
February 28, 2016   +   3rd Sunday in Lent 

Luke 13:31-35 

“Press On to Jesus’ Goal!” 

 

Dear friends in Christ, 

 

     Are you a goal setter?  Setting goals is a good thing.  Athletic teams do it – “This year our goal is to 

win every game.”  Businesses do it.  Manufacturing businesses especially set goals; production goals 

and sales goals. Individuals do it.  Sometimes those goals are in the form of a new year’s resolution, like 

“I will lose 15 pounds this year.”  Students may set goals for themselves – all A’s this next semester or 

make the honor roll.  Goals help keep us focused and moving in the right direction.  We want to do some 

of that here at St. Stephen’s – we know our mission given by our Lord.  But how will we carry it out 

over time is a question we want to ask and answer.  So our Church Council and Boards will take a stab 

at forming a 5 year Plan, to give us direction as we do the Lord’s work.  It will involve setting some 

goals. 

 

    Jesus had a goal during his earthly life.  His goal was the rescuing of every sinner from the justly 

deserved punishment for their sins; a rescue for heaven and glory.  To accomplish this ultimate goal 

meant meeting some “sub-goals”.  Jesus had the goal to get to certain places and to do certain things and 

to let certain things be done to him.  In today’s lesson it is clear that Jesus would let nothing prevent him 

from accomplishing his goals.  He declared to the Pharisees who had put an obstacle in his way that he 

would press on to reach his goal. 

 

    His ultimate goal has become our goal – all of us in heaven for eternity.  All of us living now and 

forever as the children of God Jesus has declared us to be.  So … 

 

Press On to Jesus’ Goal! 

1. Despite the threats. 

2. Safe in his promises. 

 

 The Pharisees who came to Jesus told him there was threat to his goals and plans, King Herod.  This 

Herod, one of the sons of the King Herod who controlled Judea at the time of Jesus’ birth and who 

threatened God’s goal and plan after the visit of the Magi, had been given control by the Roman 

government over the region of Galilee and the region to the east of the Jordan River.  Apparently it was 

in one of those regions controlled by Herod that Jesus was carrying out his teaching and healing 

ministry.  They came to him suggesting he should leave that area and go somewhere else because Herod 

wanted to kill him.  There is some question about  

the truthfulness of the Pharisees here.  Did Herod really want to kill Jesus?  Later on, when Jesus was 

hauled by the Jewish leaders before Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor of Judea, Pilate sent Jesus to 

Herod who was in Jerusalem for Passover when he found out that Jesus was from Galilee and 

technically under Herod’s jurisdiction.  The Gospel writers tell us that this delighted Herod because for a 

long time he had wanted to see Jesus (Luke 23:8). Sadly, he didn’t want to see the promised Christ, his 

Savior from sin and hell.  He wanted to see the “greatest show on earth” he had been hearing about in 

his region of Galilee; he wanted to see Jesus do some miracles.  So, did Herod really want Jesus dead?  

On the other side of this is the possibility that from time to time he may have wished that.  Jesus had 

been connected with John the Baptist whom Herod had executed for publicly speaking out about 



Herod’s public sins against God regarding marriage when he divorced his wife to marry his brother’s 

wife after she divorced his brother.  But why would members of the sect of the Pharisees warn Jesus 

about such a danger?  They disliked him.  Perhaps some were sympathetic to him and thought he was 

unfairly targeted.  Or, perhaps they wanted Jesus out of the way and knew of the plots planned by their 

fellow Pharisees in Jerusalem and were indirectly pushing him toward Jerusalem with this 

encouragement to leave this region.  Whatever the reasons, SOMEBODY doesn’t want Jesus around; 

either they just wanted him out of their region of Galilee and “Trans-Jordan” or they wanted him in 

Jerusalem, where his life would be in danger. 

 

 Jesus’ response to the threats was an expression of his determination to accomplish his goal. “I WILL 

PRESS ON!  I WILL REACH MY GOAL!”   Jesus had some goals in mind.  He planned to get to 

Jerusalem.  Jerusalem was a place of contrasts.  There was God’s temple, the place of sacrifice to God.  

Sacrificial animals like lambs and goats and bulls and doves were put to death there.  These pointed to 

the greater Sacrifice for sin to come.  It was also the place of death for so many of the prophets of God.  

We heard in our lesson from Jeremiah how he was threatened with death in Jerusalem for speaking 

God’s word of judgment on the inhabitants of Jerusalem.  It was a place where there was much 

opposition to the proclaiming of God’s word.  And yet, Jerusalem was also a place of life and grace!  

