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I hope to go sledding this weekend. I hope for a snow day from school soon. I hope to take my 

family out to eat. I hope the Brewers will have a better season this year than last. We hear, or 

maybe we are the ones making statements like these. In all of these examples one word changes 

the meaning of the entire sentence. Did you catch it? The word “hope” gives us a chance to back 

off those statements. Instead of being a statement of certainty; the word hope turns it all into a 

wish. I want to go sledding, yet we do not have any control over the weather. I hope my family 

can go out to eat, but finances might not allow it this month. As for the Brewers, well I guess 

only time will tell on that one.  

 

We add that one word, hope, so many times, which raises doubt. Do we sometimes want to add 

that word when it comes to thinking about all the promises Jesus makes? Do we sometimes 

wonder if God will, or can, keep his promises? With our Lord and Savior we can take the word 

hope completely out of the picture.  

 

“Jesus Keeps His Word” 

 

Peter and John had changed. After Jesus’ death on the cross these two, along with all the 

disciples, locked themselves in a room. They feared for their lives. If the Jews killed Jesus, what 

would they do with them? Surely, they were next on the Jewish leaders’ list of people to get rid 

of. Even after Jesus rose from the dead and appeared to them, they still hesitated to fully wrap 

their minds around everything. All the dots remained a jumbled mess as to why Jesus had to 

suffer and die.   

 

Then Jesus’ ascension came. The disciples were still not bold in their witness of Jesus. They 

thought Jesus would once again restore the glory of the kingdom of Israel, however, they 

watched as Jesus went up to heaven until they could not see him anymore. Once again the 

disciples gathered together in a room. This time the Holy Spirit came up them with great power 

and strength. All of a sudden all the dots were connected. The disciples understood why Jesus 

had to suffer and die.  

 

Along with understanding came courage. Peter, John, and all the apostles boldly proclaimed the 

Word of God to everyone. Their preaching also got them in trouble. One day Peter and John 

healed a man crippled from birth who was begging by the temple. After they healed the man, 

they preached the gospel message to the people coming in and out of the temple. The Jewish 

leaders, who tried to squash this message by crucifying Jesus, needed to take action against Peter 

and John. They arrested these two men. Peter and John spent the night in prison. When morning 

came they were released with the orders not to go around and preach about Jesus.   

 

The two apostles found themselves in a tough spot. They could obey the Sanhedrin. This would 

keep them safe and out of prison. Or they could obey God, who told them to go out and make 



disciples of all nations. It really was not that close of a decision to make. Peter and John knew 

that they needed to continue to preach and teach the people about Jesus, their Savior from sin.  

 

What caused these two men to change their attitudes? They did not go to a house and lock the 

doors behind them out of fear of what might happen. They went to their fellow believers to 

report what had happened. After they reported all these things they prayed. The prayer was not 

for release from their enemies, but their prayer thanked God for fulfilling all his promises.  

 

The prayer quoted Psalm 2, “Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The 

kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together against the Lord and against his 

anointed one” (Acts 4:25-26). How silly to think that sinful, weakened mankind can even begin 

to challenge God. What would possess a group of people to think that they can overthrow the 

promises of God? Who would even think of trying such a thing?  

 

The Jews thought this. “Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and 

the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you 

anointed” (Acts 4:27). The Jewish leaders wanted for a long time to do away with Jesus. They 

wanted nothing to do with his message. They failed to recognize Jesus as the Messiah, whom the 

Lord the promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Jesus called them what they were, hypocrites. 

The leaders cared only that Jesus was “stealing” followers from them. Their own power and 

greed blinded them to the truth.  

 

The Pharisees and Sadducees conspired against Jesus. They looked for a way to kill him. Judas 

Iscariot, one of Jesus’ disciples, provided the perfect opportunity. He came and said he would 

hand Jesus over, for the right price. The Jewish leaders had Jesus right where they wanted him. 

