________________________________________  

Website ........................................................................................................................................... zioncolumbus.org 

Office Phone ........................................................................................................................................... 920-623-5180 

Office Email ..................................................................................................................... office@zioncrusaders.com 

Church Address ....................................................................................................................... 812 Western Avenue 

School Address ........................................................................................................................  822 Western Avenue 

Pastor Robert Wilke ....................................................................................... 920-623-4870; revrwilke@gmail.com 

Pastor Tim Schwartz ................................................................................. 509-480-2967; tschwartz24@gmail.com 

Principal Alex Vandenberg ...................................................... 507-353-0719; avandenberg@zioncrusaders.com 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

OPENING HYMN Prepare the Royal Highway | CWS 702 
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Minister:  The grace of our Lord (†) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

 Holy Spirit be with you. 

Congregation:   And also with you. 

 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 

 dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. 

 Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

 sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, 

 my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me 

 from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

ABSOLUTION 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 

 death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear 

 child.  May God give you strength to live according to his will! 

C: Amen. 

 

 
PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

OH, TASTE AND SEE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his 

coming give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness 

of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever 

C: Amen. 

 

 
THE WORD 

 

FIRST LESSON Malachi 3:1-4 | NIV 

 will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you 

are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will 

come,” says the Lord Almighty.  
2 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he 

will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he 

will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the Lord will have men who 

will bring offerings in righteousness, 4 and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be 

acceptable to the Lord, as in days gone by, as in former years.  

 

 

 

I 
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 24 | CW 

 
 

The earth is the LORD’S, and everything in it,* 

the world, and all who live in it; 

for he founded it upon the seas* 

and established it upon the waters. 

Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?* 

Who may stand in his holy place? 

He who has clean hands and a pure heart,* 

he will receive blessing from God his Savior. 

Refrain 

Lift up your heads, O you gates; 

be lifted up, you ancient doors,* 

that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is this King of glory?* 

The LORD strong and mighty, 

the LORD mighty in battle. 

Lift up your heads, O you gates; 

lift them up, you ancient doors,* 

that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is he, this King of glory?* 

The LORD Almighty—he is the King of glory. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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SECOND LESSON I Corinthians 4:1-5 | NIV 

his, then, is how you ought to regard us: as servants of Christ and as those entrusted 

with the mysteries God has revealed. 2 Now it is required that those who have been given 

a trust must prove faithful. 3 I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human 

court; indeed, I do not even judge myself. 4 My conscience is clear, but that does not make me 

innocent. It is the Lord who judges me. 5 Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; 

wait until the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the 

motives of the heart. At that time each will receive their praise from God.  

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

 

 

CHILDREN’S LESSON 

 

GOSPEL LESSON Luke 3:1-6 | NIV 

n the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of 

Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and 

Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene—2 during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the 

word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the country 

around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is 

written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet:  

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,  

‘Prepare the way for the Lord,  

make straight paths for him.  
5 Every valley shall be filled in,  

every mountain and hill made low.  

The crooked roads shall become straight,  

the rough ways smooth.  
6 And all people will see God’s salvation.’ ”   

T 

I 
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HYMN OF THE DAY On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry | CW 16 

 

 

SERMON  Those Who Have Been Given a Trust Must Prove Faithful | I Corinthians 4:1-5 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

M: Lord Jesus, as we look ahead to your second coming this Advent season, our hearts 

rejoice at the thought of your return. Give us hearts that are as sure of this second arrival 

as we are of your first arrival in Bethlehem. Let our joy and faith come through as we 

bring our offerings forward today - confident that you will accept them as gifts of love 

that stem from your love for us. Grant that the ministry for which these offerings are put 

to use be fruitful in preparing more and more for that great day when you will arrive 

with your angels to take us home to heaven. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs.  

 Brief silence 

 Holy God, who prepared the way of your Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, by the ministry of 

John, prepare our hearts by repentant faith for Christ’s glorious return, joyfully 

receiving the forgiveness of sins and serving you in willing obedience. Lord, in your 

mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
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M: Almighty God, we give thanks for the unity of faith that makes your Church one 

mystical Body of Christ and for the partnership in the Gospel we share with fellow 

congregations in the earthly fellowship of our Synod. Keep us steadfast in your Word of 

truth and the Good News of life and salvation. Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 

M: Almighty God, our King, lead each of us faithfully to serve you by fulfilling our daily 

vocations and duties in our homes, at work and school, in your Church and as citizens. 

Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer.  

M: Almighty God and Father, your Son revealed His love in His compassion toward the 

poor and the forgotten, the despised and the lowly. Look with mercy on those who have 

no work and cannot provide for themselves and their families. Let them find gainful 

employment so that they can rejoice over the fruits of their labor. Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer.  

 Requested prayers 

M: Almighty God and Father, fill us with your Spirit that our love may abound more and 

more in knowledge and depth of insight, that discerning what is best we may be pure 

and blameless until the day of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer.  

M: Father, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, through Jesus Christ, your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

HYMN Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates | CW 4 

 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep 

us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow 

on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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THE BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

 gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace.  

 
 

 

CLOSING HYMN Come. O Long-Expected Jesus | CW 6 
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THE ADVENT WREATH 

Many different traditions and meanings have 

developed for the progressive lighting of an Advent 

wreath during the season leading up to Christmas. 

Here are the meanings we have customarily 

assigned to each of the five candles, each one 

reminding us of a biblical truth regarding the birth 

of Jesus: 

PROPHECY The first candle on our Advent wreath 

that we light each year is called the “prophecy candle.” We light it to remind us of all the 

promises which the Lord made to send a Savior to rescue them from the darkness of sin. 

Isaiah 9:2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land 

of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 

BETHLEHEM With the lighting of our second Advent candle, we remember that God 

planned out the details of our salvation long in advance of Jesus’ coming, down to the place 

where he would be born: Micah 5:2 "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small 

among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose 

origins are from of old, from ancient times." 

SHEPHERDS The third candle we light is called the shepherds’ candle. As we light it, we 

recall the joy we share with the first people on earth who heard that the Savior had been 

born and went to see him face to face. “When they had seen him, they spread the word 

concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at 

what the shepherds said to them.” (Luke 2:17–18, NIV)  

ANGELS With our fourth candle, we remember the angel who foretold the birth of Jesus 

“The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.” (Luke 1:35, NIV) 

and the angels who lit up the night sky to announce Jesus’ birth “But the angel said to them, 

“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in 

the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.” (Luke 2:10–11, 

NIV). 

CHRIST The fifth candle, one of white, reminds us of the purity of Jesus, our Savior born to 

take away our sin and give us his righteousness and eternal life. “For God so loved the world 

that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life.” (John 3:16, NIV)  

 