Through those sacrifices God promised forgiveness of sins and peace with him through the Sacrifice yet 

to made, the sacrifice of the “Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world”.  It was a glorious 

city, with the temple and the king’s palace.  This is where God’s promises to his people would find 

fulfillment and the city itself was the picture and promise of the heavenly “city” where all God’s people 

wear forever the “crown of life”.  This whole goal of Jesus brings to mind our mid-week Lent 

meditations that carry the theme, “To the Cross and the Crown”.  At Jerusalem Jesus would reach the 

goal of suffering on the cross for sinners and the goal of obtaining the crown of glory for himself and all 

who trust his sacrifice. 

 

 To this goal Jesus would press on despite the threats of the Pharisees and King Herod, whom Jesus 

referred to as a “fox”, someone who is sly and cunning.  Thankfully he did!  We have the same goal, to 

be children of God, living now and forever in perfect obedience to God’s will for us as expressed in his 

commandments.  We’ve failed to reach that goal.  Why?  Is not one of the reasons we fail in meeting 

that goal the threats?!  In this country in which we live we face threats as we strive for that goal of living 

as God’s children.  The threats may not be to our physical lives … yet.  But the threats of being ridiculed 

and shamed for our godly living and speaking are real.  The threats to restrict your speech are real.  So, 

because of those threats we have so often just zipped our lips and not said what God’s Word says about 

ideas and activities in our culture or in the lives of people close to us.  Too often we have quietly gone 

along with the crowd that speaks or acts contrary to God’s will for human lives he created.  We have not 

pressed on to Jesus’ goal.  Find peace and joy in the fact that Jesus did press on, despite the threats 

against him.  He pressed on to Jerusalem, to the trials, to the suffering and to the cross; to take on 

himself what should be laid on us for eternity by our holy God.  His goal for himself and for you and me 

is accomplished! 

 

 So, let us press on to his goal for us, despite the threats that may come our way!  This is the 

encouragement we heard in our second lesson today (Philippians 3:17 – 4:1).  “But our citizenship is in 

heaven, and we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ … Therefore, my brothers and 

sisters, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, STAND FIRM IN THE LORD IN THIS WAY, 

dear friends.”  In recent weeks we heard the same encouragement in the lesson from Hebrews.  “Since 



we have a great High Priest, who has ascended to heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us HOLD FIRMLY 

TO THE HOPE WE PROFESS” (Hebrews 4:14).  

Cherish the forgiveness you have in Jesus!  Repent!  Press on to Jesus’ goal, that you live now and in 

eternity as God’s dearly loved children, guided by his commands for your life now….. DESPITE THE 

THREATS and SAFE IN HIS PROMISES. 

 

 As Jesus responded to the threats of the Pharisees he did so with somewhat of a promise.  His 

expression of determination to reach his goal was a promise.  “Go tell that fox, ‘I will keep on driving 

out demons and healing people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal’.”  Jesus 

promised those Pharisees and Herod that he would continue doing what he’d been doing and that he’d 

reach his goal. 

 

 To them Jesus’ promises may have seemed like threats or statements of defiance.  To us they are 

wonderful promises.  Jesus was here to drive out demons, along with the big one, Satan.  Jesus was here 

to heal people.  He did those things; he kept those promises.  He has driven the big demon out of your 

life.  With his perfect life, never yielding to Satan’s temptations to sin, Jesus has driven him out.  Jesus’ 

resurrection is proof of it.  The “old evil foe” has no power over you.  You can say ‘no’ to his 

temptations!  You can say ‘yes’ to God’s commands! 

He has healed you, of your disease of sin that should send us to the leper colony of hell for eternity and 

has also disabled you for living as God’s child. 

 

 And then, as Jesus lamented over the city of Jerusalem and its people down through the ages, he 

talked about his goal for them and for all people.  He said, “How I have longed to gather your children 

together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wing, but you were not willing.”  Jesus’ goal, which he 

promised to reach, was and is to gather sinners safely to himself for life through and with him now and 

forever.  That promise he has kept to you and me as well.  He HAS gathered you to himself for eternal 

safe-keeping, as the mother hen gathers her chicks to keep them safe.  You are safe from God’s 

condemnation and punishment.  You are safe from Satan’s attacks, able to defend yourself with Jesus’ 

victory and guidance.  You are healthy and clean in Jesus and welcome in the Father’s house. 

 

 These promises are your strength in your daily struggles against sin and temptations to yield to our 

culture’s godless behaviors.  These promises are reminders of your goal – Jesus’ goal:  heaven and 

glory.  These promises of Jesus make you willing to endure the “crosses” and stand up to the threats to 

you as a Christian and to PRESS ON living as God’s child, now and forever.  Amen.  