The Jews dragged Jesus before Herod and Pontius Pilate. At first Pilate saw through their ploy. 

He knew it to be a religious matter. However, the Jews thought they could overthrow God. They 

pleaded, they lied, they chanted, “Crucify!” Weak Pilate succumbed to public opinion. He 

handed Jesus over to be crucified.  

 

Humanly speaking it appeared Jesus’ enemies won. It looked like the kings and other leaders 

plotted the perfect coup. They crucified Jesus, which in their minds got rid of him and his 

teachings. Who would want to follow a Savior that was publicly shamed and killed? Was Jesus 

really the one he said he was? How could he keep his promises when human leaders got rid of 

him?  

 

“They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen” (Acts 4:28). 

Those human leaders were simply puppets in our Almighty God’s plan from all eternity. They 

did not come with some secret way to beat God. They did not hammer out the details that would 

allow them to overthrow God’s anointed one. God ordained all these things to happen. All these 

things happened because this was God’s plan to bring salvation for the world.  

 

The disciples did not put their trust in a charismatic personality that left them without hope. They 

did not follow a man that made promises which never came true. The disciples recognized Jesus 

as the anointed Son of God. This gave Peter and John the confidence to return with a prayer of 

praise and thanksgiving to God for all the things they had been through. They saw how Jesus 



fulfilled all the promises on how he would crush the head of the ancient serpent, the devil. This 

indeed was the Lord revealed to them by how he fulfilled all his promises.  

 

With God’s promises on our side the word “hope” does not have to be in our vocabulary. 

Sometimes we live like that is the only word we know, don’t we? We live wondering if God 

really will be able to keep his word. We worry about our family’s finances. We dread sitting 

down to do the bill. We see all the money going out leaving only a little bit for us. Our credit 

score is less than stellar putting that house or car in doubt for us. We hope that God can provide 

for us.  

 

Our health deteriorates. Doctors run test after test to figure out what is wrong. The first and 

second round of medicine did not seem to work. I hope that God will be able to get me through 

this. Rough times abound in our life. Relationships fall apart all around us. A family member 

experienced a stroke. A friend, whom I trusted with secrets, betrayed me by spreading all those 

secrets. Will God still be able to be with me through all of this?  

 

It even hits close to home. We hear ourselves saying, “I hope I will go to heaven when I die.” 

The devil wins by planting that little seed of doubt in our minds. We wonder if we really are 

forgiven. We hope that God died for all our sins. We hope that our faith is strong enough to 

survive God’s judgment. This hope leaves us wondering. It turns us to our own power to get 

through all the things in life.  

 

When these thoughts come, we need to turn our thoughts to God’s trustworthy promises. There is 

nothing wrong with saying, “I hope to go to heaven.” However, is it the best we can say? A 

better thing to say is, “I know that I am going to heaven.”  We do not have to sit there and 

wonder if it is true. Jesus made it true. He fulfilled all the promises. He suffered and died in our 

place. Jesus came as the anointed Son of God. God revealed his Son to us through the Magi, his 

baptism at the Jordan River, and how he fulfills all promises. We do not need to wonder, we can 

be sure that we are going to heaven because of what Jesus has done for us.  

 

What about all the other things that come up in life? We do not need to hold onto an uncertain 

hope. We can hold onto Jesus sure and certain promises. God does not care about our credit 

score. He promises that he will provide for our needs. He will get us through. Our health will 

have its ups and downs. Medicines will work and fail. Jesus never will fail us. Through all the 

tough times in our life God’s strength will get us through.  

 

Our words might fail. As sinful human beings we cannot always keep the words and promises 

we make. When God promises, we do not need to doubt. H cannot say one thing at this moment 

and all of a sudden change his mind later. Jesus’ words are sure and certain. This gives us 

confidence in our life as we go out to boldly proclaim him as the anointed Son of God. Jesus 

Keeps His Word! Amen.  


