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Loved ones, 
 As you look at your child this morning, can you remember a time when they handled 
something dangerous? Maybe as he was learning to crawl, he looked a little curious about an 
electric outlet and worked his way toward it pointing a finger wet with drool. Maybe, as she 
was just learning to walk, she balancing close to a ledge. To your child, the experience was 
mysterious – something about which they were curious and fascinated and so to them the 
process of discovering something is fun! But you know better. It’s your job to know better. You 
know the danger of what was unknown to them and so – you raised your voice, ran over and 
grabbed him, scolded her at the same time as you hugged her and thanked God that she was 
okay. 
 Don’t do it this morning. Your children have been handling something dangerous as they 
rehearsed and as they sing and speak of Jesus. Don’t run up here and grab them or shout at 
them to stop… even as they handle something dangerous. 
 What is this mysterious, dangerous thing they are handling this morning? Well, even 
though it’s not mentioned by name – it’s not hard to figure out what it is by the way it’s 
described in this short reading we have for you today. It’s a person – someone with whom God 
himself couldn’t find anything wrong – someone who knows angels, someone who is world 
famous, someone in heaven. It’s Jesus. 
 We don’t normally like to think of Jesus as dangerous, especially at this time of year. Our 
thoughts drift ahead to a scene a kind man and his wife to be had no choice to but to have their 
baby in a cave or a barn. What is so dangerous about a child who can’t even hold up his own 
head? What is so frightening about a someone whose stomach can’t yet handle solid food? 
What is so threatening about a baby who needs someone to change him between his three 
naps a day? Nothing that you could see with your eyes. 
 But by faith we see everything differently. By faith in the promises of God we see that 
this child is not just a mere baby, but God’s all-powerful Son in the flesh. By faith in the 
promises of God we see that this is the One God sent to take on your sin. By faith we see this 
child as the one who earned the title “King of Glory” who died to pay for the world’s sin and 
rose from the dead prove that the price had been paid. 
 What makes Jesus dangerous for us is not that he would threaten us – he loves us and 
has taken away the threat of hell for us. What makes him dangerous is that the world is now 
against us. 
 The very first words in our text indicate not just that we are certain, but that we are so 
certain that we are publicly committed to Jesus. That’s dangerous. It means the world and it’s 
ideas of earning heaven by good works or not needing to concern yourself at all with sin will be 
attacking. It means that those who do not believe in Jesus will not be neutral about your 
children. It means that Satan and their sinful nature will be working on them from the inside to 
take them away from God. Why? Because they see that tiny baby as a danger. He is the one 
who conquered them on our behalf and the last thing they want is for us to believe it.  
 Let them handle this dangerous thing. Love that they do – publicly commit yourself to 
hearing and handling it yourself. Like it or not, we’re engaged in a battle throughout our life… 



and the way to win is to be on the side of the one who is good and promises that his victory is 
yours – even if he doesn’t look like much in his manger.  
 One of my favorite stories is the Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe by CS Lewis. In that 
story a character named Lucy asks about the hero of the story, a Lion named Aslan, whom the 
author intends to remind us of Jesus. “Safe?....Who said anything about safe? ‘Course he isn’t 
safe. But he’s good. He’s the King, I tell you.” 
 May God bless our worship today of our King Jesus, the dangerous king who saved us 
from sin and keeps us safe until he takes us into glory. 
1 Timothy 3:16 (HCSB)  
16 And most certainly, the mystery of godliness is great: He was manifested in the flesh, 
vindicated in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the nations, believed on in the world, 
taken up in glory.  
 


