
1
st
 Sunday after Epiphany (Baptism of our Lord) 

1 Samuel 16:1-13 

 

In the name of Jesus, the Messiah, the Christ, the Anointed One, dear friends, 

 

 Have you ever been anointed?  If you’ve ever been “tapped” for a special task, in a sense 

and to a degree you’ve been anointed.  Perhaps you were designated for a special task at school 

by your teacher; or at work by your supervisor.  I remember in 6
th

 grade being designated for a 

special task.  I got to be our A/V (audio-visual) person; the person who, in the days before 

computers and TVs and ceiling mounted projectors in classrooms, went to the A/V closet in the 

hallway and brought to the classroom the movie or film strip projector, loaded the film and ran 

the projector for the teacher.  It was a neat, special job.  With any of these special tasks, in being 

designated or set aside for them, in a sense you were anointed.  In a biblical sense, all that was 

missing was the pouring of some slimy, perfumy oil over your head.  

 

 In our Old Testament reading from 1 Samuel, Samuel anointed David the son of Jesse to 

be the next king of Israel, by pouring oil over his head in front of his family and others.  It’s 

possible Samuel didn’t say David would be the next king, but just that in anointing David he was 

being designated for some important task for the Lord in the future.  This anointing of David 

lesson is one of the lessons for this first Sunday after Epiphany because this Sunday centers on 

the baptism of Jesus, an event in his life through which he was publicly designated for the special 

task of being Savior of the world.  He was publicly declared to be God’s “Christ” or “Messiah”, 

both words meaning “anointed one” in their languages, Christ in Greek and Messiah in Hebrew.  

Publicly through this anointing Jesus was declared to be the Savior promised to Adam and Eve 

when God told Satan after he had deceived them that he would send a descendant of the woman 

to crush Satan’s head, to destroy what he had done and restore peace between God and mankind. 

 

 This day also allows us the opportunity to reflect on the Bible truth that in our baptisms 

we were also anointed, designated for the special task of living and working as children of the 

heavenly Father through Jesus his Son.  With the baptism of Jesus and the anointing of David in 

our minds, let’s reflect on this truth … 

YOU’VE BEEN ANOINTED! 

1. With power by the Spirit, 

2. For power over your spirit. 

 

    Jesus, now about 30 years old, had come to his relative John, God’s prophet to prepare 

the way for and to point out Jesus to the people of Israel.  He had come to be baptized.  But Jesus 

didn’t need the baptism John was offering, a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  

Jesus had no sin that needed washing away.  And John, as it’s recorded in Matthew’s Gospel (ch 

3), recognized this and told Jesus that Jesus should be baptizing him.  But Jesus told John that it 

must be so “to fulfill all righteousness”.  Jesus came into our world to be our substitute in living 

a sinless life before God and to endure the punishment for our sins.  As this substitute it was 

necessary to “go through” everything sinners must go through to be right with God.  We need 

that baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of our sins, so Jesus “needed” it, too.  And so John 

applied the water and the word of God to Jesus, an anointing.   

 



 But then came another anointing, this one involving no water and no word spoken by a 

human being.  As Jesus was praying after his baptism, the Holy Spirit – the “third” person of the 

Triune God – took the physical form of a dove and landed on Jesus, and God the Father – the 

“first” person of the triune God cause a voice to boom with this message to and about the 

“second” person of the triune God, the Son now in human form, “You are my Son whom I love.  

With you I am well pleased.”  This anointing, though also probably not necessary for Jesus, the 

all-powerful Son of God, was undoubtedly beneficial for encouragement as he entered the next 

“phase” of his saving work, publicly living and teaching, and dying, as the anointed Savior for 

sinners. 

 

 While Jesus didn’t need these anointings for his own good, we need one, as did David 

and every other sinner.  We are like David and also like Saul, the king of Israel whom David 

would eventually replace; sinners under God’s condemnation and from whom he should take his 

Spirit.  Later in Samuel’s books David’s sinful failings are vividly presented.  And in the 

chapters before our reading (1 Samuel 14 & 15) King Saul’s sinful failures are shown, failures of 

faith and obedience to God, for which David was now being anointed to be the next king. 

 

 Saul’s faithless disobedience was in connection with God’s command for him to take his 

Israelite army and totally destroy the nation of the Amalekites, who had been a thorn in Israel’s 

side for 350 years, dating back to their refusal of Moses’ request for the Israelites to pass through 

their land as they journeyed from Egypt to the promised land of Canaan.  Saul and his army 

destroyed them, but not totally.  Saul spared King Agag and paraded his captive around for his 

own glory, and kept the best of the sheep and cattle.  When the prophet Samuel questioned Saul 

about this he made excuses about keeping the best animals for sacrifice to the Lord, Samuel’s 

God.  It all looked and sounded good outwardly.  But inwardly and in reality Saul had not 

wanted to nor did he do what the Lord commanded him to do.  If this was the way Saul was 

going to rule God’s people, then the Lord would reject him as king of his people and prepare 

someone to eventually take his place.  Saul’s spirit was not led by God’s Spirit.   

 

 Is not the spirit of Saul also your spirit and mine?  We can talk to someone face to face 

and be “nicey-nice”, but when we are behind their back we can be vicious with our words.  We 

can be warm and friendly to the people here at our worship in church, but at home we so easily 

hurt with words, actions and inaction, those who are nearest and should be dearest to us.  At 

work we can be the kindest and most helpful person around, but in the private confines of our 

home…?  The words of God to Samuel when Samuel thought the oldest son of Jesse, Eliab, was 

surely God’s choice for king since he was big, strong, confident and handsome certainly apply: 

“Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”  Such a spirit of 

disobedience is sin and death, and the only way for it to be washed away is for the Spirit of God 

to be at work on our hearts.  Jesus told the man Nicodemus that to have real life with God “you 

must be born again of water and the Spirit” (John 3:5).  In the “anointing” of Baptism, through a 

washing with water and God’s Word, the Spirit of God overcomes our spirit of sin unbelief and 

disobedience.  He washes away our sin.  He pours out on us the innocence of Jesus the Anointed 

One and “renews a right spirit within us” (Psalm 51).   

 

 When we’ve been anointed with power by THE Spirit of God, then we’ve also been 

anointed for power over our spirit.  Such power in the life of David is shown in several episodes 



of his life recorded in the books of Samuel.  The spirit of fear of God’s enemies exists in all 

God’s people.  Yet, anointed with God’s Spirit, assured of God’s forgiveness and love and 

eternal life, David overcame the spirit of sinful fear to take on, perhaps not long after the 

anointing in our lesson, the giant Philistine Goliath.  After his huge fall as king, when David 

gave in to the spirit of lust and selfishness within his heart and committed adultery with 

Bathsheba and murder of her husband Uriah, and lived a lie before God and people for almost a 

year, the Spirit of God through the words of Nathan the prophet created a clean heart within 

David, bringing him to repentance and then to do what was right in God’s sight. 

 

 The spirit of sinful selfishness and disobedience is strong with each of us.  We’re born 

with it.  But the Spirit of God is stronger.  In the cleansing anointing of your baptism a new spirit 

was given life in you, a Christ-like new person was born.  Strengthened and renewed daily 

through the promise of forgiveness in Christ given in your baptism that new person rises to fight 

the natural spirit within us.  When the temptation to be two-faced or to gossip or to talk behind 

someone’s back arises, dive into the water of your baptism for strength to resist the temptation.  

When the natural spirit within you rises up and threatens to selfishly do harm to relationships by 

being inconsiderate and even cruel to the people nearest us, pour the drowning water of your 

baptism on that old sinful nature.  Hear the words of the Father to his beloved Son, and know 

that when connected to that anointed Son through baptism-worked faith, they apply to you also – 

“You are my child whom I love!  (In Christ) With you I am well pleased.” 

 

 You’ve been anointed!  In your baptism into Christ you were designated for the special 

task of living and speaking as a dearly loved child of God himself now and in eternity!  It’s an 

anointing with the power of the very Spirit of God and it’s an anointing for power over your 

natural spirit.   Amen. 


